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MASS SCHEDULE
Sat Vigil: 5:30, 7:00 PM (Sp)
Sun Masses: 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM,
10:30 AM, 12:00 PM, 1:15 PM (Sp)
Daily (Mon-Fri): 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM,
6:30 PM (Tues: 6:30 PM Sp)
Sat Masses: 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM
Penance (Sat): 1:00 PM-2:00 PM

April 5, 2026

7:00 PM (Bilingual) Easter Vigil

A

7:30 AM People of The Parish

9:00 AM Mary Reilly — 13th Anniversary
10:30 AM  John Concannon

12:.00PM T.J. & Sally D Lee

1:15 PM (Spa) Lidia Del Carmen Gonzalez

7:00 AM Patricia Sutherland — 17" Anniversary
9:00 AM Steven T. Jones

6:30 PM Jaden Manuel

7:00 AM Patricia Sutherland

S:00 AM Madelyn McHale

6:30 PM (Spa) Saint Martin de Porres — Thanksgiving

7:00 AM Matilde Barawe
9:00 AM Sister Helen Maloney
6:30 PM Eleadora Valencia

7:00 AM  Abundio Matel
9:00 AM  Andres Aguirre
6:30 PM  Maria Luisa & Beatriz Noblezada

7:00 AM Socorro Ladera Anora
9:00 AM Steven M. Shine — 4™ Anniversary
6:30 PM Joseph Ochanski — 28" Anniversary

7:00 AM  Dominic Francisco
9:00 AM  Thomas Makuck
5:30PM  John Rube

7:00 PM (Spa) Gisela Astwood

7:30 AM  People of The Parish
9:00 AM  Dolores Giordano
10:30 AM  Joseph Campesi
12:00 PM  Salvador Destura

1:15 PM (Spa) Elvia Elena Gonzalez

Saint John Baptist de La Salle dedicated his life
completely to doing God's will and was later
named patron of teachers by Pope Pius Xl in
1950. Born into wealth and privilege in 17th-
century France, he became a priest but
ultimately chose to serve poor boys in Reims
after meeting Adrien Nyel, even giving up his
position, wealth, and status. He founded the
Brothers of the Christian Schools to educate the
poor and endured many trials before dying in
1719 and being canonized in 1900.
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D{’,CUL 6&0 4 s { Mw Happy Easter! Maligayang Pasko ng Pagkabuhay! Felices
] MY

Pascuas! Buona Pasqua! Alleluia Alleluia. I welcome all of
you to St. John’s as we celebrate this event of Christ’s
Resurrection and victory over death.

On March 21, 2017 a Greek team announced the
completion of the restoration of the tomb of Jesus, a
project which took nearly a year to complete.

The work was led by the National Technical University of
Athens, and the restoration team removed hundreds of
years of candle soot, as well as marble slabs encasing the
stone bench where Jesus' body was placed after his
crucifixion and death. The cave where Jesus was buried lies
beneath a shrine called the Edicule, which itself is located
. within the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, in the Christian
V.. A . NI\ Quarter of Jerusalem’s Old City.

I first visited this shrine in the year 2000. I had accompanied a group of 100 youth from NJ, and after celebrating
Mass with the Pope Saint John Paul II in Galilee, we travelled south to Jerusalem, to pray at the Holy Sepulcher.

We waited on line for hours, slowing inching our way forward amidst the throngs of people, weaving our way
around the stone columns of the church, towards the entrance of the cave where Jesus was buried.

On finally arriving to the entrance to the Edicule, one has to bend down to pass through the low entrance, and
finally, there it is! A stone slab! There is nothing else there!

The place is not a “tomb.” It is not a cemetery. It is not a place to pay respect for the dead! A dead body did once
lay on that stone slab, but it is not there now.

Each one of us has come to the empty tomb today. We are here on Easter Sunday morning because the body of
that dead man, Jesus of Nazareth, that once lay on that slab, is Risen.

It is not enough to see a dead man come back to life! Lazarus was raised from the dead, and that didn’t change
anyone!

The women who went to the tomb on that first Easter morning, and the Disciples to whom Jesus then appeared,
were not changed because they saw Jesus Risen.

What changed their lives, and changed the course of human history, is the fact that this man who had died and is
Risen is in fact God himself.

God, who did not create death, but life, has entered into death, and overcome it. Jesus Christ, true God and true
man, makes a new creation. We have, through him, access to Eternal Life.

The disciples would believe, as we believe, not because they saw, but because they themselves became partakers of
His Resurrection. We too, this morning, are invited to experience the Resurrection of Christ within us. There is no
suffering, no anguish, no grief, no loss, no misfortune, no sin, no sadness, darkness or doubt, that has not been
overcome by Christ Risen. He Rose from death for us, fallen humanity, that we can truly experience that God is
with us always, that we can trust completely in Him. Through Christ alive here with us, we can experience the Love
of God and abandon ourselves to Him in everything that happens in our life.

Christ is Risen, Alleluia!

Christ stands at the right hand of the Father, interceding for each one of us, no matter who we are. God loves you.
We do not need to go to the Holy Sepulcher to experience this. The Good News of the Resurrection comes to meet
us here today in Bergenfield. Happy Easter!
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Baptism
April: There will be No Baptism Classes in
English.

Call the rectory (201-384-0101) to schedule.
Parent meeting: 1st Sun. 1:30 PM (Eng),
3rd Sun. 2:45 PM (Sp).
Baptisms: 2nd & 3rd Sun. 3 PM (Eng),
4th Sun. 2:45 PM (Sp).

Parents must be parishioners, provide child’s
birth certificate, and select Catholic
godparents (16+, confirmed, Eucharist,
married in Church if applicable).
Sponsor certificates due 1 week prior.

Marriage

Arrange one year in advance. Call the
rectory (201-384-0101) for an appointment
with a priest. Please obtain an updated
baptismal certificate.

Prayers for the Deceased
Please remember
Margaret Rose Sullivan Murray
in your prayers.

2027 Mass Book
The 2027 Calendar of Masses will open on April
24-25 from 9:30 a.m. to 12 noon, both days in the
Conlon Hall vestibule. Forms will be available in
the church the week of April 11.

Easter Greetings & Office Closure

Rectory/RE offices are closed from Thursday
at 1 PM until Monday, April 6, 2026. We will
reopen on Tuesday, April 7 at 10 AM.

Rev. Sean A. Manson, along with all the
priests, deacons and staff, wishes you and
your families a Happy and Blessed Easter!

Visit us at www.sjrc.org

&, A FUNDRAISER f

| ———— WHAT WE ACCEPT: —————

April 5, 2026

ecl.omme DRIVE -

DATE: Sunday, April 12, 2026
TIME: 9:00 AM -3:00 PM

LOCATION: St. John's The Evangelist mjp ¢
Parking Lot

« Clothes * Shoes
« Accessories
« Linens
« Small Toys
« Stuffed Animals
« Costumes

QUESTIONS?

TEL: 404-468-8102
EMAIL: PACK139BERGENFIELD@GMAIL.COM

QUESTIONS? TEL: 404-468-8102
EMAIL: PACK139BERGENFIELD@GMAIL.COM

St. John’s Food Pantry

Shoprite of New Milford will collect food
donations for St. John's food pantry throughout
March & April 2026. When you're shopping, you
can deposit grocery donations in the large bins at

the front of the store.

Thank you very much for your generosity.

We appreciate the kindness of Shoprite
management in helping us feed needy families.
The upcoming food distribution days will be from
8:30 AM-11 AM & 6 PM-7 PM in
Conlon Hall on these dates:

Monday March 23rd
Monday April 27th
Monday May 25th
All guests will need to complete a registration
form.

Contact Joe McHale if you have any questions:
201-655-1073 / joemc1217@gmail.com.

Thank you!
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‘FUCHARISTIC
MIRACLES

A ARCHDIOCESE DiA DE REFLEXION BILINGUE 8%
= s NEWARK PARA EDUCADORES *

EXHIBIT

ST. PETER THE APOSTLE - GYM - APRIL1®" - 12™

Explore the
Incredible History
and Evidence of
These Amazing s
Miracles Viewing Times

APRIL 25,2026 This traveling exhibit invites

WEDNESDAY, APRIL1
9:00AM - 12:30PM o et e :
PASTORAL CENTER (NEWARK) E’ﬁ;}?{%;’;ﬁfg;ﬁ"; by RESERVED FOR ST. PETER ACADEMY
5 i Acutis. Through these HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 2
REFLEXION Y DIALOGO SOBRE Sy e 9:30 AM - 3:00 PM
LA MISION DEL EDUCADOR CATOLICO HISPANO or"ilﬁe"%‘?sé?;‘::; :‘f"f" b A A
QUE TRABAJA EN ESCUELAS PUBLICAS e R i e

but to reflect and rediscover
the wonder of Christ's Real
Presence in the Eucharist. HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 4

9:30 AM - 3:00 PM

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 5
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

MONDAY, APRIL 6 - SATURDAY, APRILT]

R T R
EGISTE 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM
p. Stephen Fichter Den. Asterio Vela.sca VOO M = JH0 M
vicario de Educacion dea Wi Director gg
arquidiccesis de Newark Nisterio Hispang SoAT. Al

9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL DEACON ASTERIO (973) 497-4335 : :
445 Fifth Avenue, River Edge, NJ 07661

The Pope’s Monthly Intention
For priests in crisis
Let us pray for priests going through moments of
crisis in their vocation, that they may find the
accompaniment they need and that communities
may support them with understanding and prayer.

St. John’s Prayer Groups hn? b

Legion of Mary
Saturdays, 9:30-11 AM, Lower Church
(Eng)
Padre Pio Prayer Group Karaoke, dominoes, raffles,
2nd Sat., 2:00-4:30 PM, Conlon Hall and much more...
Cafeteria for all ages! O

El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI FREE ENTRY - FOOD FOR SALE
2nd-4th Sat., 1:30-5:30 PM, Lower Church.

Info: Lourdes 201-233-8235 / Sunday, April 19 - 2:30—-6 PM
John 201-658-4032 . St.John the Evangelist
Anointing Fire Ministry i Colon Hall
Mondays, 7:00-10 PM, Parish Life Center 29 N Washington Ave
Chapel 2nd Fri., 10:00 PM-6:30 AM, LC Bergenfield, N) ’

(Adoration).

A
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PARROQUIA SAN JUAN EL EVANGELISTA

Vestir 4
de
BlancoO

BAJO LA ADVOCACION DE:

g 4 62/ thger de 6}776'-ff~5"5’”‘?6

Sdbado | 11 de Abril, 2026 | 6: ()OA M

Las Intenciones Mensuales del Papa
Por el desarme y la paz
Oremos para que las naciones avancen hacia un

desarme efectivo, especialmente el desarme nuclear,
y para que los lideres mundiales elijan el camino del

dialogo y la diplomacia en lugar de la violencia.

Grupos Parroquiales

La Palabra
Lunes, 7:30-9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
Legion de Maria
Lunes, 6:00-7:30 PM, Capilla PLC

Emais Mujeres

Miércoles, 7:00-9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
Emaus Hombres

Miércoles, 7:00-9:30 PM, PLC Basement

Luz y Vida
Jueves, 7:00-9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo

Preciosa Sangre de Cristo
Viernes, 8:00-9:00 PM, 2ndo piso de PLC

Matrimonios Con Cristo
3er Viernes, 7:00-9:45 PM, Iglesia de abajo

Visit us at www.sjrc.org April 5, 2026

DOMINGO EN
FAMILIA:

EDICION JUEGOS

Karaoke, domino, rifas y
mucho mas...

ipara todas las edades! '

ENTRADA GRATIS VENTA DE COMIDA
Domingo, 19 de abril « 2:30-6 PM

San Juan Evangelista - Colon Hall
29 N Washington Ave. Bergenfield, NJ

Sasll Bymm e

Despensa de Alimentos de St. John's

Shoprite de New Milford recolectara
donaciones de alimentos para la despensa de
St. John's durante marzo y abril de 2026.
Mientras hace sus compras, puede depositar
donaciones de alimentos en los grandes
contenedores ubicados en la entrada de la
tienda.

Muchas gracias por su generosidad.
Agradecemos la amabilidad de la gerencia de
Shoprite por ayudarnos a alimentar a familias
necesitadas.

Los proximos dias de distribucion de
alimentos seran de 8:30 AM a 11 AM yde 6
PM a7 PM en
Conlon Hall en las siguientes fechas:
Lunes 23 de marzo
Lunes 27 de abril
Lunes 25 de mayo
Todos los visitantes deberan completar un
formulario de registro.
Comuniquese con Joe McHale si tiene alguna
pregunta: 201-655-1073 /
joemc1217@gmail.com.

iGracias!
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I LEBER

FUNERAL HOME

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
D. Matthew Leber, Director/Manager | NJ Lic. No. 4593

Serving the families of St. John The Evangelist’s
for over 40 years.

Welcome
to Our
Church!

Spectrum
for Living

Created by Families
for Families

For your loved
one to experience
the full
richness that

life has to offer.
www.spectrumforliving.org

201-358-8000 ﬂ ﬂﬂ

+ American
X/ Red Cross

Sowwone’nee&y-ou!

Ex¢on Mobil
45 Yeano of Local Seruice
BERGENFIELD
EXXON
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS
201-384-0078

60 N. Washington Ave. Bergenfield

VOLUNTEER

and make a difference.

Join Go&y:

redcross.org/Volunteer

Affinity Dental
Studio

45 E. Main $St.

(A) Bergentield, NJ
07621

MALLORY’S
ARMY °®

Fouwndation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don't Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS|
www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
K Message and data rates may apply.

ROOFING - CHIMNEYS
MASONRY . GUTTERS . DECK REPAIR

We Find & Fix Leaks! i gu .a ra oo an o m= mm!

$1200 OFF:
NS D, '
Ai 20% OFF

1

1

nnvnl- Pnu v Al\;l‘y Roof, lghim‘nesyéﬁnlu(;:‘esr. E
: asgcnl\l;l);litg':;g'ervice :

CONSTRUCTION :___ &Miitary Service

Family Owned/Operated - Lic. #13VH0934200
Bonded & Insured « 20+ Years

732-589-9967 Serwiny 4 of New Jersey

asc #FWHATS
MYNAME

in remembrance of ém@ﬂéwm

SAMI

STOP | ASK

CONNECTING
businesses
to customers
in realtime!

Brunch on
Saturdays & Sundays
Party Room Available for

10-100+ Guests
Open 7 Days for Lunch & Dinner

O
TFQR.S.Z

201-384-0900
32 S. Washington Ave. | Bergenfield

MATCH | INFORM

6050 St. John the Evangelist, Bergenfield, NJ (I)

Space
Available

INCREASE YOUR
VISIBILITY IN THE
COMMUNITY

Place Your Ad Here
to Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Chris Camizzi

ccamizzi@jppc.net

201-315-3830

John Patrick Publishing Co., Inc. 1.800.333.3166 « www.jppc.net



ESTAMOS ACEPTANDO NUEVOS o 50
CLIENTES EN BERGEN COUNTY L BAYADA |ssmontisy
De§de 1975 fo_yada Homt_a 'Care at_)ri.(? sus puertas hace 40 afios en New Jers_e_y, ha cor_lstruido la 4 Home Health Care m‘gé;‘;;;‘:;:“:;;"vc:é:’
alid o ol ogar (CHHA) qus tonga la capaciaad y a experiencia para ayucar con o siguiente. ~ WE LOVEWHATWEDO | \yigeiess access controL
; as i Te 201-387-0021
;COMO PUEDE AYUDARTE BAYADA? Para mas informacion 201-387-0021
« Bafarse y vestirse "amenos al: BERGENFIELD

» Asistencia en el bafo y aseo personal

* Ayuda para movilizarse y trasladarse (incluyendo 973-574-1 1 20 BUtler's

el uso de la silla de ruedas, andadores o elevadores) Hardware

 Ejercicios fisicos basicos "
* Recordatorios de citas médicas y medicamentos Screen Repair & Tool Rentals
Open 7 Days

* Preparacion de comidas, ayuda con la alimentacion
y seleccion de alimentos nutritivos
201-384-0480
78 S. Washington Ave.

Riewerts Memorial Home. Inc.

* Compania en hogar y en la comunidad

201.384.0700
%g[{/%ﬁ@ 187 S. Washington Avenue ~ Bergenfield, NJ 07621

Memorial Home, Inc. Bruce J. Van Tassel Manager
NJ Lic. No. 5039

“We are here to help”
www.riewertsmemorialhome.com

LIFE INSURANCE * ANNUITIES & INVESTMENT ¢ INDIVIDUAL ' - .
DISABILITY INSURANCE + LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE | @deeele M@ c oi-h o I IC m otc h('5

PIZZA
140 Veteran's Plaza N A J e TSGV @

N\ Bu11d1ng Dumont, NJ 07628
MARY ANN RIVERA (Bl RiERTEN 201-385-2854 CatholicMatch.com/dateNJ

Financial Advisor futures
U, You,

646-281-5450

msrivera@ft.newyorklife.com
Manhattan General Office

New York Life Insurance Company

New York Life Insurance and Annuity Corporation

(NYLIAC) (A Delaware Corporation)

51 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10010

www.newyorklife.com

TM0033022025 SMRU7714011 (Exp. 03.10.2028)

©2025, New York Life Insurance Company. All rights reserved. NEW YORK LIFE

and the NEW YORK LIFE Box Logo are trademarks of New York Life Insurance Company.

ashington

Dental Associates
Smite. Lve. Give.

Get year-round small business support.

wem | T1axes | Business Formation | Bookkeeping | Payrol
BLOCK

E.G. ENRIQUEZ & CO., INC.

MAIN OFFICE

380 S. Washington Ave.
Bergenfield, NJ 07621

201-384-9450

Than; Yeu,

Y : OVER
Dr. Tong & Dr. LaCap \ < Our bulletin BRANCHES 35 YEARS
SATURDAYS AND EVENING HOURS SPONSOrs deserve |13 washington Ave. of professional
INSURANCE ACCEPTED ® INTEREST FREE PAYMENT OPTIONS our thanks and Bergenfield, NJ 07621 service
-384- SINCE 1987
FREE GET ACQUAINTED SPECIAL appreciation!  |201384-10%
ORAL EXAMe X-RAYS ¢ GUM DISEASE & ORAL CANCER 1594 Lakewood Rd., Unit 12
SCREENING * COSMETIC CONSULATATION Tell them you saw | 1o river, Ny 08755
ORTHODONTIC EVALUATION ($330 value) their ad herel 848.224-4044
20 1'374'7493 m m} Enrique G. Enriquez, E.A. Erick J. Enriquez, MBA, MSA
19 Legion Drive B field L §L” | y ique.enriquez@hrblock. ick.enriguez@hrblock.
egion Drive bergenne 1 : g ® % % i:lar:lt;iessgrlquez rblock.com i:;cnci?szzuez rblock.com

(We’re Just Around the Corner)
6050 St. John the Evangelist, Bergenfield, NJ (B) John Patrick Publishing Co., Inc. 1.800.333.3166 « www.jppc.net
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	Maria Dayaon
	in your prayers.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	A woman comes to draw water at the well.
	It is burdensome to go to a well, once the novelty wears off.
	As a child we spent a few summer holidays in Ireland, at Delaney’s farm, friends of my parents in Wexford. As small children we would go to the woods each morning with a bucket, which was filled with drinking water from a well, and brought back to the farmhouse.
	At first we thought this was wonderful, but after about three days it soon got old, and none of us wanted to go.  It’s heavy work, and the water doesn’t last long, sometimes needing two or three trips a day, depending how much you can carry, and how much is consumed. The woman in the Gospel goes to the well t midday, perhaps because she had already been at least once before that morning.
	Today we don’t have that problem; our homes have faucets and our water is packaged by Dasani or Poland Spring.  Or so we may think.
	The Gospel asks us “Where do I go to seek refreshment? Which is the well from which I am drawing today?” To draw water is an analogy for seeking life. There can be many wells in our life, places we go to draw water. There is an inner thirst which no faucet or water bottle is able to quench.
	There is the well of health.
	There is the well of ambition, or career, or possessions.
	There is the well of affections, of family, or friends.
	There is the well of sports, of basketball, baseball, volleyball.
	There is the well food, or video games, or TV and the internet.
	All of these wells give water, but none of them are able to satisfy the deepest thirst within.
	Jesus never asks for anything in the Gospel, except once, in the Gospel we hear at Mass today. He asks the woman at the well for a drink.  He will repeat the same words on the Cross: “I thirst.” He asks for a drink of water, but it is he himself who offers living water: “Whoever drinks the water I shall give will never thirst again, the water I give will become a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
	Jesus thirsts to satisfy the longing of the human heart.
	His thirst is to satisfy the need in that person who, no matter how much they have, or how many friends they are surrounded by, or how successful they become, are lacking something.
	There is a thirst within each of us, and it can only be satisfied by Christ. He invites us to drink the water which only he can provide; we can receive this water in the Catechesis we are doing every Monday and Thursday at 8pm in the cafeteria in Conlon Hall. I invite you to come and listen. This water can become a well within us, a source of life and of peace. It is a well that never runs dry, no matter what happens in our life, whether in school or work, with family or friends, on the ball field or at home.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org
	St. John’s Food Pantry
	Shoprite of New Milford will collect food donations for St. John's food pantry throughout March & April 2026. When you're shopping, you can deposit grocery donations in the large bins at the front of the store.  Thank you very much for your generosity.
	We appreciate the kindness of Shoprite management in helping us feed needy families. The upcoming food distribution days will be from 8:30 AM-11 AM & 6 PM-7 PM in  Conlon Hall on these dates: Monday March 23rd Monday April 27th Monday May 25th All guests will need to complete a registration form. Contact Joe McHale if you have any questions:  201-655-1073 / joemc1217@gmail.com.  Thank you! ✝️


	Lenten Corner
	Deanery Lenten Penance Services
	Wednesday March 18th at 7:00pm  Our Lady of Visitation, Paramus
	Monday March 23rd at 7:00pm  Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Tenafly
	Morning Prayer in the Main Church Morning Prayer will be held Monday through Friday at 6 AM during Lent.
	Stations of the Cross  Stations of the Cross will be held every Friday during Lent in the church, 5:45pm English, & 7:00pm Spanish
	The Pope’s Monthly Intention For disarmament and peace Let us pray that nations move toward effective disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, and that world leaders choose the path of dialogue and diplomacy instead of violence.

	St. John’s Prayer Groups
	Legion of Mary  Saturdays, 9:30–11 AM, Lower Church (Eng)
	Padre Pio Prayer Group 2nd Sat., 2:00–4:30 PM, Conlon Hall Cafeteria
	El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI 2nd–4th Sat., 1:30–5:30 PM, Lower Church.  Info: Lourdes 201-233-8235 / John 201-658-4032
	Anointing Fire Ministry Mondays, 7:00–10 PM, Parish Life Center Chapel 2nd Fri., 10:00 PM–6:30 AM, LC (Adoration).



	Visit us at www.sjrc.org
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	Grupos Parroquiales
	La Palabra  Lunes, 7:30–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Legión de María Lunes, 6:00–7:30 PM, Capilla PLC
	Emaús Mujeres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Emaús Hombres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, PLC Basement
	Luz y Vida Jueves, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Preciosa Sangre de Cristo  Viernes, 8:00–9:00 PM, 2ndo piso de PLC
	Matrimonios Con Cristo 3er Viernes, 7:00–9:45 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Las Intenciones Mensuales del Papa Por el desarme y la paz Oremos para que las naciones avancen hacia un desarme efectivo, especialmente el desarme nuclear, y para que los líderes mundiales elijan el camino del diálogo y la diplomacia en lugar de la violencia.
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	Julio Jesus Santos Cabrera &
	Edwin Luluquisen Valdez
	in your prayers.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	”Poor Lazarus”
	A family I know regularly prayed together on Sundays.  They would sit around their large dining room table - there were ten kids - and the dad would read a Gospel, comment on it, and invite the family to share their experiences.
	This particular day the dad, Frank, a NYC Firefighter and husband of Jean, read the Gospel we hear in Mass today, the resurrection of Lazarus, to the ten children.
	After reading the passage, with all the eyes of the kids upon him, Frank said these words, “Poor Lazarus!” Frank explained that Lazarus had already died, and was on his way to heaven, but he had to come back here!  The grief and tears of Lazarus’ sisters, family and neighbors
	had moved Jesus himself to pity, so he raised Lazarus back from the tomb. Lazarus’ sisters were ecstatic, but how did Lazarus feel about it?
	It wasn’t till some years later, after Frank himself had died in the Twin towers on 9/11, that his words really hit home and made sense to his family. After Jean lost her husband, and the ten children their father, they were wracked with grief. That is until they sat down one Sunday to pray.
	For many months after Frank’s death they were unable to pray. Jean would sit down at the table with the kids, see Frank’s empty chair, and collapse in a ball of tears. But this particular Sunday she gave it another go, and read the Gospel of the day, which happened to be the resurrection of Lazarus. After reading it to the children, her husband Frank’s words came back to her. “Poor Lazarus.” Her grief was lifted, and the family turned a corner. They had been missing their Dad, wishing he were still here, crying that he was no longer with them, but here was this Gospel staring them in the face, and Franks words were in their ears.
	Sure, Jesus raised him from the dead, brought him back, but Lazarus would one day have to face death again.  Why would you want someone to come back if they were already in heaven? If we love someone we want the best for them, not what’s best for us. What’s better than being in heaven? Jean understood, and so did the children.
	A social worker who had been assigned to work with the family after 9/11 noticed a dramatic change, and asked Jean if they were doing anything different. “We began to pray again” was Jeans reply. The social worker was so impressed with the change in attitude of the kids, that she asked Jean if she could teach other grieving families from 9/11 how to pray.
	Jean was herself diagnosed with terminal cancer. She went to the Lord in August of 2012, eleven years after her husband. Before she left I asked her if she was afraid for the children. She stared me in the face, as if I had insulted her, and said ‘No, I am not afraid for them, I know they will be fine, because they have faith, which is the most important thing I can give them.”
	The raising of Lazarus prefigures Jesus’ own death and Resurrection. It prefigures our death and Resurrection!  Our faith, our Christianity, our Catholicism, is based on an  encounter with a living person: Christ  crucified and Risen. This encounter happens now, this side of the grave. Death is swallowed up in victory! O death where is your victory! There is no grief, no heartache, no loss, no suffering, no anguish which the Resurrection has not already overcome. Do we truly experience this?
	The Resurrection of Christ is not celebrated as a memorial or a thing of the past, but as something that is present and happening today among us. We can draw strength from today’s Gospel, as we advance towards Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and the great celebration of the Easter Triduum, where the Resurrection of Christ awaits us.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org
	St. John’s Food Pantry
	Shoprite of New Milford will collect food donations for St. John's food pantry throughout March & April 2026. When you're shopping, you can deposit grocery donations in the large bins at the front of the store.  Thank you very much for your generosity.
	We appreciate the kindness of Shoprite management in helping us feed needy families. The upcoming food distribution days will be from 8:30 AM-11 AM & 6 PM-7 PM in  Conlon Hall on these dates: Monday March 23rd Monday April 27th Monday May 25th All guests will need to complete a registration form. Contact Joe McHale if you have any questions:  201-655-1073 / joemc1217@gmail.com.  Thank you! ✝️


	Lenten Corner
	Deanery Lenten Penance Services
	Monday March 23rd at 7:00pm  Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Tenafly
	Morning Prayer in the Main Church Morning Prayer will be held Monday through Friday at 6 AM during Lent.
	Stations of the Cross  Stations of the Cross will be held every Friday during Lent in the church, 5:45pm English, & 7:00pm Spanish
	The Pope’s Monthly Intention For disarmament and peace Let us pray that nations move toward effective disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, and that world leaders choose the path of dialogue and diplomacy instead of violence.

	Visit us at www.sjrc.org


	St. John’s Prayer Groups
	Legion of Mary  Saturdays, 9:30–11 AM, Lower Church (Eng)
	Padre Pio Prayer Group 2nd Sat., 2:00–4:30 PM, Conlon Hall Cafeteria
	El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI 2nd–4th Sat., 1:30–5:30 PM, Lower Church.  Info: Lourdes 201-233-8235 / John 201-658-4032
	Anointing Fire Ministry Mondays, 7:00–10 PM, Parish Life Center Chapel 2nd Fri., 10:00 PM–6:30 AM, LC (Adoration).
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org


	Despensa de Alimentos de St. John's
	Shoprite de New Milford recolectará donaciones de alimentos para la despensa de St. John's durante marzo y abril de 2026. Mientras hace sus compras, puede depositar donaciones de alimentos en los grandes contenedores ubicados en la entrada de la tienda. Muchas gracias por su generosidad. Agradecemos la amabilidad de la gerencia de Shoprite por ayudarnos a alimentar a familias necesitadas. Los próximos días de distribución de alimentos serán de 8:30 AM a 11 AM y de 6 PM a 7 PM en Conlon Hall en las siguientes fechas: Lunes 23 de marzo Lunes 27 de abril Lunes 25 de mayo Todos los visitantes deberán completar un formulario de registro. Comuníquese con Joe McHale si tiene alguna pregunta: 201-655-1073 / joemc1217@gmail.com. ¡Gracias! ✝️

	Grupos Parroquiales
	La Palabra  Lunes, 7:30–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Legión de María Lunes, 6:00–7:30 PM, Capilla PLC
	Emaús Mujeres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Emaús Hombres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, PLC Basement
	Luz y Vida Jueves, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Preciosa Sangre de Cristo  Viernes, 8:00–9:00 PM, 2ndo piso de PLC
	Matrimonios Con Cristo 3er Viernes, 7:00–9:45 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Las Intenciones Mensuales del Papa Por el desarme y la paz Oremos para que las naciones avancen hacia un desarme efectivo, especialmente el desarme nuclear, y para que los líderes mundiales elijan el camino del diálogo y la diplomacia en lugar de la violencia.
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	in your prayers.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	Holy Week begins for us today with the celebration of Palm Sunday. Jesus enters triumphantly into Jerusalem, as great crowds spread their cloaks on the road, while others were cutting branches from trees and spreading them in his path.
	But he knows that within just a few short days the cries of “Hosanna” will turn to shouts of “Crucify him!” He is not fooled by the adoration and the acclamation of the multitude. In fact, he does not enter the city as the king they are acclaiming him to be, but rather on a colt, a humble donkey.
	The colt, the Gospel tells us, is tied up. Jesus sends his disciples to untie it, and bring it to him. They do not ask permission of the owner, they do as they are told: “And if anyone asks you what you are doing, tell them ‘The Master needs it’.”
	This colt is an image of each one of us.
	Our shackles can take many forms: fears, anxieties, neuroses, old hurts, disappointments, uncertainties, and doubts.
	They can take the form of second-guessing oneself,
	The niggling feeling that something is missing in life,
	A false bravado, putting on a brave face, a stiff upper lip,
	When the truth is far different.
	We have been bound in Adam, bound by the shackles of sin. These bonds impede us from moving towards Jerusalem, towards Calvary, towards the Cross. One who has not been untied will never be able to move in such a direction. On the contrary, the opposite is true: they will always flee from the Cross.
	But there is one who is able to untie us.  In doing so he will enter Jerusalem, and go to Calvary, reversing the direction in which humanity is traveling.
	The main way we are untied is by the forgiveness of our sins. For this reason there will be the opportunity to go to Confession this coming Tuesday of Holy Week, April 4th. The priests of the parish will be available in the church from 7:00 - 9:00pm for the Sacrament of Confession.
	Holy Week opens a road, a way, for us to experience the Paschal Triduum.
	Christ comes to untie each of us, and invites us to accompany him to the upper room and the Last Supper on Holy Thursday, to Calvary and the crucifixion on Good Friday, to the Easter Vigil of Holy Saturday and the Resurrection of Easter Sunday. We will live these events not as historic re-enactments, but as sacramental realities in which God comes to do in us that which we are unable to do for ourselves.
	Being untied by Him, we can celebrate the Institution of The Eucharist and the ministerial priesthood on Holy Thursday, we can kiss our Cross on Good Friday, and thank God for it. We will do this because the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday await us, the Resurrection of Christ.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	St. John’s Food Pantry
	Shoprite of New Milford will collect food donations for St. John's food pantry throughout March & April 2026. When you're shopping, you can deposit grocery donations in the large bins at the front of the store.  Thank you very much for your generosity.
	We appreciate the kindness of Shoprite management in helping us feed needy families. The upcoming food distribution days will be from 8:30 AM-11 AM & 6 PM-7 PM in  Conlon Hall on these dates: Monday March 23rd Monday April 27th Monday May 25th All guests will need to complete a registration form. Contact Joe McHale if you have any questions:  201-655-1073 / joemc1217@gmail.com.  Thank you! ✝️
	Lenten Corner Morning Prayer in the Main Church Morning Prayer will be held Monday through Friday at 6 AM during Lent.
	Stations of the Cross  Stations of the Cross will be held every Friday during Lent in the church, 5:45pm English, & 7:00pm Spanish
	The Pope’s Monthly Intention For disarmament and peace Let us pray that nations move toward effective disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, and that world leaders choose the path of dialogue and diplomacy instead of violence.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org


	St. John’s Prayer Groups
	Legion of Mary  Saturdays, 9:30–11 AM, Lower Church (Eng)
	Padre Pio Prayer Group 2nd Sat., 2:00–4:30 PM, Conlon Hall Cafeteria
	El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI 2nd–4th Sat., 1:30–5:30 PM, Lower Church.  Info: Lourdes 201-233-8235 / John 201-658-4032
	Anointing Fire Ministry Mondays, 7:00–10 PM, Parish Life Center Chapel 2nd Fri., 10:00 PM–6:30 AM, LC (Adoration).
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org


	Despensa de Alimentos de St. John's
	Shoprite de New Milford recolectará donaciones de alimentos para la despensa de St. John's durante marzo y abril de 2026. Mientras hace sus compras, puede depositar donaciones de alimentos en los grandes contenedores ubicados en la entrada de la tienda. Muchas gracias por su generosidad. Agradecemos la amabilidad de la gerencia de Shoprite por ayudarnos a alimentar a familias necesitadas. Los próximos días de distribución de alimentos serán de 8:30 AM a 11 AM y de 6 PM a 7 PM en Conlon Hall en las siguientes fechas: Lunes 23 de marzo Lunes 27 de abril Lunes 25 de mayo Todos los visitantes deberán completar un formulario de registro. Comuníquese con Joe McHale si tiene alguna pregunta: 201-655-1073 / joemc1217@gmail.com. ¡Gracias! ✝️
	Las Intenciones Mensuales del Papa Por el desarme y la paz Oremos para que las naciones avancen hacia un desarme efectivo, especialmente el desarme nuclear, y para que los líderes mundiales elijan el camino del diálogo y la diplomacia en lugar de la violencia.


	Grupos Parroquiales
	La Palabra  Lunes, 7:30–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Legión de María Lunes, 6:00–7:30 PM, Capilla PLC
	Emaús Mujeres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Emaús Hombres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, PLC Basement
	Luz y Vida Jueves, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Preciosa Sangre de Cristo  Viernes, 8:00–9:00 PM, 2ndo piso de PLC
	Matrimonios Con Cristo 3er Viernes, 7:00–9:45 PM, Iglesia de abajo
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	Happy Easter! Maligayang Pasko ng Pagkabuhay! Felices Pascuas! Buona Pasqua! Alleluia Alleluia. I welcome all of you to St. John’s as we celebrate this event of Christ’s Resurrection and victory over death.
	On March 21, 2017 a Greek team announced the completion of the restoration of the tomb of Jesus, a project which took nearly a year to complete.
	The work was led by the National Technical University of Athens, and the restoration team removed hundreds of years of candle soot, as well as marble slabs encasing the stone bench where Jesus' body was placed after his crucifixion and death. The cave where Jesus was buried lies beneath a shrine called the Edicule, which itself is located within the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, in the Christian Quarter of Jerusalem’s Old City.
	I first visited this shrine in the year 2000. I had accompanied a group of 100 youth from NJ, and after celebrating Mass with the Pope Saint John Paul II in Galilee, we travelled south to Jerusalem, to pray at the Holy Sepulcher.
	We waited on line for hours, slowing inching our way forward amidst the throngs of people, weaving our way around the stone columns of the church, towards the entrance of the cave where Jesus was buried.
	On finally arriving to the entrance to the Edicule, one has to bend down to pass through the low entrance, and finally, there it is! A stone slab! There is nothing else there!
	The place is not a “tomb.” It is not a cemetery. It is not a place to pay respect for the dead! A dead body did once lay on that stone slab, but it is not there now.
	Each one of us has come to the empty tomb today. We are here on Easter Sunday morning because the body of that dead man, Jesus of Nazareth, that once lay on that slab, is Risen.
	It is not enough to see a dead man come back to life! Lazarus was raised from the dead, and that didn’t change anyone!
	The women who went to the tomb on that first Easter morning, and the Disciples to whom Jesus then appeared, were not changed because they saw Jesus Risen.
	What changed their lives, and changed the course of human history, is the fact that this man who had died and is Risen is in fact God himself.
	God, who did not create death, but life, has entered into death, and overcome it. Jesus Christ, true God and true man, makes a new creation. We have, through him, access to Eternal Life.
	The disciples would believe, as we believe, not because they saw, but because they themselves became partakers of His Resurrection. We too, this morning, are invited to experience the Resurrection of Christ within us. There is no suffering, no anguish, no grief, no loss, no misfortune, no sin, no sadness, darkness or doubt, that has not been overcome by Christ Risen. He Rose from death for us, fallen humanity, that we can truly experience that God is with us always, that we can trust completely in Him. Through Christ alive here with us, we can experience the Love of God and abandon ourselves to Him in everything that happens in our life.
	Christ is Risen, Alleluia!
	Christ stands at the right hand of the Father, interceding for each one of us, no matter who we are. God loves you.   We do not need to go to the Holy Sepulcher to experience this. The Good News of the Resurrection comes to meet us here today in Bergenfield. Happy Easter!
	Margaret Rose Sullivan Murray
	in your prayers.
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org

	The Pope’s Monthly Intention For priests in crisis Let us pray for priests going through moments of crisis in their vocation, that they may find the accompaniment they need and that communities may support them with understanding and prayer.
	St. John’s Prayer Groups Legion of Mary  Saturdays, 9:30–11 AM, Lower Church (Eng)
	Padre Pio Prayer Group 2nd Sat., 2:00–4:30 PM, Conlon Hall Cafeteria
	El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI 2nd–4th Sat., 1:30–5:30 PM, Lower Church.  Info: Lourdes 201-233-8235 /  John 201-658-4032
	Anointing Fire Ministry Mondays, 7:00–10 PM, Parish Life Center Chapel 2nd Fri., 10:00 PM–6:30 AM, LC (Adoration).
	Visit us at www.sjrc.org
	Las Intenciones Mensuales del Papa Por el desarme y la paz Oremos para que las naciones avancen hacia un desarme efectivo, especialmente el desarme nuclear, y para que los líderes mundiales elijan el camino del diálogo y la diplomacia en lugar de la violencia.

	Grupos Parroquiales
	La Palabra  Lunes, 7:30–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Legión de María Lunes, 6:00–7:30 PM, Capilla PLC
	Emaús Mujeres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Emaús Hombres Miércoles, 7:00–9:30 PM, PLC Basement
	Luz y Vida Jueves, 7:00–9:30 PM, Iglesia de abajo
	Preciosa Sangre de Cristo  Viernes, 8:00–9:00 PM, 2ndo piso de PLC
	Matrimonios Con Cristo 3er Viernes, 7:00–9:45 PM, Iglesia de abajo

	Despensa de Alimentos de St. John's
	Shoprite de New Milford recolectará donaciones de alimentos para la despensa de St. John's durante marzo y abril de 2026. Mientras hace sus compras, puede depositar donaciones de alimentos en los grandes contenedores ubicados en la entrada de la tienda. Muchas gracias por su generosidad. Agradecemos la amabilidad de la gerencia de Shoprite por ayudarnos a alimentar a familias necesitadas. Los próximos días de distribución de alimentos serán de 8:30 AM a 11 AM y de 6 PM a 7 PM en Conlon Hall en las siguientes fechas: Lunes 23 de marzo Lunes 27 de abril Lunes 25 de mayo Todos los visitantes deberán completar un formulario de registro. Comuníquese con Joe McHale si tiene alguna pregunta: 201-655-1073 / joemc1217@gmail.com. ¡Gracias! ✝️
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