St. John the Evangelist

Roman Catholic Community

29 N. Washington Ave Bergenfield, N.J. 07621
201-384-0101 Fax: 201-384-2055

Parish Web Site: www.sjrc.org

Pastor Sunday, December 17, 2023

rd

Rev. Sean A. Manson

pastor@sjrc.org

Pastor Emeritus

Rev. Msgr. Richard J. Arnhols
MsgrRJA@aol.com

OF ADVENT

Rev. César A. Infante
frcesarin33@gmail.com

Rev. Oliver D. Nilo

oliver.nilo2021@gmail.com

Rev. Ashton I. F. Wong

fr.ashton@sjrc.org

In Residence

Rev. Héctor Larrea
larreala@yahoo.com

Permanent Deacon

Deacon James A. Detura

DeaconJimDetura@gmail.com

Director of Music Ministries
Lisa Oggioni Marciano

Trustees
Mrs. Patricia D. Rickly
Mr. Enrique G. Enriquez

MASS SCHEDULE
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE Saturday Vigil Mass:
Parish Life Center 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM (Spanish)
15 N. Washington Ave., Bergenfield 201-384-3601 Sunday Masses:

Rosemarie Flood ~ roflood@yahoo.com 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM
Director of Religious Education 1:15 PM - Spanish

Eric A. Acosta ~ ericacosta7@msn.com Daily Masses:

Y outh Minister Monday—Friday
7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 7:30 PM
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4:00pm (Family Mass)
6:30pm
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12 midnight

December 16
Candelaria Deanon
Valentin Burgos
December 17

The People of the Parish

Danny Ibera & Inocentes Adaniel

Albina Perez

Aiden Scordia

Pascual Bourdierd
December 18
Gertrudes Y. Guevarra
Domenic E. Francisco
Ty Bio Ho

December 19

Isabella Cemenja—
Birthday Thanksgiving
John F. Carlo

Marie Picone
December 20

Robert Pantano

Jose Masip, Sr. and
Henry Aguilar, Sr.
Family & Friends of the
Pinto Family
December 21

Patricia Sutherland
Roger Coppinger
Mary Patricia McHale
December 22

Souls in Purgatory
John T. Brady
Zareeda Jairam—
Birthday Thanksgiving
December 23

Kevin Charles Pineda
Aida G. Lapuz

Delmy A. Escobar
Jorge Mendoza, Jr.
December 24

The People of the Parish
Martina Perez
Domenic E. Francisco
Jeffrey Jose—
Birthday Thanksgiving
Alejandro Pefa
CHRISTMAS EVE

John, Nora, Mary Reilly and

Steven Shine

In Thanksgiving-The Tabuzo Family

Familia Chavez

The Lee & Casper Families

Advent Morning Prayer
During Advent, Morning Prayer will be prayed in the

church at 6:00am. All are welcome to attend.

Early Bulletin Notice

During this month, our bulletin company requires
us to submit our bulletin earlier than our usual date.
If your ministry would like to add an announcement

in the bulletin for Dec. 24, please email:
sesjrc@gmail.com by Dec. 12.
For the Dec. 31 bulletin, please email by Dec. 20.

Feast of St. John the Evangelist
Dec. 27

Come join us to celebrate the
feast day of our
parish’s patron saint,

St. John the Evangelist, on
Wed., December 27". We'll start
with a bi-lingual Mass at 6pm,
followed by a buffet dinner and
celebration at around 7pm. This

event has been a tremendous

success in past years. There’s no
fee to attend the dinner, but donations are gladly
accepted. (checks, no cash please). Please make checks
payable to St. John the Evangelist Church & include
‘St. John’s Feast Day’ in the memo.

Memorial Fund/Special Intention

Week of December 16-22
Altar Flowers
In loving memory of Salvatore T. Cinque
Requested by Clare Kaberle

Holiday
Office Closures:

EL]

The Rectory and Religious Education
offices will be closed on Dec.22, Dec. 25,
Dec. 29 and January 1.
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A Reflection From Our Pastor

r ‘__.
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Can you imagine life without keys? How many doors have you locked or
unlocked already today? In the Advent Liturgy there is a prayer which speaks
about a key. It is a remarkable prayer.

"0 Key of David, what you open no one else can ever close again! What you
close no one can open! O Key of David, come to lead the captives from prison!
Free all those in darkness and in the shadow of death!”

The ‘Key of David’ is Our Lord Jesus Christ. He can open a door before us that
no other key can open; a door that leads to new hope and peace, to truth and
integrity, to purity and love.

And he can close and lock behind us the door through which fear and anxiety, bitterness and remorse, guilt
and shame, have so often entered our lives, sometimes making our lives hell.

He can close the door firmly in the face of so much from our past, our history that comes to accuse us and
mock us, to haunt us and humiliate us; and all the lies we have fed on and believed.

He can set us free from our captivity and slavery; from all the things that chain us and imprison us; from
those dungeons where we sit in terrible loneliness or dark despair, often hating ourselves.

He can rescue us from the solitary confinement of our selfishness and greed; and from everything that
prevents us from going out in love, compassion and friendship to others.

Jesus Christ, the 'Key of David', can break the hold that evil has on us, the tight grip of our repeated moral
lapses, our sexual sins, our laziness and indifference, our cunning and hypocrisy.

He can help us to rise above the strange compulsive needs that our ego often inflicts on us; the addictions
that seem to dominate us. He can purify our sordid desires and calm the heat of our crazy and sometimes
violent thoughts; and all our disordered urges and passions.

Christ can conquer death in us; the death we daily experience when we want to escape and deny the truth
about our lives; or to run away from the responsibilities we know are ours in the family, or work.

The Church wants each of us to meet Christ, the 'Key of David’, and to experience his healing touch and his
saving grace. But where? Where can we meet Christ? Where can we find him?

We can meet him in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, the Sacrament of his Mercy and Forgiveness. The
Church invites you to find him there. Yes, there we can meet him!

The Church calls us, encourages us, and urges us, to make a simple and sincere confession of our sins;
without fear, without anxiety. And to place our lives under the gaze of God's love and mercy.

How long since your last confession? Weeks? Months? Years? It does not matter. What does matter is that
you take this opportunity now.

It is a very great gift of God to you. Do not let this opportunity pass you by. The Advent Deanery Liturgy of
Reconciliation, with the opportunity for individual confession, will take place this Monday, December 18™
7:00pm at St. "Therese in Cresskill.

Priests from the deanery will be there. One of them will hear your confession. And God will inspire this priest
to give you a word of enlightenment, hope and encouragement for your life!

Come! There is a place reserved for you. The 'Key of David’ will be turned in your favor.

7 0
TR. Jear
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Una Reflexion de Nuestro Pastor

QRUErLADS hermanos Y hermanas

¢Te imaginas la vida sin llaves? éCuantas puertas has cerrado o abierto hoy? En la liturgia de Adviento hay una oracion
gue habla de una clave. Es una oracién notable.

"iOh Llave de David, lo que abres nadie mas puede cerrar de nuevo! iLo que cierras nadie
puede abrir! iOh Llave de David, ven a sacar a los cautivos de la carcel! iLibera a todos los
gue estan en la oscuridad y en la sombra de la muerte!"

La 'Llave de David' es Nuestro Sefior Jesucristo. El puede abrir una puerta ante nosotros que
ninguna otra llave puede abrir; una puerta que conduce a una nueva esperanza y paz, a la
verdad y a la integridad, a la pureza y al amor.

Y puede cerrar y cerrar detras de nosotros la puerta a través de la cual el miedo y la ansiedad, la amargura y el
remordimiento, la culpa y la verglienza, han entrado tan a menudo en nuestras vidas, a veces haciendo nuestras vidas
un infierno.

El puede cerrar la puerta con firmeza de nuestro pasado, nuestra historia que viene a acusarnos y burlarse de nosotros,
a perseguirnos y humillarnos; y todas las mentiras que hemos alimentado y creido.

El puede liberarnos de nuestro cautiverio y esclavitud; de todas las cosas que nos encadenan y aprisionan; de esas
mazmorras donde nos sentamos en una soledad terrible o en una desesperacion oscura, a menudo odiandonos a
nosotros mismos.

El puede rescatarnos del confinamiento solitario de nuestro egoismo y codicia; y de todo lo que nos impide salir en
amor, compasion y amistad con los demas.

Jesucristo, la Llave de David, puede romper el control que el mal tiene sobre nosotros, el férreo control de nuestros
repetidos errores morales, nuestros pecados sexuales, nuestra pereza e indiferencia, nuestra astucia e hipocresia.

El puede ayudarnos a elevarnos por encima de las extrafias necesidades compulsivas que nuestro ego a menudo nos
inflige; las adicciones que parecen dominarnos. El puede purificar nuestros deseos sordidos y calmar el calor de
nuestros pensamientos locos y a veces violentos; y todos nuestros impulsos y pasiones desordenados.

Cristo puede conquistar la muerte en nosotros; la muerte que experimentamos diariamente cuando queremos escapar y
negar la verdad sobre nuestras vidas; o huir de las responsabilidades que sabemos que son nuestras en la familia, o en
el trabajo.

La Iglesia quiere que cada uno de nosotros nos encontremos con Cristo, la Llave de David, y experimentemos su toque
curativo y su gracia salvadora. ¢Pero dénde? éDonde podemos encontrar a Cristo? ¢Ddnde podemos encontrarlo?
Podemos encontrarnos con él en el sacramento de la reconciliacién, sacramento de su misericordia y de su perddn. La
Iglesia nos invita a encontrarlo alli. iSi, alli podemos conocerlo!

La Iglesia nos llama, nos anima y nos insta a hacer una confesion simple y sincera de nuestros pecados; sin miedo, sin
ansiedad. Y poner nuestra vida bajo la mirada del amor y la misericordia de Dios.

¢Cuanto tiempo ha pasado desde tu Ultima confesion? ¢Semanas? (Meses? ¢Afios? No importa. Qué importa es que
aproveches esta oportunidad ahora.

Es un gran regalo de Dios para ustedes. No dejen pasar esta oportunidad. La Liturgia de la Reconciliacion del Decanato
de Adviento, con la oportunidad de una confesion individual, tendra lugar este lunes 18 de diciembre a las 7:00pm en
St. Therese en Cresskill.

Los sacerdotes del decanato estaran alli. Uno de ellos oird tu confesion. iY Dios inspirara a este sacerdote para darte
una palabra de iluminacién, esperanza y aliento para tu vida!

iVen! Hay un lugar reservado para ti. La 'Llave de David' sera entregada a tu favor. 1 i
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Deanery Penance Service:
Mon., Dec. 18 — 7pm
St. Therese of Lisieux, Cresskill

Come & Pray
Adoration This Week:

Tuesday—12 pm—6:30pm

Christmas Flowers Adomtion Wednesday 12pm—7:15pm
Ador}ltion
Please put your Christmas s . Thursday 12pm—6:30pm

Flower envelope in with the
regular collection. Extra
envelopes are available at
the church exits.

St. John's Food Pantry "It is not how much

December food donations needed: we do, but how

pasta & sauce, rice, tuna, pancake much love we put | 1 Peter 1:8-9 “and though you have not
mix & syrup, kids cereal, coffee, in the doing. It is seen Him, you love Him, and though you
spanish beans, oatmeal, peanut not how much we do not see Him now, but believe in Him,
butter & jelly, cookies & crackers. give ... you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible

You may drop off food donations in
the large bin inside the church
doors on the ramp side. We don't

and full of glory, obtaining as the
outcome of your faith the salvation of

... but how much your souls.”
need any canned vegetables at this love we put into
t. . H ' f "
ime the giving. Women’s Cornerstone Retreat

Any donations of cash, checks or
store gift cards may be dropped off
at the rectory or you can contact
Joe McHale (201)655-1073/
joemc1217@gmail.com.
He'll also assist you if you have
large donations of food. Thank you

L
St. Mother Teresa

June 21 & 22, 2024 save the date!
Beatrice D’ Souza
beadsouza@gmail.com
Reyna Berroa
ribalberto22@gmail.com

Christmas Eve—Dec. 24

4:00 pm—Vigil Family Mass, 6:30 pm Mass,
9:00 pm Mass (Espanol), 12 Midnight Mass

Christmas Day—Dec. 25
7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:30 am, 12:00 pm, 1:15 pm—Espafnol
O Come let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Please share our Christmas Mass schedule with family and friends.
We invite all to come and celebrate the birth of our Savior
with us this Christmas!
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Fiesta de
San Juan Evangelista

Unase a nosotros para celebrar la
fiesta del santo patrén de nuestra
parroquia, San Juan Evangelista,
el Miércoles, 27 de diciembre.
Comenzaremos con una Misa
bilingle a las 6pm, seguida de una
cena buffet y celebracion
alrededor de las 7pm. Este evento ha sido un
tremendo éxito en los ultimos anos. No hay tarifa
para asistir a la cena es gratis, pero Si desea
hacer una donacion, por favor haga cheque
pagado a la parroquia y anotar en el memo que
es para la festividad de San Juan Evangelista.
No hay que hacer reservaciones.

Dios es el GOZO
le mi ALMA.

Ven y Ora
Adoracion al Santisimo
Sacramento

Horario de esta semana:
martes—12pm—6:30pm

miércoles 12pm—7:15pm
jueves 12pm—6:30pm

San Juan, Bergentield NJ

Neta

Flores de Navidad

Por favor coloque sus
sobres para las flores
de Navidad con la
colecta regular. Los
sobres adicionales
estan disponibles por
las salidas de la
iglesia.

_ Dic 17, 6:00 pm: lgesia de Abajc
" Dic 23, 8:00pm: Conlen Hall

@
AVISO

Las oficinas de la Rectoria y
Educacion Religiosa estaran cerradas el 22 de
Diciembre, 25 de Diciembre, 29 de Diciembre y

1 de Enero por los dias festivos.
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REALTY, LLC

Rosenaldo “Onnie” Maliwanag

COMFORT KEEPERS

IN-HOME SENIOR CARE
Broker/Owner

201-784-6200

Office 201-244-1111 - Cell 201-776-9680

111 Washington Avenue, Dumont, NJ 07628 onnierrm@yahoo.com

SUPRPORT:
OUR PARISH

Local business ads
sponsor the printing of
our bulletin.
4lpi.com/adcreator

CAREGIVERS
NEEDED

Catholic owned home
health care agency,
Assisting Seniors, seeking
to recruit home health
aides and certified nurses |
assistants starting at

$20-525 hourly.
Tagalog a plus!

Call 973-841-7100
or 201-452-0945

MADONNA
CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUM

SAINTS SECTION RESERVE YOUR CRYPTINICHE SPACE
48 MONTHS -
0% FINANCING
PRE-NEED PLANNING
CALL 866-392-1951

’s Lane, Fort Lee, NJ
onnacemetery.com

I'm hiring!
Contact me about working in a

rewarding sales environment with
high income and growth potential.

MARY ANN RIVERA

2070 Hoefle

wWww.ma

Part i ¥
Do not be e 46.281.5450 Honor your geelilelifeyyleilely
msrivera@newyorklife.com Father and

New Jersey

Manhattan General Office
New York Life is an

Afraid

Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/Disability/Veteran/Sexual Orientation/Gen;

der Identity

m Mother

RiEwerts MEmMmoRIAL HoMmE, INc.

201.384.0700
187 S. Washington Avenue ~ Bergenfield, NJ 07621

Bruce J. Van Tassel Manager
NJ Lic. No. 5039

“We are here to help”

WWW. newertsmemorlalhome com CatholicMatch.com/NJ

Butler s Hardware FREE 2nd Opinion and Consultation! ($215 Value)
Ser air 30| 1a Find out why our
i ooy m-m o g
Btlgcngcld. ‘;f. i dental affice is 8o good ar
201-384-0480 it, that [ actually look
butlershardwarey8(@gmail.com forward to my dental
open 7 days intments. The office
is warm and welcoming. 22

Dr. Tong & l:l_r_ _ -Theresa S, Patient
We're Right Around the Corner! (2 minute walk)

19 Legion Drive.
Vasr:_;‘gg_‘ Bergenfield, NJ

(201) 374-7493

stal

Light overcomes
Darkness

Saturdays and
Evening Hours!

Lm{u"g‘-?'ﬁeg DOES YUUR NUHPRUFIT 5@_ S SumES Here For You
e e During Tax
'5%?“3?&'? nREANIMT"]N NEED iy &ﬂ H&R Season & Beyond.

A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital newsletters
to reach your community.

74 S. Washington

BLOGK Taxes | Bookkeeping | Payroll

E.G. ENRIQUEZ & CO., INC.

15

My Hope is in
the Lord

AN OFFICE

z:::::’t i - 340 5. Washington Ave.

Visit Ipicommunities.com Bergenfield, NJ 07621
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ey o ool s e Toms River, NJ 08755
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H No Job to BIG or small E. E]
EKQ" Mobll Indoor and Outdoor Projects =
BERGENFIELD EXXON info@hunnydonelist.com Enrigue G, Enriguez, EA Erick J. Enriquez, MBA, M5A
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS info@moruondming. com enrique.enrique@hrblock.com erick.enriguez@hrblock.com
60 No. Washington Avenue dmi Franchisee Franchisee
Bergenfield | 201-384-0078 44 4 www.maruandming.com
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