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 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE 
Parish Life Center  | 15 N. Washington Ave.,  

Bergenfield   201-384-3601 
  

Maria Campoverde  
stjohnsreligiouseducation@gmail.com 

Director of Religious Education 
Aimee Landestoy 

sjrc.bulletin@gmail.com 
Assistant Director 
Eric A. Acosta   

ericacosta7@msn.com 
Youth Minister 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM 
(Spanish 

Sunday Masses: 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 
AM, 12:00 PM, 1:15 PM - Spanish 

 
Daily Masses: Monday — Friday  

7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 6:30 PM 
Tuesdays-6:30 PM Spanish 

 
Penance: Saturdays 1:00 PM-2:00 PM in the 

Church 
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‘He put his finger into the man’s ears and, spitting, touched his 
tongue….. 

The man was deaf and had a speech impediment.’ 

When I was a child a deaf boy came to stay with my family for a 
weekend, his name was Daniel. Knowing he was deaf, I began to 
speak to him in a loud  
voice, carefully enunciating my words, pronouncing very slowly.  He 
looked at me and said: “I’m deaf, not stupid.” My father thought 
that was hilarious.   
Daniel put me in my place, and he was right, I was treating him like 
an idiot, unaware that he could lip-read and understand perfectly 
what was being said to him. 

Of course, to look at him you’d never know he was deaf.  His 
condition was not immediately evident, and this was to his 

advantage; in fact he and his deaf friends, who I met that weekend, overcame their condition by 
compensating for it in such expert  ways that it almost disappeared.  

This is normal, people learn to compensate, to adapt, to redress the condition that would otherwise impair 
them. 

A friend of mine was born without a hand. Growing up, he became so adept at doing things with one hand, 
that people were unaware of his condition. He could tie his shoes laces, type as fast as anyone, play guitar, 
play ball, all with one hand. No one knew. Someone was once in his parish, talking to the Pastor about the 
young man with one hand. The Pastor, who knew the young man very well, did not know who they were 
talking about. “You look at him next time you see him, you’ll see he only has one hand.” Lo and behold, the 
next time the Pastor saw him he realized for the first time that this young man, who he had known for at 
least a year, had only one hand. The way he moved, the way he walked, the way he stood, hiding his stump 
in his pocket, you would never know, until you really looked, that there was something amiss. 

The man in today’s Gospel had no such luck. He was deaf and had a speech impediment; but even if he had 
managed to hide his infirmity all his life, the game was finally up.  He was brought to Jesus, who then put 
his finger into the man’s ears and, can you believe it, spitting, touched his tongue. The man could no longer 
hide. Can you imagine someone sticking their fingers in your ears, and on top of that if you are deaf? To 
have someone spit on their fingers and then open your mouth to touch your tongue! 

Very unpleasant, but necessary. The man must have been mortified, but also relieved. Finally someone had 
exposed his weakness, not to humiliate him, but to help him. Unless our weaknesses are brought to light, 
made evident, they can never really be cured. They can be hidden, or adapted to, or compensated for, but 
that’s not the same as being healed. 

All of us can be mute. That is why the Prayer of the Church, the Divine Office, begins every morning with the 
antiphon:  ‘Lord, open my lips – and my mouth will proclaim your praise.’ The real impediment of speech is 
the incapacity to Bendicire – to speak well, of God. The inability to say ‘God you are great, you have done 
wonderful things in me, in my life, in my family.’ Not to be able to do this is a terrible impediment. 

All of us can be deaf. The first psalm in the daily prayer of the church begins: ‘Today, listen to the voice of 
the Lord; do not grow stubborn as your fathers did in the wilderness.’ The real deafness is that which 
impedes one from listening to God. We listen to many things: the radio, the TV, the iPod, the opinions of 
others, even our own thoughts...but to listen to God? Only those who have been cured of their deafness are 
able to do this. 

Will we acknowledge our deafness? (Mea culpa, I am stubborn; I listen to many things, but I am often deaf 
to the voice of God). Will we accept to be impaired of speech?  (Mea culpa, I use my tongue to speak evil, to 
gossip, to curse, to blaspheme, to complain; but I speak well -Bendicire- very infrequently). If we 
acknowledge this, we can discover that we are not humiliated, but healed. Jesus wants to put his fingers in 
our ears and his spittle on our tongue? Don’t be surprised if he does so at Mass today. 

     
    Para Español por favor escanea el código de QR 
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Prayers for the  
Deceased  

 

 
Please remember 

Veronica Tambio & 
Lilia Amir 

in your prayers 

Memorial Fund/Special Intention 
September 7th—September 13th 

Altar Flowers, Altar Candle, Altar Wine & Bread 
In loving memory of  

John D. Kaberle 
Requested by Clare Kaberle 

New Hope is celebrating 39 years of helping first time single mothers 
and their babies by hosting their Gala on Wednesday October 9, 2024 
at Seasons Pascack Rd Washington Twp from 6:30-10:30. Cocktail 
hour, dinner, dancing, 50/50 raffle, tricky tray, silent auction, Special 
Grand Prize.  

Contact New Hope at 201-722-4705 for tickets and information.  Thank 
you!  
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GRUPOS PARROQUIALES 
 

La Palabra ~ lunes,   
Iglesia de abajo  

7:30pm ~ 9:30pm 
Legión de María ~ martes,  

Capilla del Parish Life Center  
6:00pm ~ 7:30pm 

Tienda del Encuentro ~ martes,  
Basement del Parish Life Center  

7:00pm ~ 10:00pm 
Emaús Mujeres ~ miércoles,   

Iglesia de abajo,   
7:30pm ~ 9:30pm 

Emaús Hombres ~ miércoles,  
Basement del Parish Life Center  

7:30pm ~ 9:30pm 
Grupo de Oración Luz y Vida ~  jueves,  

Iglesia de abajo,  
7:30pm ~ 9:30pm 

Devoción a la Preciosa Sangre de Cristo ~ 
viernes, Basement del Parish Life Center,  

8:00pm ~ 9:00pm 
Ministerio Matrimonios Con Cristo ~  

tercer viernes del mes, Iglesia de abajo  
7:30pm ~ 9:45pm 

Peregrinacion Mariana a  España, Francia y  
Portugal en Mayo de 2025 

 
Precios aprox. $4,700 todo incluido. Las fechas  
precisas, al igual que el precio se confirmaran más  
adelante.  
Por ahora déjenos sus datos escaneando con su  
cellular el siguiente código QR.    



New Jersey

CatholicMatch.com/NJ

	 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com	 St. John the Evangelist, Bergenfield, NJ	 03-4005

FRECH-MCKNIGHT Funeral HomeFRECH-MCKNIGHT Funeral HomeFAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
NEWLY RENOVATED

DAVID J. MCKNIGHT
Owner/Manager

NJ Lic. #4766

SPECIALIZING IN
Preplanned 

Funeral Arrangements
JOHN MCKNIGHT JR., Director 

NJ Lic #3559

Celebrating Memories AND HONORING THE LIFE OF THOSE SHARED
161 WASHINGTON AVENUE - DUMONT, NJ 07628

201-384-0013201-384-0013 • www.frechmcknight.comwww.frechmcknight.com

HAVE LOVED ONES NEEDING CARE AT HOME?
Discover How to Provide the Support They Deserve

BATHING • DRESSING 
MEALS • MEDICAL CARE

201-494-4889
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I’m hiring!
Contact me about working in a
rewarding sales environment with
high income and growth potential.

MARY ANN RIVERA
Partner
646-281-5450
msrivera@newyorklife.com
Manhattan General Office
New York Life is an Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/Disability/Veteran/Sexual Orientation/Gender Identity

Rosenaldo “Onnie” Maliwanag
Broker/Owner

Office 201-244-1111 • Cell 201-776-9680 
onnierrm@yahoo.com111 Washington Avenue, Dumont, NJ 07628

BERGENFIELD EXXON
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

60 No. Washington Avenue  
Bergenfield | 201-384-0078

45 Years of Local Service

No Job to BIG or small
Indoor and Outdoor Projects

info@hunnydonelist.com

201-244-4001
Licensed and Insured  • Serving North Jersey


