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MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil Masses: 

5:30 PM, 7:00 PM (Spanish) 
Sunday Masses:

 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM
12:00 PM, 1:15 PM - Spanish

 

Daily Masses: 
Monday — Friday 

7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 6:30 PM 
Tuesdays-6:30 PM Spanish 
Saturday: 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM

Penance: Saturdays 
1:00 PM-2:00 PM in the Church

PASTOR
Rev. Sean A. Manson

pastor@sjrc.org 

 PAROCHIAL VICARS
Rev. César A. Infante

frcesarin33@gmail.com 
Rev. Oliver D. Nilo

olivernilo2020@gmail.com
 

Rev. Ashton I. F. Wong
fr.ashton@sjrc.org 
Rev. Héctor Larrea

larreala@yahoo.com 

PERMANENT DEACON 
Deacon James A. Detura

deaconjimdetura@gmail.com 

PASTOR EMERITUS
Rev. Msgr. Richard J. Arnhols

MsgrRJA@aol.com 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES
Lisa Oggioni Marciano
opus58@optonline.net

PARISH SECRETARY 
Malu Canlas

mcanlas@sjrc.org

TRUSTEES
Mrs. Patricia D. Rickly

Mr. Enrique G. Enriquez

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE 
Parish Life Center | 15 N. Washington Ave

Bergenfield, NJ | 201-384-3601

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Maria Campoverde

stjohnsreligiouseducation@gmail.com

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS ED.
Aimee Landestoy

sjrc.bulletin@gmail.com

F O U R T H  S U N D A Y  I N  O R D I N A R Y  T I M E

F E B R U A R Y  2 ,  2 0 2 5

LUKE 2 ,  32

Here is the l ight
you will  reveal to

the nations

mailto:olivernilo2020@gmail.com


 Prayers for the Deceased 
Please remember  

Gilma Yolanda Abreu Dominguez
in your prayers 
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Prayer for Vocations
Lord Jesus, you said "The harvest is great but the laborers are few" 

(Matt 9:35)

May the men and women call to the vocation of Priest, Deacon, Religious

Brother, or Sister, respond with a joyful 'yes.'

We thank you for those from our parish of St. John's who have already

responded to your calling: three men in formation to the Permanent

Diaconate, and three men in the seminary for formation to the

Priesthood. 

We pray Lord that you call more laborers to your vineyard.

Mary, Mother of the Church,

help those who are called to respond with an open heart.



 

At the Passover the firstborn of the Egyptians, both man and animal, were killed, but Israel’s firstborn sons and
animals were spared. Henceforth, for the people of Israel, the firstborn belonged to God.  
There is a great wisdom in this.  Our children are not our own, they do not belong to us; their true identity is
that of being children of God.  A dad once told me how he came to the realization that he had, for many years,
done a poor job as a parent because he thought his son was his, and not God’s. 
 
A child’s greatest freedom and security comes from their knowing that they do indeed belong to God.  Mary and
Joseph knew this very well, and took their new born to the temple to redeem him, to offer him to God.  Being
poor they did not have a lamb for the offering, so they instead gave the offering of the poor – two turtledoves.
This Feast day also used to be called the Purification of the Virgin, recalling the ancient tradition whereby
mothers were purified after birth.   
Why were they purified?  Because they had lost blood in the act of giving birth, and blood is holy, is life itself.  
 
The act of Purification acknowledged that God is the author of all life, and that all life is sacred.  This
Purification was once also known amongst Catholics as ‘churching,’ whereby a mother, having given birth, was
welcomed back into the church. The mother would hold a lighted candle, and be led into the church from the
vestibule, with prayers of gratitude being said for her safe delivery.
 
Hence Candlemas Day.  Traditionally today was also known as Candlemas Day, and signified the end of the
Christmas Season.  It was the day in which candles were blessed and distributed for use throughout the year,
starting tomorrow, when we will have the blessing of the throats on the Feast day of St. Blaize.
 
If mothers were once purified, having lost blood in childbirth, today’s world has no such respect or concern for
the loss of blood. Life is increasingly cheapened, and blood is all too easily spilt. Bloodshed is legalized by
abortion laws, and glorified in video games; it has become a multi-million dollar industry.  The Feast of the
Presentation of the Lord redresses this, declaring life for what it is – a gift of God, and to be respected.   
 
Christ is the light of the nations, and he enters today into his Temple.  May he be presented in our Temple, in
each one of us, as we acknowledge our life as coming from him, and dedicate ourselves to him.  

PARA ESPAÑOL ESCANEA EL CÓDIGO DE QR 
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Forty days after his birth, Jesus was presented in the Temple, in
accordance with the Law of Moses. 
 
Today, February 2nd, forty days after Christmas, we celebrate the Feast
of the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple, otherwise known as Little
Christmas, Candlemas, or the Purification of the Virgin Mary. The child
Jesus was ‘redeemed’, meaning ‘bought back,’ or offered to God. Joseph
and Mary were fulfilling the precept of the Book of Exodus:
 
“Sanctify to Me every firstborn, the first offspring of every womb among
the sons of Israel, both of man and beast; it belongs to Me.” Ex. 13:2 



Sunday Offerings: 
January 18th & 19th
Collection: 12,665.00

Through Parish Giving: 2,801.54
Total: 15,466.54

January 25th & 26th
Collection: 13,801.00

Through Parish Giving: 2,773.68
Total: 16,574.68

Padre Pio Prayer Group
UPDATE - NEW MONTHLY MEETING DAY

Moving forward, the Padre Pio Prayer Group
will meet on the 2nd Saturday of each month,
12:30- 3:00 pm in the Conlan Hall Cafeteria.

We hope you can join us!
St John's Food Pantry 

We need donations of the following food items
for Jan/Feb:

Rice, tuna, coffee, pasta, tomato sauce, canned
ravioli or chili, paper towels, bath tissue, and

adult & kids cereal. 

We greatly appreciate cash donations, checks or
gift cards so we can stock up on sale items. You
can mail them or drop them off at the rectory.

 

Request for Church Contribution Statement 2024

Name: _______________________________________          Phone:_____________________

Address: _________________________________________          Envelope #:_____________
Please fill out, detach, and place in collection basket or return to rectory.

Statements will be mailed in early February. 
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St. John’s Prayer Groups 
Legion of Mary

Meets each Saturday, 9:30am-11:00am in the Lower
Church (English) Padre Pio Prayer Group—Meets on the

3rd Saturday of each month, 3pm—5pm in the Lower
Church. 

El Shaddai DWXI-PPFI Bergenfield Cell Group
Meets 2nd & 4th Saturday 1:30pm-5:30pm in the Lower
Church. Come & Be Blessed by the “Healing Message”.
For more info, contact Lhot Liwanag at 201.233.8235 or

John Teopengco at 201.658.4032. 

Anointing Fire Ministry Group
Meets Mondays 7pm-10pm in the Parish Life Center

Chapel & the 2nd Friday of the month from 
10pm—6:30am for Eucharistic Adoration in the Lower

Church.
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Peregrinacion Mariana a España,
Francia y Portugal en Agosto de

2025 
Precios aprox. $4,700 todo incluido. Las
fechas precisas, al igual que el precio se
confirmaran más adelante. Por ahora
déjenos sus datos escaneando con su 
celular el siguiente código QR. 
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New Jersey

CatholicMatch.com/NJ
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FRECH-MCKNIGHT Funeral HomeFRECH-MCKNIGHT Funeral HomeFAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
NEWLY RENOVATED

DAVID J. MCKNIGHT
Owner/Manager

NJ Lic. #4766

SPECIALIZING IN
Preplanned 

Funeral Arrangements
JOHN MCKNIGHT JR., Director 

NJ Lic #3559

Celebrating Memories AND HONORING THE LIFE OF THOSE SHARED
161 WASHINGTON AVENUE - DUMONT, NJ 07628

201-384-0013201-384-0013 • www.frechmcknight.comwww.frechmcknight.com

HAVE LOVED ONES NEEDING CARE AT HOME?
Discover How to Provide the Support They Deserve

BATHING • DRESSING 
MEALS • MEDICAL CARE

201-494-4889

MDMedAlert!™
/mo.$1995

Starting At

800.809.3570

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
CALL NOW!

“STAY SAFE in the 
HOME YOU LOVE!”

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family 4 GPS & Fall Alert

md-medalert.com

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
D. Matthew Leber, Director/Manager | NJ Lic. No. 4593

Serving the families of St John The Evangelist’s
for over 40 years.

201-836-0202 
789 TEANECK ROAD, TEANECK, NJ 

VOLKLEBER.COM

ESTAMOS ACEPTANDO  
NUEVOS CLIENTES  

EN BERGEN COUNTY

Para más información
llámenos al: 973-574-1120
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I’m hiring!
Contact me about working in a
rewarding sales environment with
high income and growth potential.

MARY ANN RIVERA
Partner
646-281-5450
msrivera@newyorklife.com
Manhattan General Office
New York Life is an Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/Disability/Veteran/Sexual Orientation/Gender Identity

Rosenaldo “Onnie” Maliwanag
Broker/Owner

Office 201-244-1111 • Cell 201-776-9680 
onnierrm@yahoo.com111 Washington Avenue, Dumont, NJ 07628

BERGENFIELD EXXON
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

60 No. Washington Avenue  
Bergenfield | 201-384-0078

45 Years of Local Service

ASIAN PACIFIC TRAVEL 
and SERVICES
206 E Church Street

Bergenfield, NJ 07621

budstravel@gmail.com

O: 201-501-8388
C: 201-660-0149
F: 201-501-0378

Notary Public Buddy S. Deauna


