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MASS INTENTIONS

SATURDAY, JULY 18
5:30 PM Edward A. Kempf
7:00 PM Norman Arcos & Angela Paton

SUNDAY, JULY 19

7:30 AM People of The Parish

9:00 AM Anne & Michael & Raymond

10:30 AM Leopoldo D. Jr, Olivia R, Broderick Icarangel
12:00 PM Michael McGrath

1:15 PM (Spa) Beatriz Arcos

MONDAY, JULY 20

7:00 AM Harold Ginsburg — 1° Anniversary
9:00 AM Joseph Verga

6:30 PM Pedro Te Cua

TUESDAY, JULY 21

7:00 AM Narcisa Esmero

9:00 AM Laura Citarella

6:30 PM (Spa) Rosa Ojeda, Alberto & Edgar Silva
WEDNESDAY, JULY 22

7:00 AM Ralph DePasquale

9:00 AM Jose Canlas

6:30 PM Richard J. Bohan, Sr.
THURSDAY, JULY 23

7:00 AM Oscar Nebre

9:00 AM Francisca Francisco

6:30 PM Imelda Papa

FRIDAY, JULY 24

7:00 AM Tim Farrell

9:00 AM Deogenes Tan

6:30 PM Joshua Naviamos (L) — Thanksgiving
SATURDAY, JULY 25

7:00 AM May Abalos

9:00 AM Gabriel Vivas

5:30 PM Jose Antonio Nunez Fana

7:00 PM Maria Sanchez & Susana Williams
SUNDAY, JULY 26

7:30 AM People of the Parish

9:00 AM Jack Pallata

10:30 AM Joseph Verga

12:00 PM John Gallagher

1:15 PM (Spa) Juan Francisco & Dionisio Pacheco

SAINT OF THE WEEK

Saint Mary Magdalene
Called the "Apostle of the Apostles" by St.

Baptism

Call the rectory (201-384-0101) to schedule.

Parent meeting: 1st Sun. 1:30 PM (Eng),
3rd Sun. 2:45 PM (Sp).
Baptisms: 2nd & 3rd Sun. 3 PM (Eng),
4th Sun. 2:45 PM (Sp).

Parents must be parishioners, provide child’s
birth certificate, and select Catholic
godparents (16+, Confirmed, Eucharist,
married in Church if applicable).

Sponsor certificates due 1 week prior.

Marriage

Arrange one year in advance. Call the rectory
(201-384-0101) for an appointment with a
priest. Please obtain an updated baptismal
certificate.

Prayers for the Deceased
Please remember
Veronica Boylan, Frank Boccadifuoco
& Librado Melo Ortiz
in your prayers.

Thomas Aquinas, Mary Magdalene was a
devoted disciple whom Jesus healed of her
afflictions. While other disciples fled in fear,
she stood faithfully at the foot of the Cross

with the Blessed Mother and St. John. On
Easter morning, she became the first person

to see the Risen Lord and was sent to tell the
others that He had conquered death.

St. John’s Religious Education

Registration for the 2026-2027 year is
officially open! Joining our programs is a
wonderful way to grow in faith, connect with
our community, and build lasting
friendships.

™ How to Register:
Registration is quick, easy, and entirely
online:
https://sjrc.org/religious-education/

Need Help? If you don't have internet access
or need assistance, please call the parish
office and we will gladly help you register.




Visit us at www.sjrc.org July 19, 2026

‘If you pull up the weeds you might uproot the wheat along with
them.’

A Church that had room only for saints and those leading impeccable
moral lives would make about as much sense as a hospital that had
room only for the healthy!

We are very complex people. All of us. There is in you and me, a great
mixture of good and bad, of love and hate, of gentleness and violence.

Oskar Schindler, the German industrialist, saved over a thousand
Polish Jews from the Nazi concentration camps in the Second World
War. One of these Polish Jews said of him: ‘He was our father, he was
our mother, he was our only hope, and he never let us down’.

But Oskar Schindler was no saint. He was riddled with contradictions.
He was unfaithful to his wife. He womanized. He drank. He was a
liar. He was a Catholic, but only in name. Once a paid up member of
the Nazi Party, he was determined to end the war with ‘two trunks full
of money’. But there was another and better side to him. The side that
protected his workers from the death camps at considerable risk.

Human nature is fallen. Within each one of us there is a battle between good and bad, light and darkness,
strength and weakness, loyalty and betrayal.

We must acknowledge the dark side of ourselves, without conceding victory to it. Acknowledge that we are
flawed, some of us badly.

Sins can be forgiven, but a vice needs to be corrected.
We need to be hospitable to ourselves, showing ourselves the right kind of compassion and mercy.

And we need to show the same hospitality, the same leniency to others — especially to the people we share our
lives with, at home and at work.

To concentrate on other people’s failings and sins, can blind us to their virtues and their good points.
It is easy to voice criticisms and gripes, while omitting to offer a word of encouragement and appreciation.

We can all make mistakes, sometimes disastrous ones. We can all sin, sometimes seriously, but we can all be
redeemed.

We will not be judged by a single act or by one stage in life. We will be judged by our whole life.

That is why judgment cannot come until the end, as the Gospel tells us. Some people, as soon as they
discover your weakness, write you off.

But God, thankfully, is not some people.
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St. John’s Right to Life

1. Please return your baby bottles, filled or
empty, as soon as possible.

St. John’s Food Pantry

St John's food pantry's next food distribution
for needy families will be on Monday 7/27/26
in Conlon Hall (8:30 am to 11 am /6 pm to 7
pm). WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!
Currently we are out of tomato sauce, canned
corn, canned peas, and paper towels. We
really need peanut butter, jelly, pasta, kids
cereal, canned pasta or ravioli, black beans,
and canned tuna or salmon. If your family
would like to help, you can purchase grocery
products and put these donations in the
Rubbermaid shed behind the Parish Life
Center (near the prayer grotto). OR you can
drop off or mail cash or checks at St John's
rectory (Please mention St John's food
pantry). Our team members can then
purchase sale items at local supermarkets to
fill our shelves.

In August we'll distribute Back to School
supplies so we'd appreciate any donations of
pencils, pens, notebooks, crayons, markers,

rulers, safety scissors, highlighters, pencil

cases or backpacks.

Thank you very much for your caring and
kindness. §d ./,

NFP Week July 19"-25"

The natural beauty of creation and the divine
design of human life invite us into a deep
communion of love with God. During
Natural Family Planning Week, married
couples are especially encouraged to honor
this sacred design by remaining guided by
love and open to life. This annual observance
invites us to reflect on the gift of fertility and
the profound role of couples as faithful
stewards of creation.

To learn about the Church’s teaching about
married love and the gift of life and the

ethical methods of NFP, see usccb.org/nfp

Questions? Contact nfp@usccb.org

Men's Cornerstone
SAVE THESE DATES:
Friday 10/16 and Saturday 10/17/26
ST. JOHN'S MEN'S CORNERSTONE
RETREAT

Shared prayer, fellowship, personal reflection,
good food, reconciliation, plus mass and a
family supper on Sat night

Questions: contact Joe McHale 201-655-1073/
joemcl1217@gmail.com or Bob Knott 201-
675-2802 / knottrj@optimum.net

Air Conditioning Collection

Please contribute to the collection for our Air
Conditioning expenses. Baskets will be at the
doors of the church after all Masses this
weekend, please leave a donation. Thank you
for your support and generosity.

Parish Collections
July 4-5
Parish Giving | 3,128.27

Envelopes | 12,395.00
Total | 15,523.27
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@nj ;’m
Legion of Mary
Saturdays, 9:30-11 AM, Lower Church

ANNUALAPPEAL (Ene)

St. John’s Prayer Groups

Padre Pio Prayer Group
2nd Sat., 2:00-4:30 PM, Conlon Hall
Cafeteria

| El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI
2nd—4th Sat., 1:30-5:30 PM, Lower Church.
WE MADE OUR GOAL OF $99, 741!!! Info: Lourdes 201-233-8235 / John 201-658-

4032

Thank you for your prayers, generosity and Anointing Fire Ministry

faithful support of this year’s Annual Mondays, 7:00-10 PM, Parish Life Center
Appeal. Chapel 2nd Fri., 10:00 PM-6:30 AM, LC
(Adoration).

Donations can still be made until December 31,
2026.

GAEL SHADDAI

] DWXI PRAYER PARTNERS FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL EMPOWER
‘Where Jesus Christ Is Lord
A v )
VIVERSAI
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Saturday, 3 October 2026

9:00 am - 4:00 pm Q-* Empower education series
Holy Mass at 11:00 am b

CONLON HALL
18 North William St.,
Bergenfield NJ 07621

ot Liwanag (207) 233-8235 John Teopengco (20]) 658-4032

Ul

Join us for a live webinar

Key takeaways

join us for a live webinar to discuss

The Pope’s Monthly Intention

For respect for human life
Let us pray for the respect and protection of
human life in all its stages, recognizing it as a
gift from God.

Closed captioning (€€ is available for all sessions, Gfrecemas sesiones de educacion en espariol.

uted by Empower Financial Services, Inc., Member FINRASIPC, £75) is an
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Colecta para el Aire Condicionado

Por favor, colabore con la colecta para los
gastos de nuestro aire condicionado.
Habra canastas en las puertas de la iglesia
después de todas las misas de este fin de
semana; por favor, deje su donacién. Muchas
gracias por su apoyo y generosidad.

Despensa de Alimentos de St. John

La proxima distribucion de alimentos de la
despensa de St. John para familias necesitadas
sera el lunes 27/7/26 en Conlon Hall (8:30 am
allam/6pma 7 pm). NECESITAMOS SU
APOYO! Actualmente no tenemos salsa de
tomate, maiz enlatado, guisantes enlatados ni
toallas de papel. Nos urge mantequilla de
mani, jalea, pasta, cereal infantil, pasta o
ravioles enlatados, frijoles negros y atin o
salmon enlatado. Para ayudar, puede comprar
viveres y dejarlos en el cobertizo Rubbermaid
detras del Parish Life Center (cerca de la
gruta). O bien, deje o envie efectivo o cheques
a la rectoria de St. John (indicando que es
para la despensa). Asi, nuestro equipo
comprara productos en oferta para surtir los
estantes.
En agosto entregaremos utiles escolares, por
lo que agradeceriamos donaciones de lapices,
boligrafos, cuadernos, crayones, marcadores,
reglas, tijeras de seguridad, resaltadores,
estuches o mochilas. Muchas gracias por su
carifio y bondad.

Intencion Mensual del Papa
Por el respeto a la vida humana
Oremos por el respeto y la proteccidn de la
vida humana en todas sus etapas,
reconociéndola como un regalo de Dios.

Semana de la PFN: Del 19 al 25 de julio

La belleza natural de la creacion y el disefio
divino de la vida humana nos invitan a una
profunda comunién de amor con Dios.
Durante la Semana de la Planificacion
Familiar =~ Natural (PFN), se alienta
especialmente a las parejas casadas a honrar
este diseno sagrado, manteniéndose guiadas
por el amor y abiertas a la vida. Esta
celebracion anual nos invita a reflexionar sobre
el don de la fertilidad y el profundo papel de
los esposos como fieles administradores de la
creacion.

Para conocer las ensefianzas de la Iglesia sobre
el amor conyugal, el don de la vida y los
métodos éticos de la PFN, visite usccb.org/nfp

(Tiene preguntas?
Pongase en contacto con nfp@usccb.org

Grupos Parroquiales
La Palabra
Lunes, 7:30-9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
Legion de Maria
Lunes, 6:00-7:30 PM, Capilla PLC
Emats Mujeres
Miércoles, 7:00-9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
Emais Hombres
Miércoles, 7:00-9:30 PM, PLC Basement
Luz y Vida
Jueves, 7:00-9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo

Preciosa Sangre de Cristo
Viernes, 8:00-9:00 PM, 2ndo piso de PLC

Matrimonios Con Cristo
3er Viernes, 7:00-9:45 PM, Iglesia de abajo

July 19, 2026
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SATURDAYS AND EVENING HOURS

Ex¢on Mobil
45 Yeans of Local Seruice
BERGENFIELD
EXXON
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

201-384-0078
60 N. Washington Ave. Bergenfield

Kesp

PASTRY SHOP

23 Emerson Plaza East
Emerson, NJ 07630

201-265-4009

Tues-Sat: 8AM - 6PM ¢ Sun: 8AM - 2PM

Welecome
to Our Chureh!

INSURANCE ACCEPTED ® INTEREST FREE PAYMENT OPTIONS

FREE GET ACQUAINTED SPECIAL

ORAL EXAMe X-RAYS e GUM DISEASE & ORAL CANCER
SCREENING ¢ COSMETIC CONSULATATION
ORTHODONTIC EVALUATION ($330 value)

201-374-7493

19 Legion Drive Bergenfield

(We’re Just Around the Corner)

KIMBERLY A.

PATON

ATTORNEY AT LAwW

FREE 1/2 HOUR CONSULTATION
A Full Service Firm Including Elder Law & Asset Preservation

The Paton Law Firm, LLC
201-291-1603

33-11 BroADWAY « FAIR LAwN, NJ 07410

www.patonlawfirm.com
kimberly@patonlawfirm.net

ROOFING &
CHIMNEY

— REPAIRS —
MASONRY ' DECK ' STEPS GUTTERS

WeFind& -7
Fix Leaks! | 21500 OFF |
——— i Any New Roof, i

! Chimney,Deck !

::Y/'j\;;\ i Repla:Zmeer::t E
ROVAL PRO | 20% OFF |
CONSTRUCTION ' A&,ykooflﬁhimney,
CallERIC | peck,Steps- Repais |
the owner. i SENIORS ¢ VETERANS |

CONNECTING
businesses
to customers
in realtime!

L 732-589-9967

www.royalproconstructionnj.com

Family Owned/Operated - Lic. #13VH0934200 - Bonded & Insured - 20+ Years
Serving All of New Jersey and Bucks County, PA

6050 St. John the Evangelist, Bergenfield, NJ (I)

g 28 Volk

LEBER

FUNERAL HOME

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
D. Matthew Leber, Director/Manager | NJ Lic. No. 4593

Serving the families of St. John The Evangelist’s
for over 40 years.

201-836-0202

789 TEANECK ROAD, TEANECK, NJ
WWW.VOLKLEBER.COM

FQX

201-384-0900
32 S Washinton Ave. | ergenﬁel

Brunch on
Saturdays & Sundays
Party Room Available for

10-100+ Guests
Open 7 Days for Lunch & Dinner

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY IN
THE COMMUNITY
Place Your Ad Here to Support Our Parish!

Contact Me - Chris Camizzi

ccamizzi@jppc.net| 201-315-3830

www.spectrumforliving.org

201-358-8000

Affinity Dental
Studio

45 E. Main St.

@ Bergenfield, NJ
07621

Spectrum
for Living

Created by Families
for Families

For your loved
one to experience
the full
richness that
life has to offer.

L f1G]in

John Patrick Publishing Co., Inc. 1.800.333.3166 « www.jppc.net



* Banarse y vestirse

» Asistencia en el bafo y aseo personal

* Ayuda para movilizarse y trasladarse (incluyendo
el uso de la silla de ruedas, andadores o elevadores)

 Ejercicios fisicos basicos

* Recordatorios de citas médicas y medicamentos

* Preparacion de comidas, ayuda con la alimentacion
y seleccion de alimentos nutritivos

» Tareas domésticas livianas y mandados

* Compania en hogar y en la comunidad

ESTAMOS ACEPTANDO NUEVOS
CLIENTES EN BERGEN COUNTY

Desde 1975 Bayada Home Care abrio sus puertas hace 40 afos en New Jersey, ha construido la
mejor compaiiia de atencion domiciliaria. Bayada Home Care asigna un auxiliar de cuidados de la
salud en el hogar (CHHA) que tenga la capacidad y la experiencia para ayudar con lo siguiente.

Para mas informacion
llamenos al:
973-574- 1120

¢COMO PUEDE AYUDARTE BAYADA?

Z

%
__'/ -—
{

'BAYADA

Home Health Care

WE LOVE WHAT WE DO

SHAW’'S @0

COMPLETE SECURITY
THE KEY TO YOUR SECURITY SINCE 1977

LOCKSMITH SERVICE
WIRELESS ACCESS CONTROL

201-387-0021

74 S. WASHINGTON AVE
BERGENFIELD

Butler's
Hardware

Screen Repair & Tool Rentals
Open 7 Days

201-384-0480
78 S. Washington Ave.

Riewents

Memorial Home, Inc.

LIFE INSURANCE * ANNUITIES & INVESTMENT « INDIVIDUAL
DISABILITY INSURANCE * LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE

Bu11d1ng
MARY ANN RIVERA (B8 inELE]
Financial Advisor futures.

646-281-5450

msrivera@ft.newyorklife.com
Manhattan General Office

New York Life Insurance Company

New York Life Insurance and Annuity Corporation
(NYLIAC) (A Delaware Corporation)

51 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10010
www.newyorklife.com
TM0033022025 SMRU7714011 (Exp. 03.10.2028)

©2025, New York Life Insurance Company. All rights reserved. NEW YORK LIFE

and the NEW YORK LIFE Box Logo are trademarks of New York Life Insurance Company.

CatholicMatch.com/dateNJ
6050 St. John the Evangelist, Bergenfield, NJ (B)

wqathen Yostos Gift Shop B (R

Second Iocatlon in the Hudson Mall, Jersey City
Large offerlng of (athollc Coptlc and Christian Gifts , statuary, including cement outdoor statues, Crucifixes, rosaries , nativities and many more.

Riewerts Memorial Home,. Inc.

201.384.0700

187 S. Washington Avenue ~ Bergenfield, NJ 07621
Bruce J. Van Tassel Manager

NJ Lic. No. 5039
“We are here to help”

www.riewertsmemorialhome.com

917-940-4814
Westfield Garden State Plaza Mall
Paramus, NJ
Open Monday-Saturday 10-9pm

+ American
LY Red Cross

Someonznaezﬂsyou!
VOLUNTEER

and make a difference.
Join

redcross.org/Volunteer

Uncle Frank's

140 Veteran's Plaza

PVAXE SIS Bk Ve N

Get year-round small business support.

Dumont, NJ 07628
201-385-2854

RIDESHARING
SAFETY TIPS

Ask #WHATS ()
< MYNAME

H&R
BLOCK

MAIN OFFICE

380 S. Washington Ave.
Bergenfield, NJ 07621

201-384-9450

BRANCHES

13 S. Washington Ave.
Bergenfield, NJ 07621

201-384-1096

(@) )stop
A ®ask 1594 Lakewood Rd., Unit 12
N
Toms River, NJ 08755
M Cmaen 848-224-4044

Taxes | Business Formation | Bookkeeping | Payroll

E.G. ENRIQUEZ & CO., INC.

OVER
35 YEARS
of professional
service
SINCE 1987

I & inform
in remembrance of

Samantha, jadephdorn

Enrique G. Enriquez, E.A.
enrique.enriquez@hrblock.com
Franchisee

Erick J. Enriquez, MBA, MSA
erick.enriquez@hrblock.com
Franchisee

John Patrick Publishing Co., Inc. 1.800.333.3166 « www.jppc.net
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	Maria Dayaon
	in your prayers.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	A woman comes to draw water at the well.
	It is burdensome to go to a well, once the novelty wears off.
	As a child we spent a few summer holidays in Ireland, at Delaney’s farm, friends of my parents in Wexford. As small children we would go to the woods each morning with a bucket, which was filled with drinking water from a well, and brought back to the farmhouse.
	At first we thought this was wonderful, but after about three days it soon got old, and none of us wanted to go.  It’s heavy work, and the water doesn’t last long, sometimes needing two or three trips a day, depending how much you can carry, and how much is consumed. The woman in the Gospel goes to the well t midday, perhaps because she had already been at least once before that morning.
	Today we don’t have that problem; our homes have faucets and our water is packaged by Dasani or Poland Spring.  Or so we may think.
	The Gospel asks us “Where do I go to seek refreshment? Which is the well from which I am drawing today?” To draw water is an analogy for seeking life. There can be many wells in our life, places we go to draw water. There is an inner thirst which no faucet or water bottle is able to quench.
	There is the well of health.
	There is the well of ambition, or career, or possessions.
	There is the well of affections, of family, or friends.
	There is the well of sports, of basketball, baseball, volleyball.
	There is the well food, or video games, or TV and the internet.
	All of these wells give water, but none of them are able to satisfy the deepest thirst within.
	Jesus never asks for anything in the Gospel, except once, in the Gospel we hear at Mass today. He asks the woman at the well for a drink.  He will repeat the same words on the Cross: “I thirst.” He asks for a drink of water, but it is he himself who offers living water: “Whoever drinks the water I shall give will never thirst again, the water I give will become a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
	Jesus thirsts to satisfy the longing of the human heart.
	His thirst is to satisfy the need in that person who, no matter how much they have, or how many friends they are surrounded by, or how successful they become, are lacking something.
	There is a thirst within each of us, and it can only be satisfied by Christ. He invites us to drink the water which only he can provide; we can receive this water in the Catechesis we are doing every Monday and Thursday at 8pm in the cafeteria in Conlon Hall. I invite you to come and listen. This water can become a well within us, a source of life and of peace. It is a well that never runs dry, no matter what happens in our life, whether in school or work, with family or friends, on the ball field or at home.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org
	St. John’s Food Pantry
	Shoprite of New Milford will collect food donations for St. John's food pantry throughout March & April 2026. When you're shopping, you can deposit grocery donations in the large bins at the front of the store.  Thank you very much for your generosity.
	We appreciate the kindness of Shoprite management in helping us feed needy families. The upcoming food distribution days will be from 8:30 AM-11 AM & 6 PM-7 PM in  Conlon Hall on these dates: Monday March 23rd Monday April 27th Monday May 25th All guests will need to complete a registration form. Contact Joe McHale if you have any questions:  201-655-1073 / joemc1217@gmail.com.  Thank you! ✝️


	Lenten Corner
	Deanery Lenten Penance Services
	Wednesday March 18th at 7:00pm  Our Lady of Visitation, Paramus
	Monday March 23rd at 7:00pm  Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Tenafly
	Morning Prayer in the Main Church Morning Prayer will be held Monday through Friday at 6 AM during Lent.
	Stations of the Cross  Stations of the Cross will be held every Friday during Lent in the church, 5:45pm English, & 7:00pm Spanish
	The Pope’s Monthly Intention For disarmament and peace Let us pray that nations move toward effective disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, and that world leaders choose the path of dialogue and diplomacy instead of violence.

	St. John’s Prayer Groups
	Legion of Mary  Saturdays, 9:30–11 AM, Lower Church (Eng)
	Padre Pio Prayer Group 2nd Sat., 2:00–4:30 PM, Conlon Hall Cafeteria
	El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI 2nd–4th Sat., 1:30–5:30 PM, Lower Church.  Info: Lourdes 201-233-8235 / John 201-658-4032
	Anointing Fire Ministry Mondays, 7:00–10 PM, Parish Life Center Chapel 2nd Fri., 10:00 PM–6:30 AM, LC (Adoration).
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	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	Grupos Parroquiales
	La Palabra  Lunes, 7:30–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Legión de María Lunes, 6:00–7:30 PM, Capilla PLC
	Emaús Mujeres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Emaús Hombres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, PLC Basement
	Luz y Vida Jueves, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Preciosa Sangre de Cristo  Viernes, 8:00–9:00 PM, 2ndo piso de PLC
	Matrimonios Con Cristo 3er Viernes, 7:00–9:45 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Las Intenciones Mensuales del Papa Por el desarme y la paz Oremos para que las naciones avancen hacia un desarme efectivo, especialmente el desarme nuclear, y para que los líderes mundiales elijan el camino del diálogo y la diplomacia en lugar de la violencia.
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	Julio Jesus Santos Cabrera &
	Edwin Luluquisen Valdez
	in your prayers.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	”Poor Lazarus”
	A family I know regularly prayed together on Sundays.  They would sit around their large dining room table - there were ten kids - and the dad would read a Gospel, comment on it, and invite the family to share their experiences.
	This particular day the dad, Frank, a NYC Firefighter and husband of Jean, read the Gospel we hear in Mass today, the resurrection of Lazarus, to the ten children.
	After reading the passage, with all the eyes of the kids upon him, Frank said these words, “Poor Lazarus!” Frank explained that Lazarus had already died, and was on his way to heaven, but he had to come back here!  The grief and tears of Lazarus’ sisters, family and neighbors
	had moved Jesus himself to pity, so he raised Lazarus back from the tomb. Lazarus’ sisters were ecstatic, but how did Lazarus feel about it?
	It wasn’t till some years later, after Frank himself had died in the Twin towers on 9/11, that his words really hit home and made sense to his family. After Jean lost her husband, and the ten children their father, they were wracked with grief. That is until they sat down one Sunday to pray.
	For many months after Frank’s death they were unable to pray. Jean would sit down at the table with the kids, see Frank’s empty chair, and collapse in a ball of tears. But this particular Sunday she gave it another go, and read the Gospel of the day, which happened to be the resurrection of Lazarus. After reading it to the children, her husband Frank’s words came back to her. “Poor Lazarus.” Her grief was lifted, and the family turned a corner. They had been missing their Dad, wishing he were still here, crying that he was no longer with them, but here was this Gospel staring them in the face, and Franks words were in their ears.
	Sure, Jesus raised him from the dead, brought him back, but Lazarus would one day have to face death again.  Why would you want someone to come back if they were already in heaven? If we love someone we want the best for them, not what’s best for us. What’s better than being in heaven? Jean understood, and so did the children.
	A social worker who had been assigned to work with the family after 9/11 noticed a dramatic change, and asked Jean if they were doing anything different. “We began to pray again” was Jeans reply. The social worker was so impressed with the change in attitude of the kids, that she asked Jean if she could teach other grieving families from 9/11 how to pray.
	Jean was herself diagnosed with terminal cancer. She went to the Lord in August of 2012, eleven years after her husband. Before she left I asked her if she was afraid for the children. She stared me in the face, as if I had insulted her, and said ‘No, I am not afraid for them, I know they will be fine, because they have faith, which is the most important thing I can give them.”
	The raising of Lazarus prefigures Jesus’ own death and Resurrection. It prefigures our death and Resurrection!  Our faith, our Christianity, our Catholicism, is based on an  encounter with a living person: Christ  crucified and Risen. This encounter happens now, this side of the grave. Death is swallowed up in victory! O death where is your victory! There is no grief, no heartache, no loss, no suffering, no anguish which the Resurrection has not already overcome. Do we truly experience this?
	The Resurrection of Christ is not celebrated as a memorial or a thing of the past, but as something that is present and happening today among us. We can draw strength from today’s Gospel, as we advance towards Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and the great celebration of the Easter Triduum, where the Resurrection of Christ awaits us.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org
	St. John’s Food Pantry
	Shoprite of New Milford will collect food donations for St. John's food pantry throughout March & April 2026. When you're shopping, you can deposit grocery donations in the large bins at the front of the store.  Thank you very much for your generosity.
	We appreciate the kindness of Shoprite management in helping us feed needy families. The upcoming food distribution days will be from 8:30 AM-11 AM & 6 PM-7 PM in  Conlon Hall on these dates: Monday March 23rd Monday April 27th Monday May 25th All guests will need to complete a registration form. Contact Joe McHale if you have any questions:  201-655-1073 / joemc1217@gmail.com.  Thank you! ✝️


	Lenten Corner
	Deanery Lenten Penance Services
	Monday March 23rd at 7:00pm  Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Tenafly
	Morning Prayer in the Main Church Morning Prayer will be held Monday through Friday at 6 AM during Lent.
	Stations of the Cross  Stations of the Cross will be held every Friday during Lent in the church, 5:45pm English, & 7:00pm Spanish
	The Pope’s Monthly Intention For disarmament and peace Let us pray that nations move toward effective disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, and that world leaders choose the path of dialogue and diplomacy instead of violence.

	Visit us at www.sjrc.org


	St. John’s Prayer Groups
	Legion of Mary  Saturdays, 9:30–11 AM, Lower Church (Eng)
	Padre Pio Prayer Group 2nd Sat., 2:00–4:30 PM, Conlon Hall Cafeteria
	El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI 2nd–4th Sat., 1:30–5:30 PM, Lower Church.  Info: Lourdes 201-233-8235 / John 201-658-4032
	Anointing Fire Ministry Mondays, 7:00–10 PM, Parish Life Center Chapel 2nd Fri., 10:00 PM–6:30 AM, LC (Adoration).
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org


	Despensa de Alimentos de St. John's
	Shoprite de New Milford recolectará donaciones de alimentos para la despensa de St. John's durante marzo y abril de 2026. Mientras hace sus compras, puede depositar donaciones de alimentos en los grandes contenedores ubicados en la entrada de la tienda. Muchas gracias por su generosidad. Agradecemos la amabilidad de la gerencia de Shoprite por ayudarnos a alimentar a familias necesitadas. Los próximos días de distribución de alimentos serán de 8:30 AM a 11 AM y de 6 PM a 7 PM en Conlon Hall en las siguientes fechas: Lunes 23 de marzo Lunes 27 de abril Lunes 25 de mayo Todos los visitantes deberán completar un formulario de registro. Comuníquese con Joe McHale si tiene alguna pregunta: 201-655-1073 / joemc1217@gmail.com. ¡Gracias! ✝️

	Grupos Parroquiales
	La Palabra  Lunes, 7:30–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Legión de María Lunes, 6:00–7:30 PM, Capilla PLC
	Emaús Mujeres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Emaús Hombres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, PLC Basement
	Luz y Vida Jueves, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Preciosa Sangre de Cristo  Viernes, 8:00–9:00 PM, 2ndo piso de PLC
	Matrimonios Con Cristo 3er Viernes, 7:00–9:45 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Las Intenciones Mensuales del Papa Por el desarme y la paz Oremos para que las naciones avancen hacia un desarme efectivo, especialmente el desarme nuclear, y para que los líderes mundiales elijan el camino del diálogo y la diplomacia en lugar de la violencia.
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	in your prayers.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	Holy Week begins for us today with the celebration of Palm Sunday. Jesus enters triumphantly into Jerusalem, as great crowds spread their cloaks on the road, while others were cutting branches from trees and spreading them in his path.
	But he knows that within just a few short days the cries of “Hosanna” will turn to shouts of “Crucify him!” He is not fooled by the adoration and the acclamation of the multitude. In fact, he does not enter the city as the king they are acclaiming him to be, but rather on a colt, a humble donkey.
	The colt, the Gospel tells us, is tied up. Jesus sends his disciples to untie it, and bring it to him. They do not ask permission of the owner, they do as they are told: “And if anyone asks you what you are doing, tell them ‘The Master needs it’.”
	This colt is an image of each one of us.
	Our shackles can take many forms: fears, anxieties, neuroses, old hurts, disappointments, uncertainties, and doubts.
	They can take the form of second-guessing oneself,
	The niggling feeling that something is missing in life,
	A false bravado, putting on a brave face, a stiff upper lip,
	When the truth is far different.
	We have been bound in Adam, bound by the shackles of sin. These bonds impede us from moving towards Jerusalem, towards Calvary, towards the Cross. One who has not been untied will never be able to move in such a direction. On the contrary, the opposite is true: they will always flee from the Cross.
	But there is one who is able to untie us.  In doing so he will enter Jerusalem, and go to Calvary, reversing the direction in which humanity is traveling.
	The main way we are untied is by the forgiveness of our sins. For this reason there will be the opportunity to go to Confession this coming Tuesday of Holy Week, April 4th. The priests of the parish will be available in the church from 7:00 - 9:00pm for the Sacrament of Confession.
	Holy Week opens a road, a way, for us to experience the Paschal Triduum.
	Christ comes to untie each of us, and invites us to accompany him to the upper room and the Last Supper on Holy Thursday, to Calvary and the crucifixion on Good Friday, to the Easter Vigil of Holy Saturday and the Resurrection of Easter Sunday. We will live these events not as historic re-enactments, but as sacramental realities in which God comes to do in us that which we are unable to do for ourselves.
	Being untied by Him, we can celebrate the Institution of The Eucharist and the ministerial priesthood on Holy Thursday, we can kiss our Cross on Good Friday, and thank God for it. We will do this because the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday await us, the Resurrection of Christ.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	St. John’s Food Pantry
	Shoprite of New Milford will collect food donations for St. John's food pantry throughout March & April 2026. When you're shopping, you can deposit grocery donations in the large bins at the front of the store.  Thank you very much for your generosity.
	We appreciate the kindness of Shoprite management in helping us feed needy families. The upcoming food distribution days will be from 8:30 AM-11 AM & 6 PM-7 PM in  Conlon Hall on these dates: Monday March 23rd Monday April 27th Monday May 25th All guests will need to complete a registration form. Contact Joe McHale if you have any questions:  201-655-1073 / joemc1217@gmail.com.  Thank you! ✝️
	Lenten Corner Morning Prayer in the Main Church Morning Prayer will be held Monday through Friday at 6 AM during Lent.
	Stations of the Cross  Stations of the Cross will be held every Friday during Lent in the church, 5:45pm English, & 7:00pm Spanish
	The Pope’s Monthly Intention For disarmament and peace Let us pray that nations move toward effective disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, and that world leaders choose the path of dialogue and diplomacy instead of violence.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org


	St. John’s Prayer Groups
	Legion of Mary  Saturdays, 9:30–11 AM, Lower Church (Eng)
	Padre Pio Prayer Group 2nd Sat., 2:00–4:30 PM, Conlon Hall Cafeteria
	El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI 2nd–4th Sat., 1:30–5:30 PM, Lower Church.  Info: Lourdes 201-233-8235 / John 201-658-4032
	Anointing Fire Ministry Mondays, 7:00–10 PM, Parish Life Center Chapel 2nd Fri., 10:00 PM–6:30 AM, LC (Adoration).
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org


	Despensa de Alimentos de St. John's
	Shoprite de New Milford recolectará donaciones de alimentos para la despensa de St. John's durante marzo y abril de 2026. Mientras hace sus compras, puede depositar donaciones de alimentos en los grandes contenedores ubicados en la entrada de la tienda. Muchas gracias por su generosidad. Agradecemos la amabilidad de la gerencia de Shoprite por ayudarnos a alimentar a familias necesitadas. Los próximos días de distribución de alimentos serán de 8:30 AM a 11 AM y de 6 PM a 7 PM en Conlon Hall en las siguientes fechas: Lunes 23 de marzo Lunes 27 de abril Lunes 25 de mayo Todos los visitantes deberán completar un formulario de registro. Comuníquese con Joe McHale si tiene alguna pregunta: 201-655-1073 / joemc1217@gmail.com. ¡Gracias! ✝️
	Las Intenciones Mensuales del Papa Por el desarme y la paz Oremos para que las naciones avancen hacia un desarme efectivo, especialmente el desarme nuclear, y para que los líderes mundiales elijan el camino del diálogo y la diplomacia en lugar de la violencia.


	Grupos Parroquiales
	La Palabra  Lunes, 7:30–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Legión de María Lunes, 6:00–7:30 PM, Capilla PLC
	Emaús Mujeres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Emaús Hombres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, PLC Basement
	Luz y Vida Jueves, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Preciosa Sangre de Cristo  Viernes, 8:00–9:00 PM, 2ndo piso de PLC
	Matrimonios Con Cristo 3er Viernes, 7:00–9:45 PM, Iglesia de abajo
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	Happy Easter! Maligayang Pasko ng Pagkabuhay! Felices Pascuas! Buona Pasqua! Alleluia Alleluia. I welcome all of you to St. John’s as we celebrate this event of Christ’s Resurrection and victory over death.
	On March 21, 2017 a Greek team announced the completion of the restoration of the tomb of Jesus, a project which took nearly a year to complete.
	The work was led by the National Technical University of Athens, and the restoration team removed hundreds of years of candle soot, as well as marble slabs encasing the stone bench where Jesus' body was placed after his crucifixion and death. The cave where Jesus was buried lies beneath a shrine called the Edicule, which itself is located within the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, in the Christian Quarter of Jerusalem’s Old City.
	I first visited this shrine in the year 2000. I had accompanied a group of 100 youth from NJ, and after celebrating Mass with the Pope Saint John Paul II in Galilee, we travelled south to Jerusalem, to pray at the Holy Sepulcher.
	We waited on line for hours, slowing inching our way forward amidst the throngs of people, weaving our way around the stone columns of the church, towards the entrance of the cave where Jesus was buried.
	On finally arriving to the entrance to the Edicule, one has to bend down to pass through the low entrance, and finally, there it is! A stone slab! There is nothing else there!
	The place is not a “tomb.” It is not a cemetery. It is not a place to pay respect for the dead! A dead body did once lay on that stone slab, but it is not there now.
	Each one of us has come to the empty tomb today. We are here on Easter Sunday morning because the body of that dead man, Jesus of Nazareth, that once lay on that slab, is Risen.
	It is not enough to see a dead man come back to life! Lazarus was raised from the dead, and that didn’t change anyone!
	The women who went to the tomb on that first Easter morning, and the Disciples to whom Jesus then appeared, were not changed because they saw Jesus Risen.
	What changed their lives, and changed the course of human history, is the fact that this man who had died and is Risen is in fact God himself.
	God, who did not create death, but life, has entered into death, and overcome it. Jesus Christ, true God and true man, makes a new creation. We have, through him, access to Eternal Life.
	The disciples would believe, as we believe, not because they saw, but because they themselves became partakers of His Resurrection. We too, this morning, are invited to experience the Resurrection of Christ within us. There is no suffering, no anguish, no grief, no loss, no misfortune, no sin, no sadness, darkness or doubt, that has not been overcome by Christ Risen. He Rose from death for us, fallen humanity, that we can truly experience that God is with us always, that we can trust completely in Him. Through Christ alive here with us, we can experience the Love of God and abandon ourselves to Him in everything that happens in our life.
	Christ is Risen, Alleluia!
	Christ stands at the right hand of the Father, interceding for each one of us, no matter who we are. God loves you.   We do not need to go to the Holy Sepulcher to experience this. The Good News of the Resurrection comes to meet us here today in Bergenfield. Happy Easter!
	Margaret Rose Sullivan Murray
	in your prayers.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	The Pope’s Monthly Intention For priests in crisis Let us pray for priests going through moments of crisis in their vocation, that they may find the accompaniment they need and that communities may support them with understanding and prayer.
	St. John’s Prayer Groups Legion of Mary  Saturdays, 9:30–11 AM, Lower Church (Eng)
	Padre Pio Prayer Group 2nd Sat., 2:00–4:30 PM, Conlon Hall Cafeteria
	El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI 2nd–4th Sat., 1:30–5:30 PM, Lower Church.  Info: Lourdes 201-233-8235 /  John 201-658-4032
	Anointing Fire Ministry Mondays, 7:00–10 PM, Parish Life Center Chapel 2nd Fri., 10:00 PM–6:30 AM, LC (Adoration).
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org
	Las Intenciones Mensuales del Papa Por el desarme y la paz Oremos para que las naciones avancen hacia un desarme efectivo, especialmente el desarme nuclear, y para que los líderes mundiales elijan el camino del diálogo y la diplomacia en lugar de la violencia.

	Grupos Parroquiales
	La Palabra  Lunes, 7:30–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Legión de María Lunes, 6:00–7:30 PM, Capilla PLC
	Emaús Mujeres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Emaús Hombres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, PLC Basement
	Luz y Vida Jueves, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Preciosa Sangre de Cristo  Viernes, 8:00–9:00 PM, 2ndo piso de PLC
	Matrimonios Con Cristo 3er Viernes, 7:00–9:45 PM, Iglesia de abajo

	Despensa de Alimentos de St. John's
	Shoprite de New Milford recolectará donaciones de alimentos para la despensa de St. John's durante marzo y abril de 2026. Mientras hace sus compras, puede depositar donaciones de alimentos en los grandes contenedores ubicados en la entrada de la tienda. Muchas gracias por su generosidad. Agradecemos la amabilidad de la gerencia de Shoprite por ayudarnos a alimentar a familias necesitadas. Los próximos días de distribución de alimentos serán de 8:30 AM a 11 AM y de 6 PM a 7 PM en Conlon Hall en las siguientes fechas: Lunes 23 de marzo Lunes 27 de abril Lunes 25 de mayo Todos los visitantes deberán completar un formulario de registro. Comuníquese con Joe McHale si tiene alguna pregunta: 201-655-1073 / joemc1217@gmail.com. ¡Gracias! ✝️
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	in your prayers.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	Of all the Catholic saints and theologians who have written about the merciful love of God, none has done so with more public and universal impact than Pope Saint John Paul II.
	In 1993 he beatified Sister Faustina, stating in his homily: "Her mission continues and is yielding astonishing fruit. It is truly marvelous how her devotion to the merciful Jesus is spreading in our contemporary world, and gaining so many human hearts!"
	In 2000 he canonized Sr. Faustina - making her the first canonized saint of the new millennium - and established "Divine Mercy Sunday" as a special title for the Octave Sunday of Easter for the universal Church.
	In Lagiewniki, Poland in 2002, at the new Shrine of the Divine Mercy, the Holy Father consecrated the whole world to The Divine Mercy, saying: "I do so with the burning desire that the message of God's merciful love, proclaimed here through St. Faustina, may be made known to all the peoples of the earth, and fill their hearts with hope."
	Providence decided that Pope Saint John Paul II should die on the eve of that day Divine Mercy Sunday. Indeed, just before his death, Pope John Paul II received the Holy Communion of the anticipated Mass for Divine Mercy Sunday.
	What many people do not realize, however, is that Pope John Paul's interest in St. Faustina and the message of Divine Mercy stretches back to the days of his youth.  As a young college student in Krakow, he witnessed the horrors of World War II in occupied Poland. He saw many people rounded up and sent to concentration camps and slave labor. In his hometown of Wadowice, he had many friends of the Jewish faith who perished in the Holocaust. Death and danger surrounded the young Wojtyla. He experienced the need for God's mercy and humanity's need to be merciful to one another.
	It was during this horrible period in human history that the young Karol Wojtyla decided to enter Cardinal Sapieha's clandestine seminary in Krakow. This decision further jeopardized his life, for he could be executed [by the Nazis] if caught. It was also during this time that another seminarian, Andrew Deskur, introduced Karol to the message of the Divine Mercy, as revealed to the mystic nun, now St. Maria Faustina Kowalska, the great suffering soul, who died at the age of 33 in 1938. St. Faustina wrote a diary entitled 'Divine Mercy in My Soul' in which she recorded the revelations given to her by Jesus about the greatness of God's mercy. The message of God's mercy, as recorded by Sister Faustina, would be a beacon of light and hope for the people of Poland during this dark time in their history.
	"In his years as a young priest, and later as Bishop and Archbishop of Krakow (now under the oppression of a Communist regime), Karol Wojtyla would reflect and meditate upon the message of God's mercy. He would often visit the convent in Lagiewniki where Sister Faustina was buried for private times of prayer, and to lead the Sisters in reflective retreats.
	This Sunday April 12th, Divine Mercy Sunday, we will have Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 3:00pm, followed by the Divine Mercy Chaplet.
	We can touch the wounds of Christ at Mass today, and also at the Divine Mercy Chaplet.  It is in the wounds of Christ that we find evidence of his Resurrection.  Christ is Risen!  He is Truly Risen, Alleluia!
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	SENIOR SERVICES
	Bergen County Division of Senior Services offers these two free programs:  call - 201-336-7400  email - seniors @bergencountyNJ.gov
	BENEFIT NAVIGATORS - to assist low income seniors with disabilities to fill out applications for various government programs. Find out if you could be eligible to save money every year. CAREGIVERS CONFERENCE - Thursday, April 9, 2026 5 to 9pm at Bergen County Admin Building Multi-purpose room 1st floor, One Bergen County Plaza, Hackensack, NJ 07601 Call 201-336-7400 to register. Learn about services, support and helpful info for caregivers. Speakers will discuss dementia, needed documents, paper clutter, and staying postive.
	St. John’s Food Pantry
	Thank you for your generous support of food and cash donations. We assisted more than 90 needy families on a rainy Monday, March 23rd. (almost 300 people). Grocery donations may be placed in the Rubbermaid shed behind the Parish Life Center or in the bins at the Shoprite of New Milford.  At this time we need: white rice, peanut butter & jelly, cereal, coffee, bath tissue and paper towels.  May the Lord bless you for your kindness and caring. ✝️

	A Message from Cardinal Tobin
	Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, our Archdiocese is launching the Called by Name campaign on Good Shepherd Sunday, April 25–26, 2026, inviting you to nominate young men who may be called to the priesthood. This effort continues our shared responsibility to pray for and encourage vocations, planting seeds that help individuals discern God’s plan. Your participation can help inspire future priests, and more details on submitting nominations will be provided at Mass or online.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org


	St. John’s Prayer Groups
	Legion of Mary  Saturdays, 9:30–11 AM, Lower Church (Eng)
	Padre Pio Prayer Group 2nd Sat., 2:00–4:30 PM, Conlon Hall Cafeteria
	El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI 2nd–4th Sat., 1:30–5:30 PM, Lower Church.  Info: Lourdes 201-233-8235 / John 201-658-4032
	Anointing Fire Ministry Mondays, 7:00–10 PM, Parish Life Center Chapel 2nd Fri., 10:00 PM–6:30 AM, LC (Adoration).
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org
	Las Intenciones Mensuales del Papa Por los sacerdotes en crisis Oremos por los sacerdotes que atraviesan momentos de crisis en su vocación, para que encuentren el acompañamiento que necesitan y para que las comunidades los apoyen con comprensión y oración.


	Grupos Parroquiales
	La Palabra  Lunes, 7:30–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Legión de María Lunes, 6:00–7:30 PM, Capilla PLC
	Emaús Mujeres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Emaús Hombres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, PLC Basement
	Luz y Vida Jueves, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Preciosa Sangre de Cristo  Viernes, 8:00–9:00 PM, 2ndo piso de PLC
	Matrimonios Con Cristo 3er Viernes, 7:00–9:45 PM, Iglesia de abajo
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	in your prayers.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	‘And it happened that, while he was with them at table, he took the bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them.  With that their eyes were opened and they recognised him, but he vanished from their sight.  Then they said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us when he spoke to us on the way and opened the Scriptures to us?’  (Lk. 24: 30-32)
	The disciples did not recognise the Risen Christ on the road to Emmaus.  They walked with him for seven whole miles, from Jerusalem to Emmaus, but failed to realize who he was.  How is that possible?
	They only recognize him at the breaking of the bread.  The breaking of the bread is a clearer manifestation of his presence to them than their actually conversing with him in the flesh.
	The same will happen for us here at Mass this weekend. Jesus Christ walks with us along the journey of life, and converses with us every day, but most of the time we,  like the disciples of Emmaus, fail to recognize him. The celebration of the Mass, of the Eucharist, is the place where we can truly encounter him.
	Jesus ‘took the bread.’ The verb ‘to take’ is significant in the Gospel. The bread was not ‘given’ to him, or ‘shared’ with him! He ‘took’ it. Just as, at the Last Supper, he ‘took’ the cup. The bread which he takes is that of the Paschal Seder, called the ‘Afikoman.’ This unleavened bread is broken by the head of the household at the beginning of the Seder, and one half of it is wrapped in a white napkin and hidden, buried. This hidden bread will then be brought back (to life) at the end of the meal, and consumed. The Afikoman represents the Paschal Lamb, the lamb which was slaughtered by each family in Egypt, and whose blood was placed on the door posts of their house, making the Angel of Death ‘passover’ them, saving them from destruction.
	For us, this bread is no longer a representation of the Paschal lamb, it is Christ himself. “He took the bread, broke it, gave it to his disciples saying, ‘Take this all of you and eat it, this is my body which will be given up for you.”  Jesus takes upon himself the sins of the world.  Jesus is the lamb who was slaughtered, buried, and then brought back to life on the third day. When we eat this bread, we partake of the death of Jesus, so that his Resurrection may also be experienced by us.
	The disciples on the road to Emmaus experienced this Paschal Mystery, the presence of Christ. We too will experience it in our liturgy today.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org
	Next Sunday Is Called by Name Sunday!
	Cardinal Tobin is asking us to identify faithful young men (ages 15-35) who exhibit a love of God and neighbor, and who may be open to learning more about the priesthood. To submit names, please visit newarkpriest.com.
	The men whose names you submit will receive a letter of encouragement from Cardinal Tobin, invitations to discernment events, and support from our Vocation Team.  Thank you for supporting vocations!

	St. John’s Food Pantry
	Thank you for your generous support of food and cash donations. We assisted more than 90 needy families on a rainy Monday, March 23rd. (almost 300 people). Grocery donations may be placed in the Rubbermaid shed behind the Parish Life Center or in the bins at the Shoprite of New Milford.  At this time we need: white rice, peanut butter & jelly, cereal, coffee, bath tissue and paper towels.  May the Lord bless you for your kindness and caring. ✝️


	SENIOR SERVICES
	Bergen County Division of Senior Services offers this free program:  call - 201-336-7400  email - seniors @bergencountyNJ.gov
	BENEFIT NAVIGATORS - to assist low income seniors with disabilities to fill out applications for various government programs. Find out if you could be eligible to save money every year.

	ADULT CONFIRMATIONS
	Please pray for the Adults who will be Confirmed and receive their First Communion at the 10:30am and 1:15pm Masses this weekend. May the Holy Spirit infuse them with his presence, and thru the love of the Father, guide them to be witnesses of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	St. John’s Prayer Groups
	Legion of Mary  Saturdays, 9:30–11 AM, Lower Church (Eng)
	Padre Pio Prayer Group 2nd Sat., 2:00–4:30 PM, Conlon Hall Cafeteria
	El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI 2nd–4th Sat., 1:30–5:30 PM, Lower Church.  Info: Lourdes 201-233-8235 / John 201-658-4032
	Anointing Fire Ministry Mondays, 7:00–10 PM, Parish Life Center Chapel 2nd Fri., 10:00 PM–6:30 AM, LC (Adoration).

	Cardinal Tobin’s March Letter
	Cardinal Tobin's letter addresses the Archdiocese of Newark's "We Are His Witnesses" initiative, clarifying that its goal is missionary renewal — not church closures — while acknowledging real challenges like declining priests, attendance, and finances. He announces an extended discernment period, promising no immediate wholesale parish closures will be declared on June 12, 2026, and calling all parishes to honestly assess their mission and find ways to grow as missionary communities.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	Grupos Parroquiales
	La Palabra  Lunes, 7:30–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Legión de María Lunes, 6:00–7:30 PM, Capilla PLC
	Emaús Mujeres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Emaús Hombres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, PLC Basement
	Luz y Vida Jueves, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Preciosa Sangre de Cristo  Viernes, 8:00–9:00 PM, 2ndo piso de PLC
	Matrimonios Con Cristo 3er Viernes, 7:00–9:45 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Las Intenciones Mensuales del Papa Por los sacerdotes en crisis Oremos por los sacerdotes que atraviesan momentos de crisis en su vocación, para que encuentren el acompañamiento que necesitan y para que las comunidades los apoyen con comprensión y oración.
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	in your prayers.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	‘Amen, amen, I say to  you, whoever does not enter a sheepfold through the gate but climbs over elsewhere is a thief and a robber. I am the gate for the sheep.  Whoever enters through me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture.”
	Where I come from, in South Wales, there are sheep dotted all over the hillsides.  But growing up in the city, I was unfamiliar with the practices of shepherding, and what it entailed to be a shepherd.
	It was not until I went  on a hiking trip to the island of Corsica that I learned what Jesus meant when he said ‘I am the gate for the sheep.’  In the mountains of Corsica there are sheep pens, formed of large circles of dry stone walls, with openings for the sheep to go in and out, but no door. A local hiker explained that the shepherd herds the sheep into the pen at night, and then lays across the opening,
	The sheep can only go in and out through the shepherd, who is the door!
	We, as the church, are the flock of Christ.  We can either enter the sheepfold through the gate, or climb over elsewhere.
	Think about it, everyday, in every conversation we have, in every interaction with others, in every decision or choice we make, we either enter through Christ or climb over some other way.
	Those who ‘climb over some other way’ think they know best, they take matters into their own hands, they cannot be bothered, and they look for the easy way out.  It is, in other words, the way of pride and arrogance.
	To enter through the gate, however, is the path of the meek, the obedient, those who allow themselves to be led by the shepherd.
	Psalm 121 says ‘The Lord is your guardian, he neither sleeps nor slumbers, ...by day the sun will not smite you, nor the moon by night, he guards you from all harm, he guards your life.”  These words are experienced as reality for those who enter through Christ, the shepherd and the door.
	Which way will you choose today?
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	Works around the Parish
	A big thank you to all the volunteers who have helped with the works around the parish. With their goodwill we have completed several projects.
	Thanks especially to:
	Steve and Freddy who helped Fr. Mike renovate the youth room in the Lower Church, and are renovating the cafeteria in Conlon Hall, these spaces can now be used by parish groups for their meetings.
	The Men’s Basketball group who installed new LED lights in Conlon Hall and cleaned and polished the floors in the cafeteria and the gym.
	Hugo and his brother Cesar who fabricated and installed two roofs covering the stairwells to the Lower Church. This will prevent future flooding in the that in the Lower Church.
	The Spanish choir Tras Sus Huellas (In His Footsteps) who installed a new floor in the school library – which can now be used by parish groups for meetings.
	Luis who fixed the electrical issue in the choir stairwell to restore lights in that space.
	Tom and Mark –  volunteers from Fr. Sean’s previous parish in Woodcliff Lake, who installed new light switches in Conlon Hall, and also installed night-time lights in our bell tower.
	Reina and her family who continue to upkeep the plants and shrubbery around the parish as part of the Weeds and Wheat ministry.

	St. John’s Food Pantry
	Thank you for your generous support of food and cash donations. Grocery donations may be placed in the Rubbermaid shed behind the Parish Life Center or in the bins at the Shoprite of New Milford.  At this time we need: white rice, peanut butter & jelly, cereal, coffee, bath tissue and paper towels.  May the Lord bless you for your kindness and caring.
	The Pope’s Monthly Intention For priests in crisis Let us pray for priests going through moments of crisis in their vocation, that they may find the accompaniment they need and that communities may support them with understanding and prayer.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org


	St. John’s Prayer Groups
	Legion of Mary  Saturdays, 9:30–11 AM, Lower Church (Eng)
	Padre Pio Prayer Group 2nd Sat., 2:00–4:30 PM, Conlon Hall Cafeteria
	El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI 2nd–4th Sat., 1:30–5:30 PM, Lower Church.  Info: Lourdes 201-233-8235 / John 201-658-4032
	Anointing Fire Ministry Mondays, 7:00–10 PM, Parish Life Center Chapel 2nd Fri., 10:00 PM–6:30 AM, LC (Adoration).

	This Weekend is Called by Name Sunday!
	Cardinal Tobin is asking us to identify faithful young men (ages 15-35) who exhibit a love of God and neighbor, and who may be open to learning more about the priesthood. To submit names, please visit newarkpriest.com.
	The men whose names you submit will receive a letter of encouragement from Cardinal Tobin, invitations to discernment events, and support from our Vocation Team.  Thank you for supporting vocations!
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org
	CONLON HALL 19 William St, Bergenfield, NJ

	Las Intenciones Mensuales del Papa Por los sacerdotes en crisis Oremos por los sacerdotes que atraviesan momentos de crisis en su vocación, para que encuentren el acompañamiento que necesitan y para que las comunidades los apoyen con comprensión y oración.

	Grupos Parroquiales
	La Palabra  Lunes, 7:30–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Legión de María Lunes, 6:00–7:30 PM, Capilla PLC
	Emaús Mujeres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Emaús Hombres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, PLC Basement
	Luz y Vida Jueves, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Preciosa Sangre de Cristo  Viernes, 8:00–9:00 PM, 2ndo piso de PLC
	Matrimonios Con Cristo 3er Viernes, 7:00–9:45 PM, Iglesia de abajo
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	I am the way and the truth  and the life.  – John 14:6
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” (Jn 14:15)
	What are the commandments of Jesus? ‘Does he mean the Ten Commandments?’ I asked myself upon reading today’s Gospel.  I came across an author called Paul Ellis who had also asked himself the same thing, I share some of his thoughts here: A legalist reads this backwards: “You will keep my commandments if you love me.” In other words, we must prove our love for God by doing what He commands.
	But keeping His commands is a by-product of love.  To give an example, there are many laws governing the responsibilities of fathers in situations of domestic violence. Break any of these laws and you might go to jail or have your kids taken away. It’s a serious business. But to be honest, I couldn’t tell you what these laws are. I’ve never read them. Yet I can confidently declare that most of the Dads I know are keeping every one of these laws. How do I know? Because they love their kids. They don’t keep the laws to show the authorities that they love their kids, and they don’t relate to their children on the basis of these laws. They relate to them on the basis of love and keeping the
	laws of the land flows naturally from that love relationship. They know the laws serve a good purpose, but they weren’t written for them. They were written for fathers who don’t love their kids.
	Contrary to what the legalist may tell you, keeping the laws to earn what God freely offers is a surefire sign that you don’t know the love of God. A legalist reads the words of Jesus above and sees a threat. Do the commandments or else! But love makes no threats.
	So what are the commands of Jesus?
	In today’s Gospel (John 14:15) Jesus is referring to two specific commands, the first is “A new command I give you: Love one another as  I have loved you….” (Jn 13:34)
	And the second: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me… Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves” (Jn 14:1,11)
	How can we be certain that these are His commandments? Because John – who was there when Jesus spoke these words – says so in one of his letters: “And this is His command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as He commanded us.” (1 Jn 3:23)
	What does it mean to keep His commands?  Put it altogether and Jesus is saying this: “If you love me, you will love one another as I have loved you and your faith in me will lead to miracles like I have been doing and greater miracles still.”
	Jesus’ first commandment is pretty much humanly impossible to keep, while the second commandment is definitely impossible. Impossible for the legalist, that is; but not for the one who is in love.
	The great news is that it is Christ who has loved us, even when we were sinners. Knowing, experiencing this love is the only thing that makes it possible for us to love him, and to love others in the same way. May each of us continue to grow in the experience of his love, and may we, as a result, experience the possibility of loving others exactly as they are.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	Works around the Parish
	A big thank you to all the volunteers who have helped with the works around the parish. With their goodwill we have completed several projects.
	Thanks especially to:
	Steve and Freddy who helped Fr. Mike renovate the youth room in the Lower Church, and are renovating the cafeteria in Conlon Hall, these spaces can now be used by parish groups for their meetings.
	The Men’s Basketball group who installed new LED lights in Conlon Hall and cleaned and polished the floors in the cafeteria and the gym.
	Hugo and his brother Cesar who fabricated and installed two roofs covering the stairwells to the Lower Church. This will prevent future flooding in the that in the Lower Church.
	The Spanish choir Tras Sus Huellas (In His Footsteps) who installed a new floor in the school library – which can now be used by parish groups for meetings.
	Luis who fixed the electrical issue in the choir stairwell to restore lights in that space.
	Tom and Mark –  volunteers from Fr. Sean’s previous parish in Woodcliff Lake, who installed new light switches in Conlon Hall, and also installed night-time lights in our bell tower.
	Reina and her family who continue to upkeep the plants and shrubbery around the parish as part of the Weeds and Wheat ministry.

	Respect Life Committee – Baby Bottle Drive
	Next weekend (Mother’s Day Weekend - May 9-10 ), the Respect Life Committee will be handing out Baby Bottles to be filled with change, which will be donated to the three Crisis Pregnancy Centers we support throughout the year. We will be collecting the bottles on or before Father’s Day. Please be as generous as you can. The centers are always most grateful for our help.

	SJRC Youth Group! Next meeting is May 10th from 12-2 in Conlon Hall. Come make cheesesteaks with us!
	St. John’s Prayer Groups
	Legion of Mary  Saturdays, 9:30–11 AM, Lower Church (Eng)
	Padre Pio Prayer Group 2nd Sat., 2:00–4:30 PM, Conlon Hall Cafeteria
	El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI 2nd–4th Sat., 1:30–5:30 PM, Lower Church.  Info: Lourdes 201-233-8235 / John 201-658-4032
	Anointing Fire Ministry Mondays, 7:00–10 PM, Parish Life Center Chapel 2nd Fri., 10:00 PM–6:30 AM, LC (Adoration).
	The Pope’s Monthly Intention That everyone might have food Let us pray that everyone, from large producers to small consumers, be committed to avoid wasting food, and to ensure that everyone has access to quality food.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org


	Women’s Cornerstone XXIII June 12 and 13, 2026
	What is Cornerstone? Cornerstone is a Spiritual Retreat for the women of our parish. It is designed to renew and refresh you, your faith, and your relationship with God.  It is described as a spa for your soul!
	What to expect? In Cornerstone, you will meet and interact with people of faith in a warm, welcoming environment. The music, prayers, and activities have been selected just for you. Delicious meals and materials are provided.  Dress is casual.  There will be presentations and small group activities during the Cornerstone Weekend. There is time for personal Reflection, Rosary, Reconciliation, and Liturgy of the Eucharist.
	Where does Cornerstone Weekend happen?
	The Cornerstone Weekend takes place in the Parish Life Center at St. John the Evangelist in Bergenfield, New Jersey. Activities begin on Friday at 7:00 PM. Candidates return again on Saturday 7:30 AM and conclude the day at 7:30 PM, with anticipated mass at 5:30 pm.   (Women do not sleep over on Friday Night.)

	Who conducts the Cornerstone Weekend?
	The Cornerstone Weekend is organized by women of our parish who have already experienced a Cornerstone retreat. The team prepares all year, selecting a theme, music, and activities to make the weekend enjoyable and uplifting.  For more information contact:
	Charissa Villamayor: 347-705-2325 charissavillamayor@gmail.com Beatrice D'Souza: 201-895-9042 beadsouza@gmail.com


	Women’s Cornerstone XXIII Registration Form
	Name:___________________________________
	Address:_________________________________
	________________________________________
	Home Phone:_____________________________
	Cell Phone:  _____________________________
	Email:   _________________________________
	Spouse / Family / Friend Contact:  We need two contacts, please.
	Name (family member):
	________________________________________
	Relationship: _____________________________
	Cell Phone: _____________________________
	Email: _________________________________
	Name (friend):___________________________
	Relationship:_____________________________
	Cell Phone:______________________________
	Email:___________________________________
	Did someone refer you?
	His/her Name:____________________________
	Please return this form via email to the contacts with your $50 donation to Chang Zelle  (908) 894-4920 or Venmo @Chang-Caulfield with label Cornerstone Women XXIII.  If you want to pay cash, please hand it to one of the sisters in a marked sealed envelope. Financial assistance is available, if needed. Deadline for registration is May 31, 2026.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	Las Intenciones Mensuales del Papa Que todos tengan alimento Oremos para que todos, desde los grandes productores hasta los pequeños consumidores, se comprometan a evitar el desperdicio de alimentos y a garantizar que todos tengan acceso a una alimentación de calidad.

	Grupos Parroquiales
	La Palabra  Lunes, 7:30–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Legión de María Lunes, 6:00–7:30 PM, Capilla PLC
	Emaús Mujeres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Emaús Hombres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, PLC Basement
	Luz y Vida Jueves, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Preciosa Sangre de Cristo  Viernes, 8:00–9:00 PM, 2ndo piso de PLC
	Matrimonios Con Cristo 3er Viernes, 7:00–9:45 PM, Iglesia de abajo
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	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	A few years ago, in my capacity as a Police Chaplain, I attended a three day course at the Bergen County Police Academy. The course was for active duty Police Officers, there were thirty of them from different Police Departments on the course.
	One exercise asked the Police Officers to write a letter to someone who had been an important positive influence in their life. The letter was to express gratitude to this person, saying how they had made a difference in that Officers life. A few minutes silence passed while everyone wrote their letters.
	The instructor then asked for a volunteer to share who it was they wrote to.  Awkward silence in the room. Then a few piped
	up, sharing the names of the people they had written to, and why.
	We were then asked for a volunteer to actually call the person they had written to, and read them the letter over the phone.  There followed an even longer, more awkward silence! – Not an easy ask for a room full of Cops! But one volunteered. He had written his letter to his Mom. To the amazement, chuckles and joy of the rest of the cops in the room, he proceeded make the call to his mother!
	I think he was praying she wouldn’t pick up, but she did, and he put the call on speakerphone for all of us in the room to hear….
	Cop: ‘Hi Mom, it’s me...’ Mom: ‘Oh hi sweetie, how are you?....’
	He told his Mom where he was, and that as part of a training excessive he had been asked to write a letter of gratitude to a person he was thankful for, and that he was calling because he had written to her, and that the she was on speaker phone in a room full of Cops.
	She said ‘OK’. Her son then read his letter to her, as we all listened in silence. When he finished reading, his Mom said:
	‘O honey, that’s so sweet, I don’t know what to say, you made my day...’
	The room erupted in applause, with loud whoops and high fives, and everyone shouting to the speaker: ‘I love you Mom!’
	That event changed the whole mood for the rest of the afternoon.
	Each of us have a letter to write, or a phone call to make, or a conversation to have with our Mom. She will listen to us….. either in person, or on the phone, or from Heaven. Our Moms deserve to hear our gratitude. Expressing our gratitude to them also changes who we are. If that is true of our mothers, who gave us earthly life, how much more true is it of Jesus Christ, who is Risen from the dead, and gives us Eternal Life.

	HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY​!
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	Don Bosco Prep Summer Camp
	Looking for an exciting way to make this summer count? Don Bosco Prep is offering a variety of summer camps and enrichment programs for rising 8th graders and students of all interests! From HSPT Prep Courses and hands-on Robotics Workshops to competitive Sports Camps and Theater Under the Stars, there’s something for everyone. Whether your child wants to sharpen academic skills, explore creativity, or stay active, Don Bosco Prep provides a fun, engaging, and faith-filled summer experience. Programs begin in July. Visit donboscoprep.org for registration and full details.

	Respect Life Committee – Baby Bottle Drive
	Today, after all the Masses, members of the Respect Life Committee will be handing out Baby Bottles. Please take one and, if you can, fill it with change for the 3 Pregnancy Centers we support.  Return the bottles on or before Father's Day.

	St. John’s Prayer Groups
	Legion of Mary  Saturdays, 9:30–11 AM, Lower Church (Eng)
	Padre Pio Prayer Group 2nd Sat., 2:00–4:30 PM, Conlon Hall Cafeteria
	El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI 2nd–4th Sat., 1:30–5:30 PM, Lower Church.  Info: Lourdes 201-233-8235 / John 201-658-4032
	Anointing Fire Ministry Mondays, 7:00–10 PM, Parish Life Center Chapel 2nd Fri., 10:00 PM–6:30 AM, LC (Adoration).
	The Pope’s Monthly Intention That everyone might have food Let us pray that everyone, from large producers to small consumers, be committed to avoid wasting food, and to ensure that everyone has access to quality food.

	St. John’s Food Pantry
	Praise the Lord! Thanks to all your generous food donations we served 100 needy families on  Monday, April 27th (330 people).
	During Mar & Apr, the Shoprite of New Milford collected 141 bags of groceries for St John's food pantry.
	Here are our upcoming food distribution dates: Mondays – 5/25; 6/22; 7/27 & 8/24.  Items needed:
	White rice
	tuna
	coffee
	pasta and sauce
	peanut butter and jelly
	kids cereal
	bath tissue.
	You can drop off food donations at the Rubbermaid shed behind the Parish Life Center. Any questions  please contact  Joe McHale 201-655-1073, joemc1217@gmail.com.  Peace be with you ✝️
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org


	Women’s Cornerstone XXIII June 12 and 13, 2026
	What is Cornerstone? Cornerstone is a Spiritual Retreat for the women of our parish. It is designed to renew and refresh you, your faith, and your relationship with God.  It is described as a spa for your soul!
	What to expect? In Cornerstone, you will meet and interact with people of faith in a warm, welcoming environment. The music, prayers, and activities have been selected just for you. Delicious meals and materials are provided.  Dress is casual.  There will be presentations and small group activities during the Cornerstone Weekend. There is time for personal Reflection, Rosary, Reconciliation, and Liturgy of the Eucharist.
	Where does Cornerstone Weekend happen?
	The Cornerstone Weekend takes place in the Parish Life Center at St. John the Evangelist in Bergenfield, New Jersey. Activities begin on Friday at 7:00 PM. Candidates return again on Saturday 7:30 AM and conclude the day at 7:30 PM, with anticipated mass at 5:30 pm.   (Women do not sleep over on Friday Night.)

	Who conducts the Cornerstone Weekend?
	The Cornerstone Weekend is organized by women of our parish who have already experienced a Cornerstone retreat. The team prepares all year, selecting a theme, music, and activities to make the weekend enjoyable and uplifting.  For more information contact:
	Charissa Villamayor: 347-705-2325 charissavillamayor@gmail.com Beatrice D'Souza: 201-895-9042 beadsouza@gmail.com


	Women’s Cornerstone XXIII Registration Form
	Name:___________________________________
	Address:_________________________________
	________________________________________
	Home Phone:_____________________________
	Cell Phone:  _____________________________
	Email:   _________________________________
	Spouse / Family / Friend Contact:  We need two contacts, please.
	Name (family member):
	________________________________________
	Relationship: _____________________________
	Cell Phone: _____________________________
	Email: _________________________________
	Name (friend):___________________________
	Relationship:_____________________________
	Cell Phone:______________________________
	Email:___________________________________
	Did someone refer you?
	His/her Name:____________________________
	Please return this form via email to the contacts with your $50 donation to Chang Zelle  (908) 894-4920 or Venmo @Chang-Caulfield with label Cornerstone Women XXIII.  If you want to pay cash, please hand it to one of the sisters in a marked sealed envelope. Financial assistance is available, if needed. Deadline for registration is May 31, 2026.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	Las Intenciones Mensuales del Papa Que todos tengan alimento Oremos para que todos, desde los grandes productores hasta los pequeños consumidores, se comprometan a evitar el desperdicio de alimentos y a garantizar que todos tengan acceso a una alimentación de calidad.

	Grupos Parroquiales
	La Palabra  Lunes, 7:30–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Legión de María Lunes, 6:00–7:30 PM, Capilla PLC
	Emaús Mujeres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Emaús Hombres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, PLC Basement
	Luz y Vida Jueves, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Preciosa Sangre de Cristo  Viernes, 8:00–9:00 PM, 2ndo piso de PLC
	Matrimonios Con Cristo 3er Viernes, 7:00–9:45 PM, Iglesia de abajo
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	THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org
	The Solemnity of the Ascension is possibly the most forgotten of the great feasts of the Lord. Why? In part because, unlike all the other feasts of the same rank, it never falls on Sunday. Forty days after Easter is always a Thursday, and midweek services during the Paschal season are not very popular.
	Evidence of this is the fact that we are celebrating today, on a Sunday, and not on Ascension Thursday - a decision made by practically every diocese, perhaps in the hope that more people would actually attend Mass on this Solemnity.
	While Catholics in Massachusetts, Connecticut, Nebraska, Pennsylvania, and New York celebrated on Thursday - a “holy day of obligation,” the rest of the U.S. iscelebrating the Ascension today, on a Sunday.
	Yet, every time we say the Creed we profess our believe in the Ascension: “…He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.”
	The Ascension is not only a feast commemorating a past event, it’s also a realityprofessed by all the baptized. This is made explicit in the Creed, and in that text it is coupled with an earlier phrase: “He came down from heaven … and became man.”
	As God, he descended from heaven and took on human nature, and as Man, he ascended to his Father and sat down next to him, as we hear in today’s Scripture:
	“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him from their sight.”
	“Men of Galilee, why are you standing there looking at the sky? This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven will return in the same way as you have seen him going into heaven.”
	The Desert Fathers and Mothers, whose wisdom is collected in the Apophthegmata Patrum, (the Sayings of the Desert Fathers), see the Ascension of Christ as a call to inward, spiritual ascent and as a mystery of humanity being brought into the divine presence.
	The Ascenscion celebrates the fact that our human nature is already, in Christ, united with the Father. Where the head is, there also is the body. Rather than a physical departure, the Desert Fathers point us to a transformation of the heart that allows for constant communion with God - ‘I will be with you always.’
	Christ is not absent from us, but can now be more fully present to us. We can experience this ourselves by making what the Desert Fathers called theInner Ascent.
	As Christ descended from Heaven, and took flesh, and he then Ascended to the Father, we can Descend into our heart, where Christ dwells, and experience communion with the Father.
	The Ascension announces to us the joy that heaven is already present for us while we are still on earth.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	St. John’s Prayer Groups
	Legion of Mary  Saturdays, 9:30–11 AM, Lower Church (Eng)
	Padre Pio Prayer Group 2nd Sat., 2:00–4:30 PM, Conlon Hall Cafeteria
	El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI 2nd–4th Sat., 1:30–5:30 PM, Lower Church.  Info: Lourdes 201-233-8235 / John 201-658-4032
	Anointing Fire Ministry Mondays, 7:00–10 PM, Parish Life Center Chapel 2nd Fri., 10:00 PM–6:30 AM, LC (Adoration).

	St. John’s Food Pantry
	Praise the Lord! Thanks to all your generous food donations we served 100 needy families on  Monday, April 27th (330 people).
	During Mar & Apr, the Shoprite of New Milford collected 141 bags of groceries for St John's food pantry.
	Here are our upcoming food distribution dates: Mondays – 5/25; 6/22; 7/27 & 8/24.  Items needed:
	White rice
	tuna
	coffee
	pasta and sauce
	peanut butter and jelly
	kids cereal
	bath tissue.
	You can drop off food donations at the Rubbermaid shed behind the Parish Life Center. Any questions  please contact  Joe McHale 201-655-1073, joemc1217@gmail.com.  Peace be with you ✝️
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org


	Women’s Cornerstone XXIII June 12 and 13, 2026
	What is Cornerstone? Cornerstone is a Spiritual Retreat for the women of our parish. It is designed to renew and refresh you, your faith, and your relationship with God.  It is described as a spa for your soul!
	What to expect? In Cornerstone, you will meet and interact with people of faith in a warm, welcoming environment. The music, prayers, and activities have been selected just for you. Delicious meals and materials are provided.  Dress is casual.  There will be presentations and small group activities during the Cornerstone Weekend. There is time for personal Reflection, Rosary, Reconciliation, and Liturgy of the Eucharist.
	Where does Cornerstone Weekend happen?
	The Cornerstone Weekend takes place in the Parish Life Center at St. John the Evangelist in Bergenfield, New Jersey. Activities begin on Friday at 7:00 PM. Candidates return again on Saturday 7:30 AM and conclude the day at 7:30 PM, with anticipated mass at 5:30 pm.   (Women do not sleep over on Friday Night.)

	Who conducts the Cornerstone Weekend?
	The Cornerstone Weekend is organized by women of our parish who have already experienced a Cornerstone retreat. The team prepares all year, selecting a theme, music, and activities to make the weekend enjoyable and uplifting.  For more information contact:
	Charissa Villamayor: 347-705-2325 charissavillamayor@gmail.com Beatrice D'Souza: 201-895-9042 beadsouza@gmail.com


	Women’s Cornerstone XXIII Registration Form
	Name:___________________________________
	Address:_________________________________
	________________________________________
	Home Phone:_____________________________
	Cell Phone:  _____________________________
	Email:   _________________________________
	Spouse / Family / Friend Contact:  We need two contacts, please.
	Name (family member):
	________________________________________
	Relationship: _____________________________
	Cell Phone: _____________________________
	Email: _________________________________
	Name (friend):___________________________
	Relationship:_____________________________
	Cell Phone:______________________________
	Email:___________________________________
	Did someone refer you?
	His/her Name:____________________________
	Please return this form via email to the contacts with your $50 donation to Chang Zelle  (908) 894-4920 or Venmo @Chang-Caulfield with label Cornerstone Women XXIII.  If you want to pay cash, please hand it to one of the sisters in a marked sealed envelope. Financial assistance is available, if needed. Deadline for registration is May 31, 2026.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org



	La Despensa de Alimentos de St. John's
	Gracias por sus generosas donaciones; las próximas fechas de distribución son los lunes 5/25; 6/22; 7/27 & 8/24, y se necesitan artículos como arroz blanco, atún, café, pasta y salsa, mantequilla de maní y mermelada, cereal infantil y papel higiénico, los cuales pueden dejarse en el cobertizo detrás del Centro de  Parroquial.

	El Comité de Respeto por La Vida Colecta de Biberones
	Hoy, después de todas las Misas, los miembros del Comité Pro-Vida estarán distribuyendo biberones. Por favor, tome uno y, si puede, llénelo con monedas para los 3 Centros de Embarazo que apoyamos. Devuelva los biberones el Día del Padre o antes.
	Alégrense en el Señor | 17 de mayo, 2026

	Las Intenciones Mensuales del Papa Que todos tengan alimento Oremos para que todos, desde los grandes productores hasta los pequeños consumidores, se comprometan a evitar el desperdicio de alimentos y a garantizar que todos tengan acceso a una alimentación de calidad.

	Grupos Parroquiales
	La Palabra  Lunes, 7:30–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Legión de María Lunes, 6:00–7:30 PM, Capilla PLC
	Emaús Mujeres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Emaús Hombres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, PLC Basement
	Luz y Vida Jueves, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Preciosa Sangre de Cristo  Viernes, 8:00–9:00 PM, 2ndo piso de PLC
	Matrimonios Con Cristo 3er Viernes, 7:00–9:45 PM, Iglesia de abajo
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	PENTECOST SUNDAY
	Rich La Rosa & James D. Elliott
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	There are seven gifts of the Holy Spirit.  Can you name them?  They are not special gifts given to some very special people. No. They are "ordinary" gifts that are given to every Christian, to you and to me. The Church believes that these seven gifts were "infused" into each one of us when we were baptized.  They are not "special" because they are essential if we are to live a true Christian life. Today, the Feast of Pentecost, these gifts can be renewed within us. Have they grown in you? Have they grown in me? Are these gifts bearing rich fruit in our lives? WISDOM: is linked to Fear of the Lord, this gift helps us to know what comes from God, and what does not come from God. Wisdom is necessary to understand our lives, and to evaluate our thoughts and desires and feelings. Without wisdom we can get into a fine mess. Wisdom allows us to discern a vocation, to choose a career, to decide who to marry, to know what to do in our retirement.  Without wisdom we will certainly make the wrong decisions. UNDERSTANDING: gives an intuitive grasp of the truths revealed by God. Without this gift many dogmas of the Church, such as the Trinity, the Virgin Birth, the Real Presence of Christ in the Mass, may just baffle us. But with this gift, you don't need to be a theologian to understand what we believe.
	KNOWLEDGE: helps us to grasp quickly the true value of created things, and their relationship to God. Without this kind of knowledge we can easily turn things like money, possessions, career, power, sex, health, into "idols" and false gods. And this can create havoc in our lives. COUNSEL: enables us to bring the gift of knowledge to bear on all the concrete and personal decisions we have to make; decisions about how we conduct our relationships, use our sexuality, live our marriage; how many children we should have, how to bring them up, what to do with our money. ..etc. PIETY: this gift perfects justice, because it moves us to help people out of love and reverence for God. Without Piety we are in danger of loving for selfish reasons, and helping others just to quieten our conscience, or to give money to the poor just to get them off our doorstep. FORTITUDE: produces supernatural strength in us, so that facing dangers, problems, temptations, difficult responsibilities, we stand firm, when by nature we would give in, or run away, or quit our marriage, or abandon our priesthood, or pack-in our job... FEAR OF THE LORD: does not mean being afraid of God, but fearing that he lift his hand from our head, that he abandon us to our own desires and fancies.  This gift produces in us such a love, reverence and respect for God, that it curbs our desire for an easy life, our thirst for fame, power and success, our lust for pleasure, and helps to free us from selfish and lazy ways, from addictions and bad habits.  Fear of the Lord comes from knowing one’s own weakness, and experiencing God’s mercy there. These seven gifts are not special graces given to special people. They are the ordinary gifts of the Holy Spirit, because without them, it is impossible to live a true Christian life: whatever our vocation. Imagine a parent or a grand-parent today, without WISDOM. What a disaster! Or a Catholic trying to live their faith, or explain it to others, or to catechize or evangelize, without UNDERSTANDING! Imagine high school or college students, living in the fast lane, without KNOWLEDGE. Where will they end up morally or sexually? Or imagine married couples trying to raise a family without the gift of COUNSEL. God help them, and God help their children! Imagine a priest in a busy parish, without PIETY. Pity his parishioners. Pity the poor people who call at his door! And can any school teacher today survive without FORTITUDE? I doubt it. And imagine you or me trying to live generous and loving lives without FEAR OF THE LORD! Impossible! That is why the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit are not important. They are essential. May they grow within each one of us through the grace of the Holy Spirit.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	The First 5 Summit
	The First 5 Summit is a dynamic and hope-filled gathering designed especially for couples in their first 5 years of marriage.
	Saturday, June 13, 2026 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (Mass available at the Cathedral at 5 PM) $60 per Couple  (includes catered lunch, refreshments, and all supplies)
	Visit https://archdioceseofnewark.regfox.com/first-5-summit for more information.

	Religious Education Registration
	The office of Religious Education will begin enrollment on June 1st, 2026. We are in the process of transitioning to a new data management system. This means that we encourage ALL new & existing SJRE families to register their child for the 2026-2027 year.
	Please check your emails and the St. John’s website for more information.
	Happy Summer!

	St. John’s Prayer Groups
	Legion of Mary  Saturdays, 9:30–11 AM, Lower Church (Eng)
	Padre Pio Prayer Group 2nd Sat., 2:00–4:30 PM, Conlon Hall Cafeteria
	El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI 2nd–4th Sat., 1:30–5:30 PM, Lower Church.  Info: Lourdes 201-233-8235 / John 201-658-4032
	Anointing Fire Ministry Mondays, 7:00–10 PM, Parish Life Center Chapel 2nd Fri., 10:00 PM–6:30 AM, LC (Adoration).

	St. John’s Food Pantry
	Praise the Lord! Thanks to all your generous food donations we served 100 needy families on  Monday, April 27th (330 people).
	During Mar & Apr, the Shoprite of New Milford collected 141 bags of groceries for St John's food pantry.
	Here are our upcoming food distribution dates: Mondays – 5/25; 6/22; 7/27 & 8/24.  Items needed:
	White rice
	tuna
	coffee
	pasta and sauce
	peanut butter and jelly
	kids cereal
	bath tissue.
	You can drop off food donations at the Rubbermaid shed behind the Parish Life Center. Any questions  please contact  Joe McHale 201-655-1073, joemc1217@gmail.com.  Peace be with you ✝️
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org


	Women’s Cornerstone XXIII June 12 and 13, 2026
	What is Cornerstone? Cornerstone is a Spiritual Retreat for the women of our parish. It is designed to renew and refresh you, your faith, and your relationship with God.  It is described as a spa for your soul!
	What to expect? In Cornerstone, you will meet and interact with people of faith in a warm, welcoming environment. The music, prayers, and activities have been selected just for you. Delicious meals and materials are provided.  Dress is casual.  There will be presentations and small group activities during the Cornerstone Weekend. There is time for personal Reflection, Rosary, Reconciliation, and Liturgy of the Eucharist.
	Where does Cornerstone Weekend happen?
	The Cornerstone Weekend takes place in the Parish Life Center at St. John the Evangelist in Bergenfield, New Jersey. Activities begin on Friday at 7:00 PM. Candidates return again on Saturday 7:30 AM and conclude the day at 7:30 PM, with anticipated mass at 5:30 pm.   (Women do not sleep over on Friday Night.)

	Who conducts the Cornerstone Weekend?
	The Cornerstone Weekend is organized by women of our parish who have already experienced a Cornerstone retreat. The team prepares all year, selecting a theme, music, and activities to make the weekend enjoyable and uplifting.  For more information contact:
	Charissa Villamayor: 347-705-2325 charissavillamayor@gmail.com Beatrice D'Souza: 201-895-9042 beadsouza@gmail.com


	Women’s Cornerstone XXIII Registration Form
	Name:___________________________________
	Address:_________________________________
	________________________________________
	Home Phone:_____________________________
	Cell Phone:  _____________________________
	Email:   _________________________________
	Spouse / Family / Friend Contact:  We need two contacts, please.
	Name (family member):
	________________________________________
	Relationship: _____________________________
	Cell Phone: _____________________________
	Email: _________________________________
	Name (friend):___________________________
	Relationship:_____________________________
	Cell Phone:______________________________
	Email:___________________________________
	Did someone refer you?
	His/her Name:____________________________
	Please return this form via email to the contacts with your $50 donation to Chang Zelle  (908) 894-4920 or Venmo @Chang-Caulfield with label Cornerstone Women XXIII.  If you want to pay cash, please hand it to one of the sisters in a marked sealed envelope. Financial assistance is available, if needed. Deadline for registration is May 31, 2026.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	Las Intenciones Mensuales del Papa Que todos tengan alimento Oremos para que todos, desde los grandes productores hasta los pequeños consumidores, se comprometan a evitar el desperdicio de alimentos y a garantizar que todos tengan acceso a una alimentación de calidad.

	Grupos Parroquiales
	La Palabra  Lunes, 7:30–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Legión de María Lunes, 6:00–7:30 PM, Capilla PLC
	Emaús Mujeres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Emaús Hombres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, PLC Basement
	Luz y Vida Jueves, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Preciosa Sangre de Cristo  Viernes, 8:00–9:00 PM, 2ndo piso de PLC
	Matrimonios Con Cristo 3er Viernes, 7:00–9:45 PM, Iglesia de abajo
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	ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST
	THE SOLEMNITY OF  THE MOST HOLY TRINITY
	MAY 31, 2026
	PASTOR
	Rev. Sean A. Manson pastor@sjrc.org

	PAROCHIAL VICARS
	Rev. Oliver D. Nilo olivernilo2020@gmail.com
	Rev. Michael Bollinger fr.mbollinger@gmail.com
	Rev. Héctor Larrea larreala@yahoo.com

	PERMANENT DEACONS
	Deacon James A. Detura deaconjimdetura@gmail.com Deacon Alfonso Madé amade131@gmail.com
	PASTOR EMERITUS Rev. Msgr. Richard J. Arnhols MsgrRJA@aol.com
	DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES Lisa Oggioni Marciano opus58@optonline.net
	PARISH SECRETARY  Malu Canlas mcanlas@sjrc.org
	TRUSTEES Mrs. Patricia D. Rickly Mr. Enrique G. Enriquez
	DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION Maria Campoverde stjohnsreligiouseducation@gmail.com

	ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS ED. Aimee Landestoy sjrc.bulletin@gmail.com
	MASS SCHEDULE  Sat Vigil: 5:30 , 7:00 PM (Sp) Sun Masses: 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM,  10:30 AM, 12:00 PM, 1:15 PM (Sp) Daily (Mon-Fri): 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM,  6:30 PM (Tues: 6:30 PM Sp) Sat Masses: 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM Penance (Sat): 1:00 PM-2:00 PM




	Rich La Rosa & James D. Elliott
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	She was born on July 18 1880 at the military base at Avord, France, as the first child of Captain Joseph Catez and Marie Rolland, andwas baptized at the camp's chapel four days later. Elisabeth Catez was a young woman with outstanding beauty, and was a gifted pianist. But at the age of 21, much to the disappointment of many young men, and one in particular who adored her, she entered the Discalced Carmelite Convent in Dijon. We know her as Elizabeth of the Trinity, the name given her when she entered the convent.
	As a child Elizabeth had a terrible temper, but after her First Holy Communion she became more controlled and developed a relationship with God in the Persons of the Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Against her mother’s wishes she entered the Carmel, and died there at the age of 26.
	She knew the secret to holiness, because she experienced God as a community of Persons.​
	This Sunday the Church also celebrates what she has experienced of God communicating with us –The Feast of the Holy Trinity.
	This has often been referred to, unfortunately, as the Doctrine of the Trinity. More than a doctrine, the Trinity is a relationship of persons, a family.
	God is not alone, aloof, distanced, other, beyond, an unmoved mover, or somewhere over the rainbow. God is experienced as Love. This love is very close to us. For this reason we are never alone. The love of the Father for the Son, and the love which the Son has for the Father. The love they share is itself so real that it is expressed as a third person, the Holy Spirit. God is a Person with an inner life of love. Every love implies a LOVER and a BELOVED and a LOVE that unites them. These ‘three loves’ make up the love which is God. This is holiness.
	God does not ask impossible things of us. He is a community of persons. He invites us to share in his Love, his Holiness.
	Holiness is an invitation. For sure this invitation will be made to us today. May it catchus off guard, shakes our complacency, and pierce our hearts.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	The First 5 Summit
	The First 5 Summit is a dynamic and hope-filled gathering designed especially for couples in their first 5 years of marriage.
	Saturday, June 13, 2026 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (Mass available at the Cathedral at 5 PM) $60 per Couple  (includes catered lunch, refreshments, and all supplies)
	Visit https://archdioceseofnewark.regfox.com/first-5-summit for more information.

	St. John’s Prayer Groups
	Legion of Mary  Saturdays, 9:30–11 AM, Lower Church (Eng)
	Padre Pio Prayer Group 2nd Sat., 2:00–4:30 PM, Conlon Hall Cafeteria
	El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI 2nd–4th Sat., 1:30–5:30 PM, Lower Church.  Info: Lourdes 201-233-8235 / John 201-658-4032
	Anointing Fire Ministry Mondays, 7:00–10 PM, Parish Life Center Chapel 2nd Fri., 10:00 PM–6:30 AM, LC (Adoration).

	St. John’s Food Pantry
	A big thank you to the letter carriers from the Bergenfield post office. They collected 90 bags of donated groceries and delivered then to St John's food pantry. TERRIFIC!
	With this support our wonderful food pantry volunteers were able to provide a wide assortment of food to 70 needy families (250 people) at our monthly food distribution on a rainy Memorial Day. A caring group of teenagers from Bergenfield High School did a great job on Sunday afternoon helping our team sort and pack out all the food donations. OUTSTANDING! Thank you for your continued support of St John's food pantry. Cash donations or checks may be dropped off or mailed to the rectory. Food donations may be placed in the Rubbermaid shed behind the Parish Life Center. Jesus said.  "IT IS BETTER TO GIVE, THAN RECEIVE".
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org


	Women’s Cornerstone XXIII June 12 and 13, 2026
	What is Cornerstone? Cornerstone is a Spiritual Retreat for the women of our parish. It is designed to renew and refresh you, your faith, and your relationship with God.  It is described as a spa for your soul!
	What to expect? In Cornerstone, you will meet and interact with people of faith in a warm, welcoming environment. The music, prayers, and activities have been selected just for you. Delicious meals and materials are provided.  Dress is casual.  There will be presentations and small group activities during the Cornerstone Weekend. There is time for personal Reflection, Rosary, Reconciliation, and Liturgy of the Eucharist.
	Where does Cornerstone Weekend happen?
	The Cornerstone Weekend takes place in the Parish Life Center at St. John the Evangelist in Bergenfield, New Jersey. Activities begin on Friday at 7:00 PM. Candidates return again on Saturday 7:30 AM and conclude the day at 7:30 PM, with anticipated mass at 5:30 pm.   (Women do not sleep over on Friday Night.)

	Who conducts the Cornerstone Weekend?
	The Cornerstone Weekend is organized by women of our parish who have already experienced a Cornerstone retreat. The team prepares all year, selecting a theme, music, and activities to make the weekend enjoyable and uplifting.  For more information contact:
	Charissa Villamayor: 347-705-2325 charissavillamayor@gmail.com Beatrice D'Souza: 201-895-9042 beadsouza@gmail.com


	Women’s Cornerstone XXIII Registration Form
	Name:___________________________________
	Address:_________________________________
	________________________________________
	Home Phone:_____________________________
	Cell Phone:  _____________________________
	Email:   _________________________________
	Spouse / Family / Friend Contact:  We need two contacts, please.
	Name (family member):
	________________________________________
	Relationship: _____________________________
	Cell Phone: _____________________________
	Email: _________________________________
	Name (friend):___________________________
	Relationship:_____________________________
	Cell Phone:______________________________
	Email:___________________________________
	Did someone refer you?
	His/her Name:____________________________
	Please return this form via email to the contacts with your $50 donation to Chang Zelle  (908) 894-4920 or Venmo @Chang-Caulfield with label Cornerstone Women XXIII.  If you want to pay cash, please hand it to one of the sisters in a marked sealed envelope. Financial assistance is available, if needed. Deadline for registration is May 31, 2026.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	Las Intenciones Mensuales del Papa Que todos tengan alimento Oremos para que todos, desde los grandes productores hasta los pequeños consumidores, se comprometan a evitar el desperdicio de alimentos y a garantizar que todos tengan acceso a una alimentación de calidad.

	Grupos Parroquiales
	La Palabra  Lunes, 7:30–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Legión de María Lunes, 6:00–7:30 PM, Capilla PLC
	Emaús Mujeres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Emaús Hombres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, PLC Basement
	Luz y Vida Jueves, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Preciosa Sangre de Cristo  Viernes, 8:00–9:00 PM, 2ndo piso de PLC
	Matrimonios Con Cristo 3er Viernes, 7:00–9:45 PM, Iglesia de abajo


	6050_060726.pdf
	MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST
	Margaret Murphy
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	I am delighted to announce that Cardinal Tobin has assigned Fr. Jose Eduardo Sanchez to the parish of St. John the Evangelist, Bergenfield. Fr. Jose Eduardo was ordained on May 23rd, 2026, and has been sent to us to begin his priestly ministry.
	The evening before the presbyteral ordinations, Fr. Olly led a Holy Hour here for vocations and asked that we pray that one of the newly ordained priests would be sent here. Our prayers were answered!
	Fr. Jose Eduardo is the oldest of seven brothers and sisters, all of whom live in Argentina. He was in his third year of studies to become an aeronautical engineer in that country when he came to Redemptoris Mater Seminary in Newark.
	“Up to that moment, I never thought of leaving my small town,” he said. “It was everything to me, and I had everything I wanted near me,” he said.
	His vocational journey has been a “miracle from God,” he says. Although he was raised Catholic, “I had not been particularly religious.”
	“It was through the Neocatechumenal Way that God kept me in the Church,” he said, saying that the charism had been a great help to him and his family.
	Feeling uncertain about his future, he asked God for guidance. Soon after, he went to the World Youth Day in Brazil. “During that pilgrimage, I not only found my calling, but my purpose for my life,” he said. “God showed me that he was not indifferent to my sufferings and that He has always been by me.” Following the event, Fr. Jose Eduardo began to attend vocational discernment meetings. A year later, he would board a plane for the U.S. “I remember the day when I left for Buenos Aires to depart for Newark as if it was yesterday because it was the very first time I saw my dad cry and my mom comforting him,” he recalled. “That memory has accompanied me in the years since, because I saw the love of God and my parents’ freedom and trust in God in letting me go.”
	After completing his first year of theology, as part of his seminary formation, Fr. Jose Eduardo was sent as an itinerant missionary on a three-year mission trip to different U.S. locations. “Up to that moment, I still had many doubts about my vocation,” he said, adding that the itinerancy helped him overcome his worries. “During those years, I saw how God was victorious over all my fears,” he said. He returned from the mission confident that God was guiding him to the priesthood.
	Fr. Jose Eduardo will officially begin his ministry in July, but he is here now and will be helping out with some Masses.
	Asked what message he would like to share with St. John’s, Fr. Jose Eduardo said, “God is faithful and very near to us.”
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	The First 5 Summit
	The First 5 Summit is a dynamic and hope-filled gathering designed especially for couples in their first 5 years of marriage.
	Saturday, June 13, 2026 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (Mass available at the Cathedral at 5 PM) $60 per Couple  (includes catered lunch, refreshments, and all supplies)
	Visit https://archdioceseofnewark.regfox.com/first-5-summit for more information.

	St. John’s Prayer Groups
	Legion of Mary  Saturdays, 9:30–11 AM, Lower Church (Eng)
	Padre Pio Prayer Group 2nd Sat., 2:00–4:30 PM, Conlon Hall Cafeteria
	El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI 2nd–4th Sat., 1:30–5:30 PM, Lower Church.  Info: Lourdes 201-233-8235 / John 201-658-4032
	Anointing Fire Ministry Mondays, 7:00–10 PM, Parish Life Center Chapel 2nd Fri., 10:00 PM–6:30 AM, LC (Adoration).

	St. John’s Food Pantry
	A big thank you to the letter carriers from the Bergenfield post office. They collected 90 bags of donated groceries and delivered then to St John's food pantry. TERRIFIC!
	With this support our wonderful food pantry volunteers were able to provide a wide assortment of food to 70 needy families (250 people) at our monthly food distribution on a rainy Memorial Day. A caring group of teenagers from Bergenfield High School did a great job on Sunday afternoon helping our team sort and pack out all the food donations. OUTSTANDING! Thank you for your continued support of St John's food pantry. Cash donations or checks may be dropped off or mailed to the rectory. Food donations may be placed in the Rubbermaid shed behind the Parish Life Center. Jesus said.  "IT IS BETTER TO GIVE, THAN RECEIVE".
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org


	Women’s Cornerstone XXIII June 12 and 13, 2026 LAST WEEK TO REGISTER
	What is Cornerstone? Cornerstone is a Spiritual Retreat for the women of our parish. It is designed to renew and refresh you, your faith, and your relationship with God.  It is described as a spa for your soul!
	What to expect? In Cornerstone, you will meet and interact with people of faith in a warm, welcoming environment. The music, prayers, and activities have been selected just for you. Delicious meals and materials are provided.  Dress is casual.  There will be presentations and small group activities during the Cornerstone Weekend. There is time for personal Reflection, Rosary, Reconciliation, and Liturgy of the Eucharist.
	Where does Cornerstone Weekend happen?
	The Cornerstone Weekend takes place in the Parish Life Center at St. John the Evangelist in Bergenfield, New Jersey. Activities begin on Friday at 7:00 PM. Candidates return again on Saturday 7:30 AM and conclude the day at 7:30 PM, with anticipated mass at 5:30 pm.   (Women do not sleep over on Friday Night.)

	Who conducts the Cornerstone Weekend?
	The Cornerstone Weekend is organized by women of our parish who have already experienced a Cornerstone retreat. The team prepares all year, selecting a theme, music, and activities to make the weekend enjoyable and uplifting.  For more information contact:
	Charissa Villamayor: 347-705-2325 charissavillamayor@gmail.com Beatrice D'Souza: 201-895-9042 beadsouza@gmail.com


	Women’s Cornerstone XXIII Registration Form
	Name:___________________________________
	Address:_________________________________
	________________________________________
	Home Phone:_____________________________
	Cell Phone:  _____________________________
	Email:   _________________________________
	Spouse / Family / Friend Contact:  We need two contacts, please.
	Name (family member):
	________________________________________
	Relationship: _____________________________
	Cell Phone: _____________________________
	Email: _________________________________
	Name (friend):___________________________
	Relationship:_____________________________
	Cell Phone:______________________________
	Email:___________________________________
	Did someone refer you?
	His/her Name:____________________________
	Please return this form via email to the contacts with your $50 donation to Chang Zelle  (908) 894-4920 or Venmo @Chang-Caulfield with label Cornerstone Women XXIII.  If you want to pay cash, please hand it to one of the sisters in a marked sealed envelope. Financial assistance is available, if needed. Deadline for registration is June 7, 2026.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	Las Intenciones Mensuales del Papa Por los valores del deporte Oremos para que el deporte sea un instrumento de paz, encuentro y diálogo entre culturas y naciones, y que promueva valores como el respeto, la solidaridad y el crecimiento personal.

	Grupos Parroquiales
	La Palabra  Lunes, 7:30–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Legión de María Lunes, 6:00–7:30 PM, Capilla PLC
	Emaús Mujeres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Emaús Hombres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, PLC Basement
	Luz y Vida Jueves, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Preciosa Sangre de Cristo  Viernes, 8:00–9:00 PM, 2ndo piso de PLC
	Matrimonios Con Cristo 3er Viernes, 7:00–9:45 PM, Iglesia de abajo


	6050_061426.pdf
	ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST
	ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	JUNE 14, 2026
	PASTOR
	PAROCHIAL VICARS
	Rev. Jose Eduardo Sanchez

	PERMANENT DEACONS
	DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES Lisa Oggioni Marciano opus58@optonline.net
	ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS ED. Aimee Landestoy sjrc.bulletin@gmail.com


	The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few... – Matthew 9:37
	RoseMary McHugh

	in your prayers.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org


	St. John’s Right to Life
	Please return your baby bottles, filled or empty, as soon as possible.  Even though we have set next Sunday, Father's Day, as the official return date, baby bottles may be returned at any time.
	Next Saturday, June 20, there will be a Pro-Life Rosary said on the steps of our church from 11 - 11:30 AM. This is a good and simple opportunity to bring our Blessed Mother and the Pro-life message to the public on a Saturday morning.  All are invited.

	St. John’s Prayer Groups
	Legion of Mary  Saturdays, 9:30–11 AM, Lower Church (Eng)
	Padre Pio Prayer Group 2nd Sat., 2:00–4:30 PM, Conlon Hall Cafeteria
	El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI 2nd–4th Sat., 1:30–5:30 PM, Lower Church.  Info: Lourdes 201-233-8235 / John 201-658-4032
	Anointing Fire Ministry Mondays, 7:00–10 PM, Parish Life Center Chapel 2nd Fri., 10:00 PM–6:30 AM, LC (Adoration).

	St. John’s Food Pantry
	We're in need of the following grocery items for our food distribution on Monday 6/22/26.
	White rice - 5lb bags
	Tuna & canned meat
	Kids cereal
	Pasta sauce
	Toilet tissue
	Coffee
	Black beans
	Canned corn & carrots
	Dish detergent
	You can drop off your food donations in the Rubbermaid shed behind the Parish Life Center (by the grotto). Cash or checks can be dropped off or mailed to St John's rectory, and our food pantry team will purchase needed items that are on sale.  Thank you very much for your kindness and caring.   Questions - contact Joe McHale  201-655-1073 / joemc1217@gmail.com

	Visit us at www.sjrc.org
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org
	Las Intenciones Mensuales del Papa Por los valores del deporte Oremos para que el deporte sea un instrumento de paz, encuentro y diálogo entre culturas y naciones y para que promueva valores como el respeto, la solidaridad y la superación personal.

	Grupos Parroquiales
	La Palabra  Lunes, 7:30–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Legión de María Lunes, 6:00–7:30 PM, Capilla PLC
	Emaús Mujeres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Emaús Hombres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, PLC Basement
	Luz y Vida Jueves, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Preciosa Sangre de Cristo  Viernes, 8:00–9:00 PM, 2ndo piso de PLC
	Matrimonios Con Cristo 3er Viernes, 7:00–9:45 PM, Iglesia de abajo


	6050_062126.pdf
	TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	John F. Callaghan & Aurora M. Geneta
	in your prayers.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	One was a Bishop, the other the Lord Chancellor. Both incurred the wrath of someone who was more powerful than both of them.
	Bishop John Fisher and Thomas More were martyred on Tower Hill, just outside the Tower of London, in front of huge crowds who had come to witness the spectacle. Bishop John was martyred on June 22 1535, and Thomas two weeks later on July 6.
	Their crime? The defense of marriage. Not any marriage, but that of the king, Henry VIII.
	John Fisher was the only bishop to oppose the King and yet he avoided confrontation with his fellow bishops. Rather, he said of them:
	“I condemn no other man’s conscience: their conscience may save them, and mine must save me. We should remember, in all the controversies in which we engage, to treat our opponents as if they were acting in good faith, even if they seem to us to be acting out of spite or self-interest”. St. John Fisher (1469-1535)
	Thomas More wrote his best devotional works while imprisoned awaiting execution, including - A Prayer for Our Enemies:
	“Almighty God, have mercy on N. and N., and on all that bear me evil will, and would me harm. Their faults and mine together, by such easy, tender, merciful means as thine infinite wisdom best can devise, vouchsafe to amend and redress; and make us saved souls in Heaven together, where we may ever live and love together with thee and thy blessed saints, O glorious Trinity, for the bitter passion of our sweet Saviour Christ. Amen”.
	Lord, give me patience in tribulation and grace in everything, to conform my will to thine, that I may truly say: “Fiat voluntas tua, duct in caelo et in terra.” (May your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven). The things, good Lord, that I pray for, give me thy grace to labour for. Amen”. (St. Thomas More 1477-1535).
	The feast day for Saints John Fisher and Thomas More is this Monday June 22. Pray for Us.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	St. John’s Right to Life
	Please return your baby bottles, filled or empty, as soon as possible.  Even though we have set next Sunday, Father's Day, as the official return date, baby bottles may be returned at any time.

	Many Nations. One Church – FIFA
	This summer, the 2026 FIFA World Cup will bring visitors from around the world to the United States, Canada, and Mexico, with nearby MetLife Stadium hosting matches in East Rutherford.
	As the nations gather, our parish joins the Church throughout the Archdiocese of Newark in offering a spirit of welcome, prayer, and hospitality to all who visit our community.
	Visitors seeking Catholic worship in northern New Jersey are welcome to join us at St. John The Evangelist.
	In this season of global attention, may our church remain places of peace, prayer, and encounter with Christ.
	PRAYER FOR VISITORS AND PILGRIMS Lord Jesus Christ, You welcomed all who came to you in faith.
	Bless all who travel to our communities during this season. May our parishes be places of peace, hospitality, and encounter with your presence.
	Strengthen us to welcome one another as brothers and sisters in Christ, and may all who enter our churches find comfort, hope, and joy in you. Amen.

	St. John’s Prayer Groups
	Legion of Mary  Saturdays, 9:30–11 AM, Lower Church (Eng)
	Padre Pio Prayer Group 2nd Sat., 2:00–4:30 PM, Conlon Hall Cafeteria
	El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI 2nd–4th Sat., 1:30–5:30 PM, Lower Church.  Info: Lourdes 201-233-8235 / John 201-658-4032
	Anointing Fire Ministry Mondays, 7:00–10 PM, Parish Life Center Chapel 2nd Fri., 10:00 PM–6:30 AM, LC (Adoration).

	St. John’s Food Pantry
	We're in need of the following grocery items for our food distribution on Monday 6/22/26.
	White rice - 5lb bags
	Tuna & canned meat
	Kids cereal
	Pasta sauce
	Toilet tissue
	Coffee
	Black beans
	Canned corn & carrots
	Dish detergent
	You can drop off your food donations in the Rubbermaid shed behind the Parish Life Center (by the grotto). Cash or checks can be dropped off or mailed to St John's rectory, and our food pantry team will purchase needed items that are on sale.  Thank you very much for your kindness and caring.   Questions - contact Joe McHale  201-655-1073 / joemc1217@gmail.com
	Key Highlights:

	Summer Faith & Family Connection
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	Las Intenciones Mensuales del Papa Por los valores del deporte Oremos para que el deporte sea un instrumento de paz, encuentro y diálogo entre culturas y naciones y para que promueva valores como el respeto, la solidaridad y la superación personal.

	Grupos Parroquiales
	La Palabra  Lunes, 7:30–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Legión de María Lunes, 6:00–7:30 PM, Capilla PLC
	Emaús Mujeres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Emaús Hombres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, PLC Basement
	Luz y Vida Jueves, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Preciosa Sangre de Cristo  Viernes, 8:00–9:00 PM, 2ndo piso de PLC
	Matrimonios Con Cristo 3er Viernes, 7:00–9:45 PM, Iglesia de abajo


	6050_062826-.pdf
	THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	Aurora M. Geneta
	in your prayers.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	I am writing from St. Peter’s square, looking at the facade of St. Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican, waiting for Pope Leo to arrive for the Wednesday general audience. The sun is baking hot, there is a vast crowd here, I am with a group of 800 priests. We have spent the last week in a convivence in Porto San Giorgio, on the Adriatic coast of Italy. All of us were ordained from the Redemptoris Mater Seminaries which are located through all of the Americas- from Canada, the US, Mexico, Central America to the countries South America.
	We spent the past four days in mission on the streets of Italy- going two by two to announce the Gospel. There were 400 teams made, and we were sent from Sicily to Sardengna, from Calabrian to Lombardia, from Puglia to Abruzzi.
	I was sent to the city of Barletta, in the south of Italy, together with my companion for the mission - Fr. Jose Ignacio, who is originally from Valencia, Spain but is a priest in Peru.
	We went as the Gospel says, without bag or money, without spare tunic or provisions. I was expecting to sleep on the street, but God had other plans. We met people who welcomed us and gave us hospitality – an elderly widow named Carmela, a man named Michele who invited us to eat at his house with his family, and also a Benedictine convent of nuns.
	We went to visit the parishes, to speak to the priests, to share our experience of Christ with them and to announce the Good News of the Gospel to them, that Christ had died for them, to forgive their sins, to offer them a new life in him. Without Christ we love no one, but ourselves, but Christ gives us the possibility to live no longer for ourselves but for him, we can live a life that is no longer a lie, a selfish, self centered life, but live as a donation of self to others, thru his grace.
	The priests welcomed us, and thanked us for sharing the Gospel with them.
	The Pope has arrived in St. Peter’s, he is giving a Catechesis on Sacrosanctum Concilium- the document of the Second Vatican Council, which speaks of the Liturgy of the Eucharist. He is speaking about the Word and the Eucharist: “It’s not a matter of having intellectual knowledge, but to encounter Christ in his Word which nourishes us and in the Eucharist bread which brings us from the decadence of sin, to new life in Christ. The holy Scripture illuminates the Eucharistic mystery.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org
	St. John’s Right to Life
	Please return your baby bottles, filled or empty, as soon as possible.  Even though we have set next Sunday, Father's Day, as the official return date, baby bottles may be returned at any time.


	PRAYER FOR VISITORS AND PILGRIMS
	Lord Jesus Christ, You welcomed all who came to you in faith.
	Bless all who travel to our communities during this season.
	May our parishes be places of peace, hospitality, and encounter with your presence.
	Strengthen us to welcome one another as brothers and sisters in Christ, and may all who enter our churches find comfort, hope, and joy in you.  Amen.
	St. John’s Prayer Groups
	Legion of Mary  Saturdays, 9:30–11 AM, Lower Church (Eng)
	Padre Pio Prayer Group 2nd Sat., 2:00–4:30 PM, Conlon Hall Cafeteria
	El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI 2nd–4th Sat., 1:30–5:30 PM, Lower Church.  Info: Lourdes 201-233-8235 / John 201-658-4032
	Anointing Fire Ministry Mondays, 7:00–10 PM, Parish Life Center Chapel 2nd Fri., 10:00 PM–6:30 AM, LC (Adoration).
	The Pope’s Monthly Intention For the values of sports Let us pray that sports be an instrument of peace, encounter, and dialogue among cultures and nations, and that they promote values such as respect, solidarity, and personal growth.

	Many Nations. One Church – FIFA
	This summer, the FIFA World Cup brings global visitors to our region, with nearby MetLife Stadium hosting matches. Our parish proudly joins the Archdiocese of Newark in offering a spirit of welcome, prayer, and hospitality to all. Visitors seeking Catholic worship in northern New Jersey are warmly invited to join us at St. John The Evangelist as we remain a place of peace and encounter with Christ.
	Key Highlights:
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	Las Intenciones Mensuales del Papa Por los valores del deporte Oremos para que el deporte sea un instrumento de paz, encuentro y diálogo entre culturas y naciones y para que promueva valores como el respeto, la solidaridad y la superación personal.

	Grupos Parroquiales
	La Palabra  Lunes, 7:30–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Legión de María Lunes, 6:00–7:30 PM, Capilla PLC
	Emaús Mujeres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Emaús Hombres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, PLC Basement
	Luz y Vida Jueves, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Preciosa Sangre de Cristo  Viernes, 8:00–9:00 PM, 2ndo piso de PLC
	Matrimonios Con Cristo 3er Viernes, 7:00–9:45 PM, Iglesia de abajo


	6050_070526.pdf
	ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST
	FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	JULY 5, 2026
	PASTOR
	PAROCHIAL VICARS
	PERMANENT DEACONS

	Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest.
	– Mattthew 11:28
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org


	Baptism
	Call the rectory (201-384-0101) to schedule.
	Parent meeting: 1st Sun. 1:30 PM (Eng),  3rd Sun. 2:45 PM (Sp). Baptisms: 2nd & 3rd Sun. 3 PM (Eng),  4th Sun. 2:45 PM (Sp).
	Parents must be parishioners, provide child’s birth certificate, and select Catholic godparents (16+, Confirmed, Eucharist, married in Church if applicable).

	Sponsor certificates due 1 week prior.

	Marriage
	Arrange one year in advance. Call the rectory (201-384-0101) for an appointment with a priest. Please obtain an updated baptismal certificate.
	Prayers for the Deceased Please remember Ivette Correa & Joseph R. Feola in your prayers.

	St. John’s Religious Education
	Registration for the 2026-2027 year is officially open! Joining our programs is a wonderful way to grow in faith, connect with our community, and build lasting friendships.
	💻 How to Register: Registration is quick, easy, and entirely online:  https://sjrc.org/religious-education/
	Need Help? If you don't have internet access or need assistance, please call the parish office and we will gladly help you register.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	This Saturday, July 4th, we celebrate the 250th Anniversary of the United States.
	This nation was founded by distancing itself from the British Monarchy. The signers of the Declaration of Independence deemed it a self evident truth that all men and women are endowed by their Creator with certain “unalienable rights.”
	Thomas Jefferson first used that phrase in 1776 as a rebuttal to the ongoing political theory of the day:
	The Divine Right of Kings. i.e, chosen by God, a Monarch is accountable only to Him, and need only answer before God for his actions. This fallacy was exposed by the Declaration of Independence.
	We do not owe blind allegiance to anybody, even if they do wear a crown. A monarch, or the State, is not our ultimate authority. The Creator is, who bids us pay allegiance not to the Divine Right of Kings, but to Him and to the unalienable rights of every person, created in His image and likeness.
	This nation is founded on unalienable rights. What does that mean? They are not alienable – they cannot be alienated or taken away, they are not transferable; they are innate.
	Among these unalienable rights are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness.
	Life. All of us receive life as a gift from God. Our life has two parts. The first is very short and is being lived now; it is a preparation for the second, which will last for all eternity. The purpose of life is to know God, to love him and serve him, and to be happy with him in this life and the next. Our life is an expression of God’s love for us.
	Liberty. Freedom. Contrary to mainstream belief, Freedom does not mean doing what we want when we want. Our Liberty can never be subjective, according to what pleases us individually, but is always objectively linked to God the Creator and to others. All liberty, all freedom is tied to responsibility. Our fallen nature is the result of a misuse of freedom, a rebellion against God, original sin. But in freedom we can also accept the grace of Christ and choose the life which he offers us.
	The Pursuit of Happiness. Happiness has to be pursued, it not a given. We can pursue happiness in many things, but it can only be found in one place, in Christ. All the happiness we will experience on July 4th –parades, hotdogs, baseball games and fireworks – are a foretaste of our real happiness, that which Jesus promises in the Gospel; that which will no longer be pursued, but experienced in its fullness in heaven.  Heaven and Hell begin this side of the grave.
	The experience of heaven is already anticipated and experienced while we are here on earth. If Heaven means communion with God and communion with one another, then we can begin to experience heaven already now. As we celebrate Independence Day, may each of us grow in our relationship with God and our communion with one another (even with the British!), may we experience that heaven begins here on earth, and be grateful for the Life, Liberty and Happiness we have. Happy Independence Day.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org
	St. John’s Right to Life
	Please return your baby bottles, filled or empty, as soon as possible.  Even though we have set next Sunday, Father's Day, as the official return date, baby bottles may be returned at any time.
	Men's Cornerstone SAVE THESE DATES: Friday 10/16 and Saturday 10/17/26 ST. JOHN'S MEN'S CORNERSTONE RETREAT
	Shared prayer, fellowship, personal reflection, good food, reconciliation, plus mass and a family supper on Sat night
	Questions: contact Joe McHale 201-655-1073/ joemc1217@gmail.com or Bob Knott 201-675-2801 / knottrj@optimum.net

	Fourth of July – 250th Anniversary

	A PRAYER FOR OUR NATION
	Father in Heaven,
	you chose Mary
	to be the mother of your Son
	and gave her to us to be our mother also.
	As we celebrate the 250th anniversary
	of independence of the United States,
	we ask Mary to protect
	and guide our country.
	May we,
	under her protection,
	be united with you
	and with one another.
	Strengthened by the gift of the Holy Spirit,
	help us to have a stronger faith,
	be filled with hope,
	and live in charity
	with all of our brothers and sisters.
	Through Christ our Lord.
	Amen.
	Happy 4th of July!
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	Many Nations. One Church – FIFA
	This summer, the FIFA World Cup brings global visitors to our region, with nearby MetLife Stadium hosting matches. Our parish proudly joins the Archdiocese of Newark in offering a spirit of welcome, prayer, and hospitality to all. Visitors seeking Catholic worship in northern New Jersey are warmly invited to join us at St. John The Evangelist as we remain a place of peace and encounter with Christ.


	PRAYER FOR VISITORS AND PILGRIMS
	Lord Jesus Christ, You welcomed all who came to you in faith. Bless all who travel to our communities during this season. May our parishes be places of peace, hospitality, and encounter with your presence. Strengthen us to welcome one another as brothers and sisters in Christ, and may all who enter our churches find comfort, hope, and joy in you.  Amen.
	St. John’s Prayer Groups
	Legion of Mary  Saturdays, 9:30–11 AM, Lower Church (Eng)
	Padre Pio Prayer Group 2nd Sat., 2:00–4:30 PM, Conlon Hall Cafeteria
	El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI 2nd–4th Sat., 1:30–5:30 PM, Lower Church.  Info: Lourdes 201-233-8235 / John 201-658-4032
	Anointing Fire Ministry Mondays, 7:00–10 PM, Parish Life Center Chapel 2nd Fri., 10:00 PM–6:30 AM, LC (Adoration).

	St John's Food Pantry
	WE NEED YOUR ASSISTANCE!! Please do not leave food, clothing or toys in the church, behind the rectory or by the garages. Our food pantry collects non-perishable groceries only in the Rubbermaid shed behind the Parish Life Center.  (By the prayer grotto)
	If you have questions, or if you need guidance, please contact Joe McHale 201-655-1073/ joemc1217@gmail.com. Thank you!  Ps - We cannot use expired food items.
	The Pope’s Monthly Intention For respect for human life Let us pray for the respect and protection of human life in all its stages, recognizing it as a gift from God.

	Cuatro de Julio – 250.º Aniversario
	UNA ORACIÓN POR NUESTRA NACIÓN
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	Baptism
	Call the rectory (201-384-0101) to schedule.
	Parent meeting: 1st Sun. 1:30 PM (Eng),  3rd Sun. 2:45 PM (Sp). Baptisms: 2nd & 3rd Sun. 3 PM (Eng),  4th Sun. 2:45 PM (Sp).
	Parents must be parishioners, provide child’s birth certificate, and select Catholic godparents (16+, Confirmed, Eucharist, married in Church if applicable).

	Sponsor certificates due 1 week prior.

	Marriage
	Arrange one year in advance. Call the rectory (201-384-0101) for an appointment with a priest. Please obtain an updated baptismal certificate.
	Prayers for the Deceased Please remember Charlemagne Ibe, Naim M. Attia,  Felicidad Inconis, Arthur Ballway,  & Librado Melo Ortiz in your prayers.

	St. John’s Religious Education
	Registration for the 2026-2027 year is officially open! Joining our programs is a wonderful way to grow in faith, connect with our community, and build lasting friendships.
	💻 How to Register: Registration is quick, easy, and entirely online:  https://sjrc.org/religious-education/
	Need Help? If you don't have internet access or need assistance, please call the parish office and we will gladly help you register.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	I just returned from Italy, and together with 800 priests, participated in a 2x2 mission to announce the Gospel. Before going on the mission, Kiko Arguello (a layman) addressed these words to us:
	“God will accompany you! You will pray the Rosary every day, which will help you. It will be a wonderful experience because the Lord will accompany you. And if you have some small suffering, that also will be a joy, and you will all return full of joy. Do not be afraid to wage war against the devil.
	He will be able to do very little to you, because all of you are shod with the zeal to announce the Gospel. The danger comes when you settle down, that is, when you take off the sandals of the announcement of the Gospel. Then the devil attacks you immediately. You cannot accept money. You are to go without money and without a cell phone. As you can imagine, the Lord in heaven is full of joy. The time has come in which Saint Francis, Saint Dominic, and Saint Ignatius of Loyola, these saints, rise up again and walk with you throughout Europe, proclaiming the Gospel. And thousands will come after you, because Europe needs to be evangelized anew. At this moment the Lord is telling us to go to the priests. Before we begin the rite, I would like to say something to you. Yet what matters is not what I tell you, but what the Lord Himself will inspire you to do. You already understand that the Lord is sending you like sheep among wolves. In other words, He sends us as little ones.
	The Lord sends you to the parishes of His Church as a sign of His love and benevolence toward His Church. This does not mean that you cannot speak with people you meet on the street. You may proclaim the Gospel along the way. The Lord has already foreseen everything. Remember that you have been entrusted with a wonderful mission. You are clothed in a radiant, invisible armor. You have been invested with a mission. That is why you are so precious at this moment. And everyone who comes into contact with you will be sanctified through your mission. It is the mission that sanctifies you; it is being sent that sanctifies you, not your own abilities. The risen Jesus Christ, who is in heaven, will accomplish what you proclaim. If you announce to a priest that God desires to give him the Holy Spirit and forgive his sins, God will do it. God will not allow your words to return empty, because He accompanies you. The Gospel tells us that Jesus ascended into heaven and continued to accompany the apostles, confirming His Word with signs and wonders. Every apostle must show that he has been sent through signs and wonders. The true sign and wonder of the Gospel is conversion. To change a man&#39;s heart, to turn him away from evil, selfishness, and the love of money..this is impossible for man! These are the true signs: that a man abandons sin.
	Remember that Saint Francis of Assisi spoke about perfect joy. I believe that you will have the opportunity to experience it. Brother Leo once asked Saint Francis, "What is perfect joy?" Saint Francis replied, ‘Suppose we arrive at the convent exhausted, freezing cold, with snow on the ground. We have not eaten, and no one has welcomed us. We long to enter the convent, if only to have something to eat and then go to sleep. We knock at the door, but the guardian mistakes us for bandits and refuses to open. We say, 'Brother Seraphim, it is us.' But he replies, 'No, you are bandits.' We knock again, but nothing happens. Finally, the guardian comes out with a stick and begins beating us, leaving us bleeding in the snow. If, at that moment, we understand that Jesus Christ has permitted this in order to grant us a grace, and we accept it in union with Christ crucified, then we shall experience perfect joy.’ This is something profoundly deep”.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org
	St. John’s Right to Life
	Please return your baby bottles, filled or empty, as soon as possible.
	Men's Cornerstone SAVE THESE DATES: Friday 10/16 and Saturday 10/17/26 ST. JOHN'S MEN'S CORNERSTONE RETREAT
	Shared prayer, fellowship, personal reflection, good food, reconciliation, plus mass and a family supper on Sat night
	Questions: contact Joe McHale 201-655-1073/ joemc1217@gmail.com or Bob Knott 201-675-2801 / knottrj@optimum.net

	NFP Week July 19th-25th
	The natural beauty of creation and the divine design of human life invite us into a deep communion of love with God. During Natural Family Planning Week, married couples are especially encouraged to honor this sacred design by remaining guided by love and open to life. This annual observance invites us to reflect on the gift of fertility and the profound role of couples as faithful stewards of creation.
	To learn about the Church’s teaching about married love and the gift of life and the ethical methods of NFP, see usccb.org/nfp
	Questions? Contact nfp@usccb.org

	Parish Collections
	June 27-28
	Parish Giving          2,527.00
	Envelopes           14,762.00


	TOTAL               17,289.00
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	St. John’s Prayer Groups
	Legion of Mary  Saturdays, 9:30–11 AM, Lower Church (Eng)
	Padre Pio Prayer Group 2nd Sat., 2:00–4:30 PM, Conlon Hall Cafeteria
	El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI 2nd–4th Sat., 1:30–5:30 PM, Lower Church.  Info: Lourdes 201-233-8235 / John 201-658-4032
	Anointing Fire Ministry Mondays, 7:00–10 PM, Parish Life Center Chapel 2nd Fri., 10:00 PM–6:30 AM, LC (Adoration).

	St John's Food Pantry
	WE NEED YOUR ASSISTANCE!! Please do not leave food, clothing or toys in the church, behind the rectory or by the garages. Our food pantry collects non-perishable groceries only in the Rubbermaid shed behind the Parish Life Center.  (By the prayer grotto)
	If you have questions, or if you need guidance, please contact Joe McHale 201-655-1073/ joemc1217@gmail.com. Thank you!  Ps - We cannot use expired food items.
	The Pope’s Monthly Intention For respect for human life Let us pray for the respect and protection of human life in all its stages, recognizing it as a gift from God.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org
	La intención del Papa para este mes Por el respeto a la vida humana Oremos para que se respete y proteja la vida humana en todas sus etapas, reconociéndola como un regalo de Dios.


	Grupos Parroquiales
	La Palabra  Lunes, 7:30–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Legión de María Lunes, 6:00–7:30 PM, Capilla PLC
	Emaús Mujeres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Emaús Hombres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, PLC Basement
	Luz y Vida Jueves, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Preciosa Sangre de Cristo  Viernes, 8:00–9:00 PM, 2ndo piso de PLC
	Matrimonios Con Cristo 3er Viernes, 7:00–9:45 PM, Iglesia de abajo

	Semana de la PFN: Del 19 al 25 de julio
	La belleza natural de la creación y el diseño divino de la vida humana nos invitan a una profunda comunión de amor con Dios. Durante la Semana de la Planificación Familiar Natural (PFN), se alienta especialmente a las parejas casadas a honrar este diseño sagrado, manteniéndose guiadas por el amor y abiertas a la vida. Esta celebración anual nos invita a reflexionar sobre el don de la fertilidad y el profundo papel de los esposos como fieles administradores de la creación. Para conocer las enseñanzas de la Iglesia sobre el amor conyugal, el don de la vida y los métodos éticos de la PFN, visite usccb.org/nfp ¿Tiene preguntas?  Póngase en contacto con nfp@usccb.org
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	Baptism
	Call the rectory (201-384-0101) to schedule.
	Parent meeting: 1st Sun. 1:30 PM (Eng),  3rd Sun. 2:45 PM (Sp). Baptisms: 2nd & 3rd Sun. 3 PM (Eng),  4th Sun. 2:45 PM (Sp).
	Parents must be parishioners, provide child’s birth certificate, and select Catholic godparents (16+, Confirmed, Eucharist, married in Church if applicable).

	Sponsor certificates due 1 week prior.

	Marriage
	Arrange one year in advance. Call the rectory (201-384-0101) for an appointment with a priest. Please obtain an updated baptismal certificate.
	Prayers for the Deceased Please remember Veronica Boylan, Frank Boccadifuoco & Librado Melo Ortiz in your prayers.

	St. John’s Religious Education
	Registration for the 2026-2027 year is officially open! Joining our programs is a wonderful way to grow in faith, connect with our community, and build lasting friendships.
	💻 How to Register: Registration is quick, easy, and entirely online:  https://sjrc.org/religious-education/
	Need Help? If you don't have internet access or need assistance, please call the parish office and we will gladly help you register.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	‘If you pull up the weeds you might uproot the wheat along with them.’
	A Church that had room only for saints and those leading impeccable moral lives would make about as much sense as a hospital that had room only for the healthy!
	We are very complex people. All of us. There is in you and me, a great mixture of good and bad, of love and hate, of gentleness and violence.
	Oskar Schindler, the German industrialist, saved over a thousand Polish Jews from the Nazi concentration camps in the Second World War.  One of these Polish Jews said of him: ‘He was our father, he was our mother, he was our only hope, and he never let us down’.
	But Oskar Schindler was no saint. He was riddled with contradictions. He was unfaithful to his wife. He womanized. He drank. He was a liar. He was a Catholic, but only in name. Once a paid up member of the Nazi Party, he was determined to end the war with ‘two trunks full of money’. But there was another and better side to him. The side that protected his workers from the death camps at considerable risk.
	Human nature is fallen. Within each one of us there is a battle between good and bad, light and darkness, strength and weakness, loyalty and betrayal.
	We must acknowledge the dark side of ourselves, without conceding victory to it. Acknowledge that we are flawed, some of us badly.
	Sins can be forgiven, but a vice needs to be corrected.
	We need to be hospitable to ourselves, showing ourselves the right kind of compassion and mercy.
	And we need to show the same hospitality, the same leniency to others – especially to the people we share our lives with, at home and at work.
	To concentrate on other people’s failings and sins, can blind us to their virtues and their good points.
	It is easy to voice criticisms and gripes, while omitting to offer a word of encouragement and appreciation.
	We can all make mistakes, sometimes disastrous ones. We can all sin, sometimes seriously, but we can all be redeemed.
	We will not be judged by a single act or by one stage in life. We will be judged by our whole life.
	That is why judgment cannot come until the end, as the Gospel tells us. Some people, as soon as they discover your weakness, write you off.
	But God, thankfully, is not some people.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	St. John’s Right to Life
	Please return your baby bottles, filled or empty, as soon as possible.

	St. John’s Food Pantry
	St John's food pantry's next food distribution for needy families will be on Monday 7/27/26 in Conlon Hall (8:30 am to 11 am / 6 pm to 7 pm). WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT! Currently we are out of tomato sauce, canned corn, canned peas, and paper towels. We really need peanut butter, jelly, pasta, kids cereal, canned pasta or ravioli, black beans, and canned tuna or salmon. If your family would like to help, you can purchase grocery products and put these donations in the Rubbermaid shed behind the Parish Life Center (near the prayer grotto). OR you can drop off or mail cash or checks at St John's rectory (Please mention St John's food pantry). Our team members can then purchase sale items at local supermarkets to fill our shelves.
	In August we'll distribute Back to School supplies so we'd appreciate any donations of pencils, pens, notebooks, crayons, markers, rulers, safety scissors, highlighters, pencil cases or backpacks.  Thank you very much for your caring and kindness. ✝️🙏

	Air Conditioning Collection
	Please contribute to the collection for our Air Conditioning expenses. Baskets will be at the doors of the church after all Masses this weekend, please leave a donation. Thank you for your support and generosity.

	NFP Week July 19th-25th
	The natural beauty of creation and the divine design of human life invite us into a deep communion of love with God. During Natural Family Planning Week, married couples are especially encouraged to honor this sacred design by remaining guided by love and open to life. This annual observance invites us to reflect on the gift of fertility and the profound role of couples as faithful stewards of creation.
	To learn about the Church’s teaching about married love and the gift of life and the ethical methods of NFP, see usccb.org/nfp
	Questions? Contact nfp@usccb.org
	Men's Cornerstone SAVE THESE DATES: Friday 10/16 and Saturday 10/17/26 ST. JOHN'S MEN'S CORNERSTONE RETREAT
	Shared prayer, fellowship, personal reflection, good food, reconciliation, plus mass and a family supper on Sat night
	Questions: contact Joe McHale 201-655-1073/ joemc1217@gmail.com or Bob Knott 201-675-2802 / knottrj@optimum.net

	Parish Collections
	July 4-5
	Parish Giving | 3,128.27 Envelopes | 12,395.00 Total | 15,523.27
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	WE MADE OUR GOAL OF $99, 741!!!
	Thank you for your prayers, generosity and faithful support of this year’s Annual Appeal.
	Donations can still be made until December 31, 2026.
	St. John’s Prayer Groups
	Legion of Mary  Saturdays, 9:30–11 AM, Lower Church (Eng)
	Padre Pio Prayer Group 2nd Sat., 2:00–4:30 PM, Conlon Hall Cafeteria
	El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI 2nd–4th Sat., 1:30–5:30 PM, Lower Church.  Info: Lourdes 201-233-8235 / John 201-658-4032
	Anointing Fire Ministry Mondays, 7:00–10 PM, Parish Life Center Chapel 2nd Fri., 10:00 PM–6:30 AM, LC (Adoration).

	The Pope’s Monthly Intention
	For respect for human life Let us pray for the respect and protection of human life in all its stages, recognizing it as a gift from God.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org



	Colecta para el Aire Condicionado
	Por favor, colabore con la colecta para los gastos de nuestro aire condicionado.  Habrá canastas en las puertas de la iglesia después de todas las misas de este fin de semana; por favor, deje su donación. Muchas gracias por su apoyo y generosidad.

	Despensa de Alimentos de St. John
	La próxima distribución de alimentos de la despensa de St. John para familias necesitadas será el lunes 27/7/26 en Conlon Hall (8:30 am a 11 am / 6 pm a 7 pm). ¡NECESITAMOS SU APOYO! Actualmente no tenemos salsa de tomate, maíz enlatado, guisantes enlatados ni toallas de papel. Nos urge mantequilla de maní, jalea, pasta, cereal infantil, pasta o ravioles enlatados, frijoles negros y atún o salmón enlatado. Para ayudar, puede comprar víveres y dejarlos en el cobertizo Rubbermaid detrás del Parish Life Center (cerca de la gruta). O bien, deje o envíe efectivo o cheques a la rectoría de St. John (indicando que es para la despensa). Así, nuestro equipo comprará productos en oferta para surtir los estantes. En agosto entregaremos útiles escolares, por lo que agradeceríamos donaciones de lápices, bolígrafos, cuadernos, crayones, marcadores, reglas, tijeras de seguridad, resaltadores, estuches o mochilas. Muchas gracias por su cariño y bondad.
	Intención Mensual del Papa Por el respeto a la vida humana Oremos por el respeto y la protección de la vida humana en todas sus etapas, reconociéndola como un regalo de Dios.

	Semana de la PFN: Del 19 al 25 de julio
	La belleza natural de la creación y el diseño divino de la vida humana nos invitan a una profunda comunión de amor con Dios. Durante la Semana de la Planificación Familiar Natural (PFN), se alienta especialmente a las parejas casadas a honrar este diseño sagrado, manteniéndose guiadas por el amor y abiertas a la vida. Esta celebración anual nos invita a reflexionar sobre el don de la fertilidad y el profundo papel de los esposos como fieles administradores de la creación. Para conocer las enseñanzas de la Iglesia sobre el amor conyugal, el don de la vida y los métodos éticos de la PFN, visite usccb.org/nfp ¿Tiene preguntas?  Póngase en contacto con nfp@usccb.org

	Grupos Parroquiales
	La Palabra  Lunes, 7:30–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Legión de María Lunes, 6:00–7:30 PM, Capilla PLC
	Emaús Mujeres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Emaús Hombres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, PLC Basement
	Luz y Vida Jueves, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Preciosa Sangre de Cristo  Viernes, 8:00–9:00 PM, 2ndo piso de PLC
	Matrimonios Con Cristo 3er Viernes, 7:00–9:45 PM, Iglesia de abajo
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