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MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil Masses: 

5:30 PM, 7:00 PM (Spanish) 
Sunday Masses:

 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM
12:00 PM, 1:15 PM - Spanish

 

Daily Masses: 
Monday — Friday 

7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 6:30 PM 
Tuesdays-6:30 PM Spanish 
Saturday: 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM

Penance: Saturdays 
1:00 PM-2:00 PM in the Church

PASTOR
Rev. Sean A. Manson

pastor@sjrc.org 

 PAROCHIAL VICARS
Rev. César A. Infante

frcesarin33@gmail.com 
Rev. Oliver D. Nilo

olivernilo2020@gmail.com
 

Rev. Ashton I. F. Wong
fr.ashton@sjrc.org 
Rev. Héctor Larrea

larreala@yahoo.com 

PERMANENT DEACON 
Deacon James A. Detura

deaconjimdetura@gmail.com 

PASTOR EMERITUS
Rev. Msgr. Richard J. Arnhols

MsgrRJA@aol.com 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES
Lisa Oggioni Marciano
opus58@optonline.net

PARISH SECRETARY 
Malu Canlas

mcanlas@sjrc.org

TRUSTEES
Mrs. Patricia D. Rickly

Mr. Enrique G. Enriquez

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE 
Parish Life Center | 15 N. Washington Ave

Bergenfield, NJ | 201-384-3601

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Maria Campoverde

stjohnsreligiouseducation@gmail.com

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS ED.
Aimee Landestoy

sjrc.bulletin@gmail.com
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 Prayers for the Deceased 
Please remember  

Alfred E. Vetrone & Diana LaSpisa
in your prayers 

There will be no baptisms or
meetings for baptism in March

in observance of Lent.
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What was different was the greeting I got at the door that morning.  I was used to
ringing the door bell and then having one of the sisters, in her blue and white sari,
greet me with a broad smile, opening the door and welcoming me in, thanking me
profusely for having come to celebrate Mass.   But this day I rang and the door was
opened by a sister I did not know.  She looked at me with dark brown eyes and simply
said: “Be Holy!” She then turned and walked away towards the chapel.  

I was left standing at the door, taken aback, wondering what she meant. As I walked
to the chapel, vested, and then celebrated the Mass, her words kept coming back to
me; during the readings, the homily, the consecration, and Communion.
What did she mean? Be holy? At first I thought ‘How rude, is that any way to greet
someone at the door, especially me, who’s coming here to celebrate Mass with them?’
Then I thought, ‘What does she know about me anyway? We’ve never met before, she
must be having a bad day. Does she think I am not holy? Just by looking at me?’
Whichever way I looked at it, I found myself offended and defensive.

The more I thought about it, the more challenged I felt. But the more I thought about
it, the more her words made sense, and the clearer it became that she was right. I did 

PARA ESPAÑOL ESCANEA EL CÓDIGO DE QR 
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“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” (Lk 6;36) Mercy is an expression of
holiness. A holy person is one who is merciful, towards themself (not scrupulous) and
to others (not hard hearted). Jesus’ words are the fulfillment of that which God said to
Moses, “Speak to the whole Israelite community and tell them: Be holy, for I, the
Lord, your God, am holy.” Leviticus 19, 1 

My second assignment as a priest was to the parish of St. Mary’s in Plainfield.
Across the road from the church is a red brick building, the Convent of the
Missionaries of Charity, and this one is a Novitiate for the Contemplative Branch of
the sisters of Mother Teresa. Each Monday I would go to celebrate Mass with the
sisters, and this particular Monday was no different.

Inot need to know her motive or reasoning, all I had to do was accept what she said: “Be Holy.” Why should she not greet me in
this way? 

The fact that I was offended and taken aback spoke more about me than her. If I had been holy I would be happy to hear her
greeting. But she had caught me out, not only was I not holy (evidenced by my offense) but I was upset at the invitation. If I was
not holy why should I not accept the invitation to be so?

What does it mean to be holy anyway? David epitomized this holiness in the first reading of this Sunday’s Mass: when he was
merciful towards his enemy Saul. Today’s Gospel also gives specific examples of holiness:
Love your enemies.
Do good to those who hate you.
Bless those who curse you.
Pray for those who mistreat you.
Be kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.  
Offer no resistance to one who is evil.
Be merciful.
These are some ways to be holy.  But there are many others.  Each one of us will receive this invitation in today’s liturgy.  

If we feel uncomfortable, if we feel challenged, if we feel ‘outed’......Good!  Then, and only then, can we accept the invitation to be
who we were created to be.  That being the case, the greeting “Be Holy” is as good as any.  



2025 ANNUAL APPEAL
 

We are grateful to share that we have already
received pledges for this year’s Annual Appeal—
thank you to all who have given so generously!
Your support of the 2025 Annual Appeal helps

sustain the mission of Christ in our Archdiocese.
Please respond to the most recent pastor mailing

to help our parish reach goal by June 30 and
possibly receive financial incentives!

 
Our 2025 goal of $ 97,012.27 can only be reached
through your generosity and sacrifice. Our stretch

goal is $ 116,414.72. Please know that we will
show the Appeal Video at all Masses this

weekend, and our In-Pew Weekend will be on
March 8 and 9. If you have not yet made your gift,
we invite you to prayerfully consider doing so. To
make an online gift, please visit rcan.org/sharing.

 
Thank you for your prayers, your generosity, and
your faithful support of our Catholic mission. May

God bless you abundantly!
 

Fr. Sean

Prayer for Vocations
Lord Jesus, you said "The harvest is great but the

laborers are few" (Matt 9:35)
May the men and women call to the vocation of

Priest, Deacon, Religious Brother, or Sister,
respond with a joyful 'yes.'

We thank you for those from our parish of St.
John's who have already responded to your

calling: three men in formation to the Permanent
Diaconate, and three men in the seminary for

formation to the Priesthood. 
We pray Lord that you call more laborers to your

vineyard.
Mary, Mother of the Church,

help those who are called to respond with an
open heart.
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February 16 & 17
Parish Giving: 3,029.38
Envelopes: 14,397.00

TOTAL: 17,426.38



St. John’s Prayer Groups 
Legion of Mary

Meets each Saturday, 9:30am-11:00am in the Lower
Church (English) 

Padre Pio Prayer Group
 on the 2nd Saturday of each month, 12:30- 3:00 pm in

the Conlon Hall Cafeteria.

El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI Bergenfield Cell Group
Meets 2nd & 4th Saturday 1:30pm-5:30pm in the Lower
Church. Come & Be Blessed by the “Healing Message”.
For more info, contact Lhot Liwanag at 201.233.8235 or

John Teopengco at 201.658.4032. 

Anointing Fire Ministry Group
Meets Mondays 7pm-10pm in the Parish Life Center

Chapel & the 2nd Friday of the month from 
10pm—6:30am for Eucharistic Adoration in the Lower

Church.

God loves each of us as if there were only one of us.
– St. Augustine
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GRUPOS PARROQUIALES 

La Palabra
Lunes, Iglesia de abajo 7:30pm ~ 9:30pm 

Legión de María  
Martes, Capilla del Parish Life Center 6:00pm ~

7:30pm 
Tienda del Encuentro

Martes, Basement del Parish Life Center 7:00pm ~
10:00pm 

Emaús Mujeres
Miércoles, Iglesia de abajo, 7:30pm ~ 9:30pm 

Emaús Hombres
Miércoles, Basement del Parish Life Center

7:30pm-9:30pm 
Grupo de Oración Luz y Vida

Jueves, Iglesia de abajo, 7:30pm ~ 9:30pm 
Devoción a la Preciosa Sangre de Cristo

Viernes, Basement del Parish Life Center, 8:00pm-
9:00pm 

Ministerio Matrimonios Con Cristo 
Tercer viernes del mes, Iglesia de abajo 7:30pm ~

9:45pm
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Dios nos ama a cada uno como si fuéramos unicos.
– St. Augustine



New Jersey

CatholicMatch.com/NJ
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FRECH-MCKNIGHT Funeral HomeFRECH-MCKNIGHT Funeral HomeFAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
NEWLY RENOVATED

DAVID J. MCKNIGHT
Owner/Manager

NJ Lic. #4766

SPECIALIZING IN
Preplanned 

Funeral Arrangements
JOHN MCKNIGHT JR., Director 

NJ Lic #3559

Celebrating Memories AND HONORING THE LIFE OF THOSE SHARED
161 WASHINGTON AVENUE - DUMONT, NJ 07628

201-384-0013201-384-0013 • www.frechmcknight.comwww.frechmcknight.com

HAVE LOVED ONES NEEDING CARE AT HOME?
Discover How to Provide the Support They Deserve

BATHING • DRESSING 
MEALS • MEDICAL CARE

201-494-4889

MDMedAlert!™
/mo.$1995

Starting At

800.809.3570

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
CALL NOW!

“STAY SAFE in the 
HOME YOU LOVE!”

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family 4 GPS & Fall Alert

md-medalert.com

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
D. Matthew Leber, Director/Manager | NJ Lic. No. 4593

Serving the families of St John The Evangelist’s
for over 40 years.

201-836-0202 
789 TEANECK ROAD, TEANECK, NJ 

VOLKLEBER.COM

ESTAMOS ACEPTANDO  
NUEVOS CLIENTES  

EN BERGEN COUNTY

Para más información
llámenos al: 973-574-1120
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I’m hiring!
Contact me about working in a
rewarding sales environment with
high income and growth potential.

MARY ANN RIVERA
Partner
646-281-5450
msrivera@newyorklife.com
Manhattan General Office
New York Life is an Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/Disability/Veteran/Sexual Orientation/Gender Identity

Rosenaldo “Onnie” Maliwanag
Broker/Owner

Office 201-244-1111 • Cell 201-776-9680 
onnierrm@yahoo.com111 Washington Avenue, Dumont, NJ 07628

BERGENFIELD EXXON
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

60 No. Washington Avenue  
Bergenfield | 201-384-0078

45 Years of Local Service

ASIAN PACIFIC TRAVEL 
and SERVICES
206 E Church Street

Bergenfield, NJ 07621

budstravel@gmail.com

O: 201-501-8388
C: 201-660-0149
F: 201-501-0378

Notary Public Buddy S. Deauna


