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MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil Masses: 

5:30 PM, 7:00 PM (Spanish) 
Sunday Masses:

 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM
12:00 PM, 1:15 PM - Spanish

 

Daily Masses: 
Monday — Friday 

7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 6:30 PM 
Tuesdays-6:30 PM Spanish 
Saturday: 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM

Penance: Saturdays 
1:00 PM-2:00 PM in the Church

PASTOR
Rev. Sean A. Manson

pastor@sjrc.org 

 PAROCHIAL VICARS
Rev. César A. Infante

frcesarin33@gmail.com 
Rev. Oliver D. Nilo

olivernilo2020@gmail.com
 

Rev. Ashton I. F. Wong
fr.ashton@sjrc.org 
Rev. Héctor Larrea

larreala@yahoo.com 

PERMANENT DEACON 
Deacon James A. Detura

deaconjimdetura@gmail.com 

PASTOR EMERITUS
Rev. Msgr. Richard J. Arnhols

MsgrRJA@aol.com 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES
Lisa Oggioni Marciano
opus58@optonline.net

PARISH SECRETARY 
Malu Canlas

mcanlas@sjrc.org

TRUSTEES
Mrs. Patricia D. Rickly

Mr. Enrique G. Enriquez

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE 
Parish Life Center | 15 N. Washington Ave

Bergenfield, NJ | 201-384-3601

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Maria Campoverde

stjohnsreligiouseducation@gmail.com

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS ED.
Aimee Landestoy

sjrc.bulletin@gmail.com

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST
T H I R D  S U N D A Y  O F  L E N T

M A R C H  2 3 ,  2 0 2 5

I shall cultivate the ground 
around it and fertilize it.

Luke 13:8

mailto:olivernilo2020@gmail.com


 Prayers for the Deceased 
Please remember

Anna Ramirez, Edward Langan, and
Lydia Vano Uy
in your prayers 

March 15 & 16
Parish Giving: 2,613.23
Envelopes: 15,792.00

TOTAL: 18,405.23
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“Moses was tending the flock of his father in law, Jethro.  Leading the flock across the desert, he came to
Horeb, the mountain of God.   
There the angel of the Lord appeared to Moses in fire flaming out of a bush. As he looked on he was
surprised to see that the bush, though consumed by fire, was not consumed.”  Exodus 3:1-3
 
A few years ago I came across a little book titled “The Burning Bush” by Lev Gillet, a Monk of the
Orthodox Church.  He wrote a commentary on this passage from  Scripture, the same one proclaimed
today in Mass.  His words resonated with me, so I would like to paraphrase them here for us all.
Horeb may geographically be regarded as part of Mount Sinai. But historically and spiritually Horeb and
Sinai signify very different things.  One is the mountain where Moses saw the Burning Bush, the other the
mountain where he received the Commandments – the Tablets of the Law.  
If  God’s people had been able to live by according to the vision of the Burning Bush, they would not
have needed the Tablets of the Law.  But for those who remained untouched by the revelation of Horeb
the revelation of Sinai was necessary.  Whenever the interior flame is lacking, there have to be
commandments written on tablets of stone.  This truth is as valid for us today as it was for the people in
the Old Testament.
It was not uncommon for Moses to see a bush caught alite in the desert.  Lightening could easily strike
and ignite shrubs during desert storms.  But this bush was different, he stopped and watched for 5, 10, 20,
40 minutes; an hour, an hour and a half... it kept on burning without being consumed.  Moses decided ‘I
must go over to look at this remarkable sight.’
All this applies just as much today as it did to Moses.   If  during the course of our lives we hurry along
without stopping, without even a glance to the Burning Bush (which nevertheless continues its blazing
along the whole of our way, though most of the time our eyes are closed to it), we shall miss the
opportunity God desires.   If, on the contrary, we do not hesitate to leave aside the flocks of Jethro –our
daily cares- the Lord will call to us from the midst of the bush.  He will call to each of us by a name that
is our own.
We are invited every day to contemplate the Burning Bush in our life, and to turn aside from our daily
cares to experience what God is doing.  What Moses saw being burnt was not a fine tree, thick with
foliage and fruit; not a beautiful plant covered with flowers, fragrant with scent.  It was a bush, in other
words a wild plant lacking in beauty, a stunted shrub, with thorns, a type of weed.
Noxious weeds represent the soul abandoned to sin. The divine fire purifies without destroying.  It is
imperative to throw into this fire our dead wood, our thorns, our weeds.  The Burning Bush is a symbol
of purification.  
Jesus invites us to repentance in the Gospel today.  This repentance means throwing our weeds –pride,
covetousness, lust, anger, gluttony, envy, and sloth- into the fire of God’s purifying love.  Then, and only
then, can we be surprised that we are not consumed but rather purified by the fire of His love within us.



2025 ANNUAL APPEAL
We are grateful for the generous pledges already received
for this year’s Annual Appeal. Your support helps sustain
Christ’s mission in our Archdiocese. To help us reach our

goal of $97,012.27 by June 30, please respond to the recent
pastor mailing. Our stretch goal is $116,414.72. The Appeal
Video will be shown at all Masses this weekend, and our In-

Pew Weekend is on March 8 and 9. If you haven’t yet
contributed, please prayerfully consider doing so. Online
gifts can be made at rcan.org/sharing. Thank you for your

prayers and continued support! May God bless you
abundantly. 

Fr. Sean

Morning Prayer during Lent

All are invited to 6:00am Morning Prayer
in the main church on Mondays thru

Fridays during Lent. We will chant the
psalms to Gregorian melodies, listen to a
Gospel, and there will be a time of silent
prayer. The 7:00am Morning Mass will

follow. 
Download the free iBreviary app

on your phone, or a prayer book with the
psalms will be provided.

Stations of the Cross 

Stations of the Cross will be prayed every Friday
evening during Lent in the

Main Church, times will be at 5:45pm in English
and 7:00pm in Spanish.

Lenten Deanery Reconciliation
Services

3/10/2025 (Mon 7:00pm) St. Joseph Oradel
3/24/2025 (Mon 7:00pm) St. Mary, Dumont

3/29/2025 (Sat 12:00pm) St. John the Evangelist
3/31/2025 (Mon 7:00pm) St. Therese, Creskill
4/07/2025 (Mon 7:00pm) St.Peter the Apostl

 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS

THE OFFICE FOR FAMILY LIFE MINISTRY WILL HONOR
COUPLES CELEBRATING THEIR 5TH , 25TH , AND 50TH
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY AT A MASS CELEBRATED BY

CARDINAL TOBIN ON SUNDAY, JUNE 1, AT 3 P.M.
IN NEWARK’S CATHEDRAL BASILICA OF THE SACRED HEART.
If you would like to be a part of this celebration, please go to

the rectory office to register.

ST. JOHN’S FOOD PANTRY
Thank you for your generous support to assist needy
families. For March and April we need the following
items:

Canned Tuna or Salmon
Pasta and Tomato Sauce
Adult & kids cereal
White rice (5 lb or 2 lb bags)
Cooking oil
Peanut butter & Jelly
Coffee and tea bags
Instant potatoes 
Canned pasta, chili or beef stew
Bath tissue and paper towels

All food donations should be placed in the Rubbermaid
shed behind the Parish Life Center. 
Any questions - email joemc1217@gmail.com 

Weeds & Wheat Ministry - St. John’s Spring Fundraiser
Come pick up beautiful decoupage and hand painted vases , jars, soap dispensers and much more.

A perfect birthday  or Mother’s Day gift or just a gift to brighten your day!
April 27th thru May 11th

After Mass by Priest’s garage
Contact Reyna: rlbalberto22@gmail.com

Donations needed: mulch, soil, annuals plants, hose
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Lenten Corner



St. John’s Prayer Groups 
Legion of Mary

Meets each Saturday, 9:30am-11:00am in the Lower
Church (English) 

Padre Pio Prayer Group
 Meets on the 2nd Saturday of each month, 12:30- 3:00

pm in the Conlon Hall Cafeteria.

El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI Bergenfield Cell Group
Meets 2nd & 4th Saturday 1:30pm-5:30pm in the Lower

Church. Come & Be Blessed by the “Healing Message”. For
more info, contact Lhot Liwanag at 201.233.8235 or John

Teopengco at 201.658.4032. 

Anointing Fire Ministry Group
Meets Mondays 7pm-10pm in the Parish Life Center

Chapel & the 2nd Friday of the month from 
10pm—6:30am for Eucharistic Adoration in the Lower

Church.
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Spiritual Adoption Program
Starting March 25, our parish will join the 9-month Spiritual
Adoption Program until December 25. Prayer cards will be
available at church exits—take one, name a baby at risk of

abortion, and pray daily for their safety. A simple yet powerful
way to support the movement for Life.



GRUPOS PARROQUIALES 

La Palabra
Lunes, Iglesia de abajo 7:30pm ~ 9:30pm 

Legión de María  
Martes, Capilla del Parish Life Center 6:00pm ~ 7:30pm 

Tienda del Encuentro
Martes, Basement del Parish Life Center 7:00pm ~

10:00pm 
Emaús Mujeres

Miércoles, Iglesia de abajo, 7:00pm ~ 9:30pm 
Emaús Hombres

Miércoles, Basement del Parish Life Center 7:00pm-
9:30pm 

Grupo de Oración Luz y Vida
Jueves, Iglesia de abajo, 7:00pm ~ 9:30pm 

Devoción a la Preciosa Sangre de Cristo
Viernes, Basement del Parish Life Center, 8:00pm-

9:00pm 
Ministerio Matrimonios Con Cristo 

Tercer viernes del mes, Iglesia de abajo 7:00pm ~
9:45pm
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New Jersey

CatholicMatch.com/NJ
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FRECH-MCKNIGHT Funeral HomeFRECH-MCKNIGHT Funeral HomeFAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
NEWLY RENOVATED

DAVID J. MCKNIGHT
Owner/Manager

NJ Lic. #4766

SPECIALIZING IN
Preplanned 

Funeral Arrangements
JOHN MCKNIGHT JR., Director 

NJ Lic #3559

Celebrating Memories AND HONORING THE LIFE OF THOSE SHARED
161 WASHINGTON AVENUE - DUMONT, NJ 07628

201-384-0013201-384-0013 • www.frechmcknight.comwww.frechmcknight.com

HAVE LOVED ONES NEEDING CARE AT HOME?
Discover How to Provide the Support They Deserve

BATHING • DRESSING 
MEALS • MEDICAL CARE

201-494-4889

MDMedAlert!™
/mo.$1995

Starting At

800.809.3570

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
CALL NOW!

“STAY SAFE in the 
HOME YOU LOVE!”

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family 4 GPS & Fall Alert

md-medalert.com

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
D. Matthew Leber, Director/Manager | NJ Lic. No. 4593

Serving the families of St John The Evangelist’s
for over 40 years.

201-836-0202 
789 TEANECK ROAD, TEANECK, NJ 

VOLKLEBER.COM

ESTAMOS ACEPTANDO  
NUEVOS CLIENTES  

EN BERGEN COUNTY

Para más información
llámenos al: 973-574-1120
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I’m hiring!
Contact me about working in a
rewarding sales environment with
high income and growth potential.

MARY ANN RIVERA
Partner
646-281-5450
msrivera@newyorklife.com
Manhattan General Office
New York Life is an Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/Disability/Veteran/Sexual Orientation/Gender Identity

Rosenaldo “Onnie” Maliwanag
Broker/Owner

Office 201-244-1111 • Cell 201-776-9680 
onnierrm@yahoo.com111 Washington Avenue, Dumont, NJ 07628

BERGENFIELD EXXON
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

60 No. Washington Avenue  
Bergenfield | 201-384-0078

45 Years of Local Service

ASIAN PACIFIC TRAVEL 
and SERVICES
206 E Church Street

Bergenfield, NJ 07621

budstravel@gmail.com

O: 201-501-8388
C: 201-660-0149
F: 201-501-0378

Notary Public Buddy S. Deauna

OWNED AND OPERATED BY MADONNA PARISH

2070 HOEFLEY’S LANE, FORT LEE, NJ
WWW.MADONNACEMETERY.COM

Madonna Cemetery & Mausoleum
	 ALL SAINTS SECTION
	 RESERVE YOUR CRYPT/NICHE SPACE
	 48 MONTHS - 0% FINANCING
	 PRE-NEED PLANNING

	 201-944-7723


