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Mass Intentions
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December 3

Minda Azachee, Patricia and
Vicente Napoles

Julio Cesar Vargas Paez
December 4

The People of the Parish

Elaine M. Mischler

Eleuterio P. Enriquez

Martha Stauber

Brett Paton

Special Needs Inclusive Family Mass
Special Intention

December 5

Joseph Adinolfi

Esperanza Lacdan

Diego Pinzon—Anniversary
December 6

Jill Tabor

Vincent Morrone—2 1st Anniversary
Sp. Int.: Emily Thomas

Birthday Thanksgiving
December 7

The Klein Family

Diana Gonzalez De Cordero
Edwin Reyes—11th Anniversary
December 8

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
The People of the Parish
Teodora Bagayo

Rudy Javellana

Juana Rivas

December 9

Rodolfo Dalisay

Ida Ascolese—1st Anniversary
Maria S. Pefia

December 10

Julian Banawa

Edward Monsalve—Anniversary
Joseph Lore

Rosa Pefia

December 11

The People of the Parish

Maria Ricardina Flores de Ramos
Paul Ryan Hipolito

Sp. Int.: Damaso Domingo

89th Birthday

Carmen Junes de Salazar

Prayers for the Deceased

Please remember Theodore ]. Cancalosi, 111,

Loida Cruz, Loretta Marie Borrows Giordano,

Reverend Paul E. Schweizer, O. Carm, Gloria Ortiz and

Clarafina Pino in your prayers.

Deanery Penance Services

Mon., Dec. 5 - 7pm - St. Joseph, Oradell
Sat., Dec. 17 - 1pm - St. John, Bergenfield
Mon., Dec. 19 - 7pm - Ascension, New Milford

CONFESSIONS AT ST. JOHN'S - 1-3PM
Saturdays, Dec. 3,10, 17
(or by appointment in the rectory)
(201-384-0101)

Missalettes
Limited copies of Breaking Bread and Misal del Dia
missalettes are available for individual purchase at the
rectory. Breaking Bread issues are six dollars each, and
Misal del dia issues are $5.00 each.

Immaculate Conception—Holyday

Mass Schedule:
Main Church
English Iglesia de Abajo
Wednesday, December 7th Espariol
7:30pm Jueves, Diciembre 8
Thursday, December 8th 7:30pm
7am, 9am, 7:30pm
Rosary Society

Members of the Rosary Society will gather for the 9am Mass
tomorrow, Monday, December 5th, and invite other attendees
to stay after Mass to join with them in the praying of the
Rosary.

Sacraments

Penance - Saturday: 1:00pm-3:00pm
in the Church.
Baptisms - English - 3:00pm
2nd & 3rd Sundays of the month
Spanish—2:45pm—4th Sunday of the month

Instructions for parents will be held on the Ist Sunday of the
month in English at 1:30pm in the Parish Life Center Basement
and the 3rd Sunday of the month in Spanish at 2:45pm in the
Parish Life Center Gathering Room for parents having their first
child baptized. All parents must be registered parishioners and
present the child’s birth certificate at the time of arranging the
baptism. Godparents must be practicing Catholics, at least sixteen
years of age, who have received the Sacraments of Confirmation
and Eucharist, and, if married, the Sacrament of Matrimony.
Sponsor certificate must be presented at least one week before
Baptism.

Due to Christmas,
Spanish baptisms will take place on Dec. 18 in the lower
church

PLEASE NOTE! We are accepting registrations for Baptisms
for January and beyond.
Please call the Rectory at 201-384-0101 for information.

Matrimony - Arrangements for a wedding should be made at
least one year in advance. Couples are required to attend
Pre-Cana and God’s Plan. Please contact one of the priests,
201-384-0101.
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Pastor’s Desk

Dear Parishioners,

Following up on last weekend’s announcement, Cardinal Tobin has officially approved Fr. Ray’s request to retire,
effective January 1, 2023. This will be a difficult parting for him and for us, since he has been an active part of our parish’s life since
1986. | think it is fitting that we have a parish farewell for him on our parish feast day of St. John the Evangelist, Tuesday, December
27" We will start with the 7:30pm Mass with Fr. Ray as the principal celebrant, followed by a light reception in Conlon Hall, where
you will be able to personally offer him your thanks and farewell. Leaders of our various parish groups are cooperating in enlisting
people for setting up the hall, celebrating the event, and cleaning up afterwards. If you would like to help, please be in touch with
Humberto Fernandez or Fernando Perez, or your group’s leader. Of course, if your schedule does not allow you to join on this
occasion, Fr. Ray will still be celebrating daily and weekend Masses through January 1°".

Next weekend we will be taking up the special annual collection of the Retirement Fund for Religious. The U.S. bishops established
this collection in 1988 to help address the profound shortage in retirement savings among US religious communities. Despite
sustained generosity in this collection, numerous communities struggle to provide for aging members. Eldercare costs continue to
rise while the percentage of religious who need care grows. Please see the insert in today’s bulletin. Extra envelopes are available at
the doors of the church.

This Thursday is the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, a holyday of obligation in the United States. See the Mass schedule on
page 2 in this bulletin.

Looking ahead, Monday, December 12" s the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Masses in the morning will be at 7am and 9am in
English. The evening Mass will begin at 7pm in Spanish, followed by a reception in Conlon Hall. All are welcome!

Msgr. Richard Arnhols, Pastor

Reflection on Today’s Scripture Readings

As she was stringing her Christmas lights Paula pondered the unsightly stump in her yard. Last spring she had
noticed that her pretty red bush that was usually covered with tiny white flowers—wasn’t! Then the leaves had come
slowly and never reached their normal size. Within a few weeks they were turning brown and falling off the bush. It
must be dead, she had thought. Perhaps the winter had been too hard on it. She hated to see it go, but late in September
Paula found her ax and her courage, and chopped the bush down to a stump. She was about to lay the ax to the root when
her neighbor stopped her. “Leave the stump through next summer. You never know. New healthy shoots can sprout from
stumps that appear to be dead. As long as the roots are alive, there’s hope.” If there was hope for that stump, Paula
thought, maybe there was hope for her seemingly fruitless life as well.

Again this week one of the O Antiphons expresses the spirit of the Advent scriptures. We pray, “Come, Flower
of Jesse’s stem,” echoing Isaiah’s spirit of hopeful expectation that a Messiah would sprout forth and flower from the
seemingly dead stump of Jesse’s family tree, inaugurating God’s kingdom of justice and peace. We pray, “Sign
for all peoples,” conveying Paul’s message that Jesus Christ showed God’s faithfulness to the hopes of the patriarchs as
well as mercy to the Gentiles. We pray, “Let nothing keep you from coming to our aid,” reflecting John the Baptist’s
confidence that the Messiah and his kingdom are indeed ‘“at hand.”—Virginia Stillwell Copyright © 2013, Worid Library

Publications. All rights reserved.

Stewardship: Sharing our Time, Talent, and Treasure!

’

“Therefore, every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” MATTHEW 3:10

Do you bear good fruit for Jesus? Do you spend time in prayer or do you waste it with mindless activity? Do you use your talent to
help others or are you too busy? Do you use your treasure to support the Church or do you buy more things that go unused. Our time,
talent and treasure are gifts from God. What we do with these gifts is our gift back to Him. What gifts are you planning to give to the
Lord during this upcoming Christmas season?

Our Sunday Offering: Sunday, October 23, 2022 — $12,935.80
October 24, 2021 — $15,488.81~ October 25, 2020 COVID19 LIMITATIONS—$14,709.83 (by mail/electronic)
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Escritorio del Parroco
Estimados Feligreses,

Siguiendo el anuncio del fin de semana pasado, el Cardenal Tobin ha aprobado oficialmente al Padre Ray la solicitud de retiro,
a partir del 1 de enero de 2023. Esta serd una despedida dificil para él y para nosotros, ya que ha sido una parte activa de la vida de
nuestra parroquia desde 1986. Creo que es apropiado que tengamos una despedida parroquial para él en nuestra fiesta parroquial
de San Juan Evangelista, martes 27 de diciembre. Comenzaremos con la Misa de 7:30pm con el Padre Ray como celebrante
principal, seguida de una ligera recepcion en Conlon Hall, donde podra ofrecerle personalmente su agradecimiento y despedida. Los
lideres de nuestros diversos grupos parroquiales estdn cooperando para reclutar personas para preparar el salon, celebrar el evento
y limpiar después. Si desea ayudar, comuniquese con Humberto Ferndndez o Fernando Pérez, o el lider de su grupo. Por supuesto, si
su horario no le permite unirse en esta ocasion, el Padre Ray seguird celebrando Misas diarias y de fin de semana hasta el 1 de
enero.

El proximo fin de semana haremos una colecta anual para el Fondo de Jubilacion para Religiosos. Los obispos de Estados
Unidos establecieron la colecta en 1988 para ayudar a abordar la profunda escasez de ahorros para la jubilacion entre las
comunidades religiosas de los Estados Unidos. A pesar de la generosidad sostenida en esta colecta, numerosas comunidades luchan
por mantener a los miembros mayores. Los costos del cuidado de ancianos contindan aumentando mientras crece el porcentaje de
religiosos que necesitan atencion. Por favor vea el flyer en el boletin de hoy. Habrdn sobres adicionales disponibles en las puertas de
la iglesia.

Este jueves es la Solemnidad de la Inmaculada Concepcidn, dia de precepto en los Estados Unidos. Vea el horario de Misas en
la pdgina 2 de este boletin.

Mirando hacia adelante, el lunes 12 de diciembre es la Fiesta de Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe. Las Misas de la mafiana serdn
a las 7:00am ya las 9:00am en Inglés. La Misa vespertina comenzard a las 7:00pm en Espafiol, seguida de una recepcién en Conlon
Hall. iTodos son bienvenidos!

Monsefor Richard Arnhols, Pdrroco
Reflexion de las Escrituras de Hoy

Al ir poniendo sus luces navidefias Paula se fijo en el feo tronco que estaba en su patio. La primavera pasada ella
habia notado que el hermoso arbusto, que normalmente se cubria de blancas flores pequeiiitas, jno tenia ninguna! Las
hojas tampoco tenian su tamafio normal y crecian muy lentamente. En unas pocas semanas se estaban tornando color
café y después se caian. Pensd que debia estar muerto. Tal vez el invierno severo le afect6. No queria deshacerse del
arbusto, pero a finales de septiembre encontr6 su hacha y su valor, y lo cortod hasta que so6lo quedo el tronco. Ya iba a
cortar la raiz cuando su vecina la detuvo. “Deja el tronco hasta el verano proximo. Quién sabe si unos retofios saludables
pudieran brotar del tronco que parece estar muerto. Mientras que las raices estén vivas hay esperanza”. Paula penso que
si podia haber esperanza para ese arbusto, tal vez pudiera haber esperanza para su vida aparentemente infructifera.

Una vez mas esta semana una de las Antifonas Oh expresa el espiritu de las Escrituras de Adviento: Ven “oh
renuevo del tronco de Jesé”, y asi se hace eco del espiritu esperanzado de Isaias por un Mesias que brotard y florecera del
aparentemente tronco muerto de la genealogia de Jesé, inaugurando de esta manera el reino de justicia y paz de Dios.
Con la antifona oramos: “Te alzas como un signo para los pueblos”, y asi se transmite el mensaje de Pablo de que
Jesucristo mostrd tanto la fidelidad de Dios a los patriarcas esperanzados como la misericordia de Dios a los paganos. La
antifona contintia: “Ven a librarnos, no tardes mas”, reflejando asi la seguridad de Juan el Bautista de que el Mesias y su
reino estén realmente “CCI'CEI”.— Vl}"gll’lla StlllW@ll Derechos de autor © 2013, World Library Publications. Todos los derechos reservados.

Administradores:
jCompartiendo Nuestro Tiempo, Talento, Y Tesoro!

“Por lo tanto, cada arbol que no de buenos frutos serda cortado y tirado al fuego.” MaTEO 3:10

(Da bueno frutos para Jesus? ;Pasa tiempo en oracién o pierde su tiempo con actividades sin sentido? ;Utiliza sus talentos para
ayudar a los demas o estd demasiado ocupado? ;Usa sus tesoros para apoyar a la Iglesia o para comprar mas cosas que no utiliza?
Nuestro tiempo y nuestro talento son dones de Dios. Lo que nosotros hacemos con estos dones es nuestro regalo de vuelta a Dios.
(Qué regalos planificas darle al Sefior durante esta proxima temporada navidefia?

Nuestra Ofrenda Dominical: domingo, 23 de octubre 2022 — $12,935.80 ~ 24 de octubre 2021 — $15,488.81
25 de octubre 2020 — LIMITACIONES DEBIDO A COVID—$814,709.83 (por correo/electronico)
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Memorial Fund/Special Intention

Week of December 3rd—9th

Altar Flowers
In loving memory of The Morrone Family
Requested by Clare Kaberle

St. John’s Troop / Pack 139
Annual Christmas Wreath &
B[anket Sale
& 11th, 2022

Troop / Pack 139 will hold its annual
Christmas wreath and blanket sale after
Sunday Masses on 12/4 and 12/11/2022

in the church parking lot.

Wreaths $27.00 and Blankets 540.00

For anyone who is unable to attend
Mass in Person, there is an option to
place your order and it will be delivered.
Please call 201-417-1877

ALL NATIONS INVITED!

“And the Word was made flesh
and dwelt among us”- John 1:14

Join in Unity of Prayer across America to restore the
protection of LIFE, the FAMILY, and the CHURCH
establish PEACE & inspire Courage in our NATION!!

DECEMBER 8/9, 2022
9pm Thurs. to lam Fri.
NATIONAL HOUR OF UNITY IS 12am to 1am (EST)

At St. John’s, we will pray together in the Chapel on the
second floor of the Parish Life Center.

There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, as well as
recitation of the Rosary at 9:15pm, 10:15pm, 11:15pm &
12:15am.

Come and pray for a few minutes, an hour or the entire time.

Uniting the Feast of the Immaculate Conception
with the Feast of St. Juan Diego
9pm Sunday to 1am Monday.

Feast Day of Our Lady of Guadalupe

December 12

All are welcome to join the Hispanic community on
Monday, December 12th at 7:00pm to commemorate the Feast
of Our Lady of Guadalupe followed by a small

reception in Conlon Hall.

The Parish Giving Tree
Please take a paper ornament from the tree, wrap the gift, attach

the ornament provided & bring to the church and place under the
tree any day this week.

If a gift request is for a “gift card”, please place it in a box/holiday

gift bag & bring it to the Rectory. Please do not place it under the

tree (as small envelopes, bags or boxes can be easily misplaced.)

Come & Pray
Adoration This Week

uesda%{ 12pm—35:
Wednesday & Thursday 12pm—6 30pm

St. John's Council 1345 Knights of Columbus

Debbie Provencher, Director of the Lighthouse Resource
Pregnancy Center (South Hackensack, NJ) will speak on the
mission and work of the Center, at the Council Hall
(61 Armour Place, Dumont) on January 15th, at 1:30pm.
Light refreshments will be served.

St. John’s Food Pantry

Thank you for your generosity during the Thanksgiving season.
Due to your donations St. John’s food pantry was able to distribute
bags of groceries & other holiday food items to almost 100 needy
families, plus we shared about 70 turkeys, hams and chickens.

On Monday, December 19th our St John’s food pantry will
distribute bags of groceries from 8:30am to 11am, then from 6pm
to 7pm, so needy families will have food for Christmas. Cash
donations may be dropped off at the rectory at any time. We’ll
have a “Donate a Christmas ham or turkey” drive on Sunday, Dec.
18th from 3pm to 7pm. Please bring these meat items to the
priest’s garage. We’ll give them away the following day.

If you would like to volunteer to assist the St. John’s Food Pantry
team, please contact Joe McHale (text or phone) 201-655-1073 or

(email) joemc1217@gmail.com.
There are 3 primary tasks:

1. Sort and pack out donated food items onto shelves in the
food pantry (done weekly)

2. Fill up bags of groceries for food distribution day (once per
month)

3. Donation day — distribute bags of groceries and other food
items to needy families — 8am to 11am / 5:30 pm to 7pm.
(once per month)

Food Items Needed in _December:
Cereal & oatmeal
Tomato sauce
Canned tuna
Canned chili or canned pasta
Pancake mix & syrup
Peanut butter & jelly
Thank you for your generosity!

St. John'’s Prayer Groups

Legion of Mary ~ Meets each Saturday, 9:30am-11:00am in the Lower Church (English).
Padre Pio Prayer Group ~ Meets on the 3rd Saturday of each month, 3pm—>5pm in the Lower Church.
St. John’s Youth Group - Meets on Sunday 7pm-9pm, Youth Room, Lower Church. For more information contact Eric Acosta,
ericacosta7@msn.com.
EL Shaddai DWXI-PPFI Bergenfield Cell Group - meets 2nd & 4th Saturday 1:30pm-5:30pm in the Lower Church. Come & Be Blessed by the
“Healing Message”. For more info, contact Lhot Liwanag at 201.233.8235 or John Teopengco at 201.658.4032.

Anointing Fire Ministry Group - Meets the 2nd Friday of the month from 10pm—6:30am for Eucharistic Adoration & Praise, in the Lower Church.
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Hay un verdadero espiritu de esperanza en estas

Escrituras. ¢ Te han inspirado esperanza? ;Cémo

puedes expresar confianza en otras personas esta
semana?; De qué manera puedes inspirar

esperanza en aquellos a quienes mas amas”?
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Dispensa de Alimentos de San Juan

Gracias por su generosidad durante la temporada de Accion de
Gracias. Gracias a sus donaciones, la dispensa de alimentos de San
Juan pudo distribuir bolsas de viveres y otros alimentos navidefios
a casi 100 familias necesitadas, ademas compartimos alrededor de

70 pavos, jamones y pollos.

El lunes, diciembrel9, nuestra dispensa de alimentos de San Juan
distribuira bolsas de comestibles de 8:30am a 11:00am, también
después de 6:00pm a 7:00pm, para que las familias necesitadas
tengan comida para Navidad. Las donaciones en efectivo se
pueden dejar en la rectoria en cualquier momento. Tendremos una
colecta para que puedan donar un jamén o pavo para Navidad el
domingo, diciembre 18, de 3:00pm a 7:00pm. Por favor traiga sus
donaciones de pavo o jamon al garaje de los sacerdotes.
Los regalaremos al dia siguiente.

jGracias por su generosa ayuda!

2

ROSARTO DE LA AURORA & MISA DEL ALBA

VI solemnivad
| oe la

Inmaculada

Concepcion

SABADO 10 DE DICTEMBRE
500 AM

PARROQUTA SAN JUAN EL EVANGELISTA, BERGENFIELD, NJ

Misales
Copias limitadas del Misal del Dia estan disponibles a la
venta en la rectoria. $5.00 por cada misal.
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Matrimonios con Cris
Te invita a nuestra
préoxima reunion

|]“ DICIEMBRE 16
il 7:30 pm

Arbol de Regalos de Navidad / Giving Tree

Todos estan invitados a tomar un adorno del arbol que
contiene una solicitud de regalo.
Envuelva el regalo, pegue el adorno que tomo del arbol y
por favor traigalo a la iglesia y coloquelo debajo del arbol
cualquier dia esta semana.

;TENGA EN CUENTA!
Si una solicitud de regalo es un "certificado de regalo" o si desea
regalar un certificado, coldquelo en una caja o bolsa de regalo y
llévelo a la Rectoria. No lo cologue debajo del arbol (va que los
sobres pequeiios, bolsas o cajas se pueden perder facilmente).
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