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Sunday Offering:  August 24th & 25th, 2024 — $17,971.00 

Through Parish Giving: $3,291.45 

Total collecƟon: $21,182.45 

Rosarians will gather for the 9am Mass on      
Monday, September 2nd and pray the rosary together after Mass.  

All are invited to join in the Rosary. 

 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE 
Parish Life Center  | 15 N. Washington Ave.,  

Bergenfield   201-384-3601 
  

Maria Campoverde  
stjohnsreligiouseducation@gmail.com 

Director of Religious Education 
Aimee Landestoy 

sjrc.bulletin@gmail.com 
Assistant Director 
Eric A. Acosta   

ericacosta7@msn.com 
Youth Minister 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM (Spanish 
Sunday Masses: 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 

PM, 1:15 PM - Spanish 
 

Daily Masses: Monday — Friday  
7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 6:30 PM 
Tuesdays-6:30 PM Spanish 

 
Penance: Saturdays 1:00 PM-2:00 PM in the Church 
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“The Pharisees and some of the scribes observed that some of his 
disciples ate their meals with unclean, that is, unwashed, 
hands.” (Mk 7,1-2) 
 
During the Pandemic the CDC told us how to wash our hands 
properly. Apparently we had been doing it all wrong.  
 
Jesus’ disciples not only did it wrong, they didn’t  bother at all. No 
soap, no warm water, no 20 seconds lathering up, not even 60% 
alcohol based hand sanitizer. 
 
The disciples are upbraided by the Pharisees for not following the 
prescribed guidelines: 
“Why do your disciples not follow the tradition of the elders but 

instead eat a meal with unclean hands?” they asked of Jesus. 
 
A good question.  We grew up hearing the same thing:  ‘Make sure you wash your hands.’  It’s the very thing 
we say to our kids before sitting down to eat. My parents certainly did. 
 
Even in the pre-pandemic era, ours was a culture obsessed with cleanliness.  Ours is a sanitized, anti-bacterial, 
germ-free world: 
 
Clorox. Irish Spring.  Dial.  Deodorant.  Body wash. Mouth wash. Perfume. Aftershave. 
 
Jesus is asked about unclean hands not out of concern for personal hygiene, but out of concern for ritual 
purity.  A foreign concept to us perhaps.  None of us ask our children  ‘Are you ritually pure?’  before 
lunch.  But that was exactly what the Pharisees and scribes were asking when they posed the question. 
 
Odd?  To us yes.  But if you think about it, it’s not such a daft question after all. Is it not important to be 
ritually pure.  And if clean hands are an exterior sign of this, or at least the desire for this, why should they not 
be clean?  Can the question be dismissed as irrelevant?   
 
That depends on what we mean by ‘ritual purity.’  For the Jews it was the condition necessary to enter into the 
presence of God.  ‘Be Holy for I the Lord am Holy.’ (Leviticus) 
This ritual purity was expressed in the cleansing of cups, jugs, kettles and beds, the bathing in the Mikvah, and 
the washing of hands. 
But no matter how clean things are, no matter how much we wash, there is an interior dirt that remains.   
 
We are not clean, we are not pure.  No amount of soap and water or hand sanitizer can get rid of this interior 
dirt. 
To deny this is to live a fantasy. 
To accept it is a great Good News. 
 
St. Teresa of Avila said that when a strong light enters a room, the first thing you notice is the dust, the 
dirt.  While there is no light, the dirt cannot be seen, but it is there none the less.   
 
This strong light is the love of Christ, received  in the Word and the Sacraments. 
This light comes to enlighten us today. Only in discovering our uncleanliness, our unworthiness, can we then 
be cleansed by Christ. 
 
 
    Para Español por favor escanea el código de QR 
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Prayers for the  

Deceased  

Please remember 
Bill Nicodemus 
in your prayers 

Memorial Fund/Special Intention 
August 31st-September 6th 

Altar Flowers, Altar Candle, Altar Wine & Bread 
In loving memory of  

Yvan & Geralda Joseph 
Requested by Geralda Joseph 

First Friday Holy Hour: Sept. 6th @ 7pm—
8pm.   

8pm—midnight silent adoration. 
 Friday midnight—Saturday 6 AM adoration 

led by the Anointing Fire Ministry  
First Saturday 6 AM-7 AM adoration led by 

Rosario de la Aurora  
w/ 7:00am Mass in Spanish to follow 

Join us—September 7th  
2,000 Hail Marys 
6:30am—4:30pm 

Adoration Chapel ramp side  
Come & join us to honor Mary,  

Our Beloved Mother. 

New Hope is celebrating 39 years of helping first 
time single mothers and their babies by hosting 
their Gala on Wednesday October 9, 2024 at Sea-
sons Pascack Rd Washington Twp from 6:30-10:30. 
Cocktail hour, dinner, dancing, 50/50 raffle, tricky 
tray, silent auction, Special Grand Prize.  

Contact New Hope at 201-722-4705 for tickets and 
information.  Thank you!  
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GRUPOS PAR-
ROQUIALES 

 
La Palabra ~ lunes,   

Iglesia de abajo  
7:30pm ~ 9:30pm 
Legión de María ~ 

martes,  
Capilla del Parish Life 

Center  
6:00pm ~ 7:30pm 

Tienda del Encuentro 
~ martes,  

Basement del Parish 
Life Center  

7:00pm ~ 10:00pm 
Emaús Mujeres ~ 

miércoles,   
Iglesia de abajo,   
7:30pm ~ 9:30pm 
Emaús Hombres ~ 

miércoles,  
Basement del Parish 

Life Center  
7:30pm ~ 9:30pm 

Grupo de Oración Luz 
y Vida ~  jueves,  
Iglesia de abajo,  
7:30pm ~ 9:30pm 

Devoción a la Preci-
osa Sangre de Cristo 
~ viernes, Basement 

del Parish Life Center,  
8:00pm ~ 9:00pm 

Ministerio Matrimonios 
Con Cristo ~  

tercer viernes del 
mes, Iglesia de abajo  

7:30pm ~ 9:45pm 

Nuestra Ofrenda Dominical: 24 y 25 de agosto 2024 — $17,921, Por medio de Parish Giving: $3,261.45. Total: $21,182.45 

Peregrinacion Mariana a  España, Francia y  
Portugal en Mayo de 2025 

 
Precios aprox. $4,700 todo incluido. Las fechas precisas, al igual que 
el precio se confirmaran más adelante.  
Por ahora déjenos sus datos escaneando con su cellular el siguiente 
código QR.    
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FRECH-MCKNIGHT Funeral HomeFRECH-MCKNIGHT Funeral HomeFAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
NEWLY RENOVATED

DAVID J. MCKNIGHT
Owner/Manager

NJ Lic. #4766

SPECIALIZING IN
Preplanned 

Funeral Arrangements
JOHN MCKNIGHT JR., Director 

NJ Lic #3559

Celebrating Memories AND HONORING THE LIFE OF THOSE SHARED
161 WASHINGTON AVENUE - DUMONT, NJ 07628

201-384-0013201-384-0013 • www.frechmcknight.comwww.frechmcknight.com

HAVE LOVED ONES NEEDING CARE AT HOME?
Discover How to Provide the Support They Deserve

BATHING • DRESSING 
MEALS • MEDICAL CARE

201-494-4889
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I’m hiring!
Contact me about working in a
rewarding sales environment with
high income and growth potential.

MARY ANN RIVERA
Partner
646-281-5450
msrivera@newyorklife.com
Manhattan General Office
New York Life is an Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/Disability/Veteran/Sexual Orientation/Gender Identity

Rosenaldo “Onnie” Maliwanag
Broker/Owner

Office 201-244-1111 • Cell 201-776-9680 
onnierrm@yahoo.com111 Washington Avenue, Dumont, NJ 07628

BERGENFIELD EXXON
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

60 No. Washington Avenue  
Bergenfield | 201-384-0078

45 Years of Local Service

No Job to BIG or small
Indoor and Outdoor Projects

info@hunnydonelist.com

201-244-4001
Licensed and Insured  • Serving North Jersey


